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Lo all wfwm Lt Ml Concern:

Be it known that we, WALTER JOSEPH |

CREAMER and JOoSEPH DORR LE ACH, of Pe-
nobscot, in the county of Haucock, of the
State of Maine, have invented a new and use-
ful Improvement in Life-Preservers; and we do
hereby declare the same to be deser 1bed 11 the
following specification and represented in the
:wc(}mpmyinﬂ drawings, of which—

Figure 1 is a top view of a life- -preserver
emhodymw our invention.

Inflation-tube to the body of the life-pre-
server. - I'ig. 318 a longitudinal section of the
l.umltl_l-piece of such inﬂatit}n—-tube.

The nature of our invention is defined in the
claim hereinafter presented.

The body A of the life-preserver is a2 hollow
annuius made of india-rubber or other suitable
water-prool material or fabrie, it being of a
s1ze to encompass a person’s body at his breast
and under the armpits. It has extending from
opposite parts of it two loops, B B, to receive
a strap or straps to go over the shoulders of
the person and to hold the life-preserver sus-
pended therefrom. Besides such loops there
18 a third loop, I, to the body, such loop being

- arranged near £ one of the loops B.
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C denotes one inflation-tube, which, when
the life-preserver is not in usej 1s extended
through the loop I'. This inflation-tube, at
one end of it, has a screw-coupling, D, 'for

connecting it wwh the body A, such eouplmg 5
having within it a valve, a, to open downward

from a seatl, b. I‘mthelmore, there is at the

other or outer end of the inflation-tube a’

mouth-piece, I, provided with a screw-cap, ¢,
for closing it.  T'his cap is to be serewed down
to 1ts bearing only when the life-preserver is
in an inflated state, the cap-at other times be-
1ng unscrewed farenough to allow of air being
blown by a person into the tube. The cap is

a safeguard in case of leakage of the coupling.
The loop ¥ is or should be so made that the
mouth-piece can be inserted in or withdrawn
from it without the tube being required to be
uncoupled, the loop by its inherent elasticity

Fig. 2 is a longi- .
tudinal scction of the coupling for joining the_
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holding the tube within it aunder other eir-
cumstances. |

The life-preserver is intended to be worn by
& person without being inflated, except when
the person is in danger of being thrown into
the sea, or taking to the waterin order to save
his life, in which case he can pull the infla-
tion-tube out of the elastic loop and introduce
the cap info his mouth and inflate the life-
preserver. The tube is to be uncoupled only
for the purpose of allowing air to eseape from
the body of the article.

Our object is to furnish persons exposed to

the dangers of the sea with alight and flexible
life-preserver——such as may be conveniently
worn about their bodies—while such persons
may be at work, and in case of danger ean be
easily inflated, even when the pfur.y wearing
1t may be 1n the water, the elastic loop Leep-
1ng the inflation-tube (,laae up to the body o
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the life-preserver, so as not to be liable to he- .

come accidentallyinjured when the tube is not
1n use for inflating it.

It is important to have the elastic loop I for
supporting the tube; otherwise it—by hanging
from the hody without such support-—would
be in the way of the wearer and be liable to
become caught against an object and hmheu
or injuared.

We do not claim, blO’L(HS:, a life-preserver
conslstmn of a hallow ring having straps to

support it and a mouth-plece or tube im 1n-

flating it.

We claim—

The life-preserver as deseribed, composed
of the hollow annulus A, the h}f}ps B B, elas-
tic loop I, and the long 111ﬂ*1!31011 tube G the
latfer bemﬂ* not only cmlpled to the b@dy by
means of a coupling having a valve, as de-

sceribed, but extended thr mlgh the 1001} Fand

ploﬂded with the mouth-piece E, all being
arranged and for use as set forth.
WALTER JOSEPH CREAMER.
JOSEPH DORR LEACH.
- Witnesses:
SEWALL LEACH,
ALBERT L. VARNUM.
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