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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, BELISHA WM. CLARK, a

citizen of the United States, residing at Sen-
tatfey, in the county of Alachua and State of
Ilorida, have invented certain new and use-
tul Improvements in Cotton-Choppers; and I
do declare the following to be a full, clear, and

exact deseription of the invention, sueh as will

cnable others skilled in the art to which it
appertains to make and use the same, refer-

‘ence being had to the accompanying drawings;

and to the letters and figures of reference
marked thereon, which form a part of this speci-
fication.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a top plan view of a cotton- chopper con-
structed iIn accordance with my invention.
IFig. 2 is a longitudinal vertieal section of the
same. Fig. 3 is a detail, more particularly
hereinafter referred to. - |

My invention relates to that class of devices

~which are known as ‘‘cotton-choppers;’’ and

20
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1t has for its object to produce a deviece of this
class which shall possess superior advantages
in point of simplicity, durability, ease of op-
eration and manipulation, and general effi-
clency. |

‘I'o these ends, and to such others as the in-
vention may relate, the same consists in the
peculiar combinations, and in the novel con-
struction, arrangement, and adaptation of
parts, all as more fully hereinafter deseribed,
shown in the drawings, and then specificaily
defined in the claims. | |

Referring now to the details of the draw-

ings, A designates a frame of suitable con-
struction, made preferably of a single piece of
malleable iron and provided with bearings B
B3 for the transverse axle C, ecarrying upon its
outer ends the wheels D. : -

1% 13 a beveled pinion mounted upon the
end of the hollow shaft 1%, which is journaled
upon the stationary shaft . Rotary motion
18 1mparted to the shaft I&' by means of the en-
gagement of the pinion I, mounted upon said
shaft, with the beveled gear I upon the inner
face of one of the wheels D. |

G G are hoes which are adjustably secured
to the arms G/, secured to the hollow shaft F .

H 1s the draft-bar, the rear end of which is-
bifurcated, as shown, and adapted to embrace

il

| dotted lines in Fig. 2 of the drawings.

Fa—

within this bifurcated end the front end of
the stationary shaft ¥, to which it is pivot-
ally attached. The rear ends of the iron com-
posing the frame are bent inwardly and se-
curely bolted to the shalt E? at a point inter-
mediate of the beveled pinion I and the for-
ward end of the shaft. |

H’ 18 an upright, pivoted at its lower end
to the front end of the frame and provided at
intervals of ifs length with holes «, which
permit of the adjustment of the angle of the
draft-bar by means of an adjusting-pin passed
through one of the holes and through a corre-
sponding hole in the draft-bar.

J J are the handles of the machine, which
are pivotally connected to the front end of

60
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the frame A, and provided with holes b b, by

means of which and the corresponding holes’
0, in the draft-bar H the handles may be read-
ily raised or lowered, as desired.

From the foregoing deseription it will be
readily seen that the length of the hoe arms
or handles may be regulated at will. The
hoes may be readily detached or changed at
will. - | | |

I bave found it convenient at times to use a
plow In connection with the machine, and in
doing 8o I bolt the same to the forward end of
the stationary shaft ¥°, as I have indieated in
The
plow may be used either in connection with
or enfirely independent of the hoces, as will be
readily understood. | , -

Having thus deseribed myinvention and set g 3
forth its merits, what I claim to be new, and
desire to secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. In a cotton - chopper, the combination,
with a frame, of a transverse main shaft oraxle,
drive-wheels journaled upon said shaft, one of
the wheels being provided with beveled gear-
ing, a hollow shaft carrying a series of adjusta-
ble hoes and a beveled pinion, and a draft-bar
and handies each pivoted to the frame and ad-
justable upon each other, substantially as de-
scribed.

2. In a cotton - chopper, the combination,
with the frame and the main axle and driv-
ing-wheels, of the hollow shaft E', carrying the

70
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| chopping-hoes and pinion B, the stationary 1oo

shaft I, passed through said hollow shaft, and
the draft-bar H, pivotally connected at its rear _
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end to the front end of said stationary shaft
and adjustable upon the handles and the bar
~ H, substantially as and for the purpose de-
scribed. |

3. In a cotton-chopper, the main axle and
driving-wheels, a hollow shaft geared to sald
wheels and carrying chopper-arms, and a sta-
tionary shaft passed through said hollow shalt,

in combination with the frame A, substan- |
10 tially rectangular in form and composed of a |

1 single pieée of malleable iron With its ends
| pent inwardly at the rear end of the frame and

as described. |
 In testimony whereof I affix my signature n
presence of two witnesses. |
ELISHA WM. CLARK.
Witnesses: -
1. R. HUBBARD,
J. P. MCLANE.

secured to the stationary shaft, substantially

e
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