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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I
citizen of the United States, residing at Green
Castle, in the county of Sullivan and State of
5 Missouri, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in PPost-Drivers, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification. -
My invention relates to improvéments in
| machines for driving fence-posts; and the ob-
- 1o Ject of the invention is to provide a cheap and
simple device which can be readily adjusted
‘to the inclination of the ground, and by means
of which the posts can be easily and quickly
driven vertically into
15 Jects I attain Dy the use of the mechanism
1llustrated in the accompanying drawings, in
which— - B
Figure 1 is a perspective view of the device
~1n position on level ground. Fig. 2 is a front
20 elevation showing the device adjusted to work
on the side of a hill. Fig. 3 is a side eleva-
tion showing another method of adjusting the
- machine to work on a hillside. Fig. 4 is a
cross-section of the standard. Fig. 5 is a de-
25 tail perspective view of the grippers, and Fig,.
- 61s a detail view showing the post-guide.
Referring to the drawings by letter, A desig-
nates the base of the machine composed of the
~_Side bars, a, and the cross-bars ¢’ at the ends of
30 thesame. One of the cross-bars o has a cen-
tral perforation, a? passing vertically through
- 1t, for a purpose to be hereinafter explained,
and the other cross-bar ¢ has a standard, B,
- erected upon it, the said standard having a
35 tlexible connection with the said cross-bar.
U designates the post-guide, which consists
of a U-shaped wire pivoted af one end on the
Same cross-bar that the standard B is erected
upon,and projecting outward therefrom. The
free end of the post-guideis formed by aspring-
arm which is adapted to bear against a stud,
¢, on the upper side of the cross-bar «, as

40

8hown in Iig 6, and thereby be held around ]

the post. |
45  The standard B is provide

, _ _ ed with a notch, D,
-on 1ts rear side, through whi

ch a semicircalar

- bar, K, passes. The ends of this bar are piv-
- .oted to thesides of the side bars, a, of the base

- A, and its upper edge is provided with a series
50 of notches, It
~lateh, G, T

, Which are engaged by a sliding

the ground. These ob- |

his sliding latch consists of a flab |

| : bar having two or morelongitudinal slots, H,
, EDWIN C. HUNTER, a

and held to the standard by set-screws I, in-
-serted through said slots into the standard. |
J 18 a plate secured on the rear side of the 55
standard, over the bar E, to hold said bar in
the notch in the rear side of the standard.
To the front side of the standard I secure a
guide-plate, K, the edges of which project be-
yond the sides of the standard,and are engaged 6o
by the grooved flanges L, of the weight M and
by the bent-over ends of the plate N, to which
the grippers O are secured. These grippers
comprise two jaws, P, having hook-shaped
ends which engage an arrow-head projection, 65
| », on the upper side of the weight M. The
jaws are pivoted together on a bolt, p’, which
| also secures them to the plate N, and a link,
Q, 18 also secured upon this bolt to receive the -
end of the hoisting-rope R. The upper ends 70
of the jaws are bent away from each other and |
then inward, as shown, thereby presenting a
convex surface to be operated on by the trip
S, secured to the standard near the top of the
same. This trip S consists of the two out- 73
wardly curved or turned deflecting-plates s,
secured to the opposite sides of the standard
and projecting forward therefrom, and the
cross-strip §', conneeting and braeing the said
~deflecting-plates. The hoisting-rope R is se-
~cured to the link Q, and passes upward over
‘a pulley journaled in the upper end of the
standard, and then downward to the drum R/,
which may be operated by means of any de-
sired mechanism. | |
T designates a brace hinged to the rear side
of the standard and provided at its free end
with a series of openings, ¢, through one of
which a pin, U, is passed into the opening a*
1n the cross-bar @’ to secure the brace in its go
proper position. | |
The manner of operating my device to drive
a post will be readily understood. The post-
gulde is secured around the post, so as to hold
the same in proper position, and the weight M 95
1s hoisted, as will be readily understood. The -
grippers by contacting with the trip S are au-
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| tomatically disengaged from the weight, which

Immediately desecends upon the post, the mo-

mentum of the weight driving the post into roo
‘the ground. The grippers are then lowered
and engaged with the weight, the weight again
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raised,and the former operation repeated until
the post is driven into the ground the proper
distance.

My machine is peculiarly adapted for use
upon uneven or hilly ground, as the base of the

machine can be set to keep the standard inan

upright position—upright in two ways. One
method is to vary the point of connection be-
tween the brace T and the base, thereby caus-
ing the standard and the bar I to swing back-
ward, as will be readily understood. Another
method is to swing the standard to one side
or the other, causing the latch G to engage
different ones of the notches I in the bar K.
It will thus be seen that I have provided a
machine which is simple in construction and
operation, and which can be readily adjusted
to the surface of the ground. '

Having thus described my invention, what

Teclaim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent;

18—
1. The combination of the base, the stand-
ard erected thereon and having a flexible con-

nection therewith, the curved notched bar se- |

I

cured to the base,and thesliding latch mounted 25
on the standard and engaging the notched bar,
substantially as set forth.

2. The combination of the base, the stand-
ard erected thereon and having a flexible con-
nection therewith, the curved notched bar piv- zo
oted on the opposite sides of the baseand ex-
tending past the standard in rear of the same,
and the sliding latch mounted on the standard
and engaging said notched bar,substantially as
set forth.

3. Inapost-driving machine, the post-guide
consisting of a U-shaped wire pivoted at one
end to the base, its other end being a spring-
arm adapted to bear against a stud on the base,
substantially as set forth.

Intestimony that I claim the foregoing as my
own I have hereto affixed my signature 1n pres-
ence of two witnesses.

EDWIN C. HUNTER.
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Witnesses:
W. L. TAYLOR,
M. HARE.
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