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7o all whom & may concerw:
Be it known that I, JoHEN R. CUMMINGS,
citizen of the United States, residing at Chl
cago, in the county of Cook and State of I1li-
- 5 nois, have invented certain new and useful Im-
| pm'vements in Printing-Blocks; and I do here-
by declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which it
10 appertains to make and use the same.
- My invention relates to a certain improve-
ment in stereotype, or a base-block for sup-

- porting stereotype-plates or electrotype-shells,

- consisting of a metal base having grooves in
15 1ts face, 1in which are secured strips of wood
or orhel suitable material, as hereinafter de

seribed and claimed. -

In the accompanying drawings, Flgule 1 18
a front elevation of my improved block. Fig.
2 18 a front elevation of a modification of my
invention, showing the wooden strips secured
to the sides of the metal base-block.

Referring to the drawings, A represents
- a metal base block of a width equal to the
25 width of the plate to be mounted upon it. The
face of block A i1s grooved, as at a a, Fig. 1,
and into these grooves are ﬁtted strips, b b, of
wood or other 5u1table material into Wh]Ch 2
nall, tack, brad, or screw may be easily -in-
serted for securing the plate or shell to the
base-block. When these strips become unfit
for further use, they can be readily removed
and otherssubstivated. Stripsd b mmay be made
to run across the column, instead of up and
down the column. | |

A well-known objectmn to the use of a

20

wooden base 1s that it swells or shrinks and |

being flush with the t{)p of the base, substan-

| becomes of improper size, and an equally forei-

ble objection to the use of a base made wholly
of metal is the difficulty of inserting the nalil,

brad, or, screw, to say nothing of bhe marring
of the surface of the base by sueh repeated in-
sertions. By my Invention these objections
are overcome. |

In Fig. 2, I have represented a modlﬁeatlon 4.5
of my in Ivention. By the construction therein
shown the base-block A is made narrower than
the plate or shell to be attached, and the strips
b are secured to its sides, these strips being of
just sufficient thickness to make the base of 50
the desired width.

Having thus deseribed myinvention,what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 18—

1. Asan article of manufdctme a base block.
for supporting stereotype- pla,tes or electro-
type-shells, eonsisbing_of a metal base pro-
vided with attached strips of wood or other
suitable soft material, the tops of said strips
6o
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tially as described, and for the pmpose seb

forth.

2. Asanarticle of manufacture, a base-block

for supporting stereotype-plates or electro-

type-shelis, consisting of a metal base having 063
orooves in its face, in which are secured strips
of wood or other suitable material, substan-
tially as described, and for the purpose stated.

In testimony whereof I affix mny &gn%ture n

presence of two witnesses.

JOIN R. CUMMINGS.

- Witnesses:
HorAck WHITE, |
EDWARD G. PAULING.
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