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1o all whom it ma;y concern.:
Be it known that I, WILLIAM J. HAMMER,

- of Boston, in the county of Suffolk and State

of Massachusetts, haveinvented a certain new
and useful Improveient in Can-Openers, of

~which the following is a specification.

“The object of my invention is to produce a

- simple, cheap, and effective form of can-opener;
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and my invention consistsin the novel devices

and combinations of devices employed by me
In accomplishing this object, as hereinafter set
forth and claimed. | |

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a sectlonal view of a can-opener embodying
my 1nvention in operation upona can; Fig. 2,

~a top view of the instrument, and Fig. 3 a top
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1ng together a handle for the holder.

view of a modified form of the instrument.

A A is aspring clasp or holder for grasping
a can, consisting of two eurved springs, each
terminating in a straight portion, B, the two
parts B, when the holder is compressed, form-
From

~the holder a standard, C, extends, consisting of
- acurvedrigid metal piece,to which the springs
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of the holder are attached on opposite sides,
as seen at a, Figs. 1 and 2. The standard ex-
tends out over the center of the holder, termi-

~ nating in a sleeve, &/, through which slides a
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rod; D, terminating in a point, d, and having
ab 1ts upper end a handle, ¢, for turning the
rod. Below the standard the rod carries the
cross-bar I, which, in Figs. 1 and 2, extends
out in opposite directions from the rod. The
ends d of the bar are turned downwardly and

‘have cutting-edges on one side preferably, the

ends .also being preferably oppositely turned
horizontallyin the directionofcutting. Knives
are thus formed for cutting the top of the can.
The knives may, however, extend straight
down and have cutting-edges on both sides, so
that the cutting may be accomplished by turn-
Ing the handle in either direction. o
The spring-holder being opened, it is placed
around the can F, as shown, and the handle is
compressed by the hand of the operator, so as
to grasp the can firmly. The point b then
rests on the top of the ean, and by striking or

. bressing down on the handle ¢ the point is
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forced into the center of the can, and the knives
are also forced into it at opposite points. Then

| straight.
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| pivot formed by the point and cut through

the metal of the can, so as to remove the top
thereof. |

In Jig. 3 certain modifications are shown.
One of these is for the purpose of so eutting
the can that an uncut part may be left at any

- point, so that the cover may be bent back and
| the cun be closed by bending it down again, if

desired. To this end the knives are set at an
angle to each other, the bar B being turned
at an angle at its middle part instead of being

to a certaln point the other will have reached
the slot already cut by the preceding knife,
and the operation being then stopped a por-
tion of the can will remain uncut. In this
figure also is shown an adjustment for the
holder, whereby it may be made to accommo-
date a can of unusual size. Such an adjust-
ment will not ordinarily be necessary, for the
springs adjust themselves to the different
sizes. The adjusting device may be provided,

however, so that the instrument may be used

with cans of unusually large size, such as are
sometimes met with. A serew, /, passes

through the standard and the end of the

springs, having a head, 4, at one end and a
turning nut, £, at the other, by turning which
the springs may be brought farther apart or
closer together. By thisdeviece,also,ahinged
standard 18 provided, whereby the standard
and knives may be thrown back off the can,
if desired. A hinge may also be provided
with the non-adjustable holder shown in the
other figures, as will be readily understood.
- The interior surfaces of the holder may be
slightly corrugated or roughened, as shown at
{, Fig. 1, so that a firmer hold may be ob-
tained. _

The constructions above described farnish
a strong and durable device, which is conven-
lent, certain, and rapid in its operation and
can be cheaply made.

What I elaim is— |

1. In a can-opener, the combination of a
spring clasping-holder, provided with a han-
dle, and a knife supported from said holder
in a position to cperate upon the can when
the holder 18 placed thereon, substantially as
set forth.

by turning the handle the knives turn on the | 2. In a can-opener, the combination, with a

Thus when one knife has cut around
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spring clasping-holder provided with a han- | cally - opposite points, substantially as sef 10
dle, of astandard extending therefrom over the | forth.

top of the can, a pointed turning rod sliding This specification signed and witnessed this
through said standard, and a knife carried by | 24th day of January, 13857.

5 said rod, substantially as set forth. - T A NN
3. In 2 can-opener, the combination of the WM. J. HAMMEL.
turning rod and the cross-bar carried thereby, | = Witnesses:
having a knife at each end set so that said JAS. W. CROSBY,

knives enter the can at other than diametrie- | Gro. I, SPILLER.
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