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o all whom, it may concern:

Be it known that I, HOWARD B GRIFFITHS,
a citizen of the United States, residing in Phil-
adelphia, Pennsylvania, have invented an Im-

proved Automatic Inchcator for Letter or Mail

Boxes, of which the followmg i3 a specifica-
tion.

- The object of my invention is to provide

Street and other letter or mail boxes with a

simply-constructed attachment for Indicating
antomatically the hoursat which the sucéessive

collections of letters and mail matter are to be
made. | -

A further obj ect of my mventmn 18 to pro-
vide for throwmg the indicator out of action

- on holidays or other days when the collectlons

- are not made at the regular hours.

_25

-.30.

- These objects I attain as heremafter de-
scribed. - *

In the accompanymg drawings, Figure 1 is
a Pperspective view of a letter-box provided
with my improvement. Fig.2isa transverse
section on the line 1 2, Fig. 3, but drawn to a
smaller scale than Flg 3. Flg 3 1s .a longi-
tudinal section on the line 3 4, Fig. 2, show-
ing the box closed, but drawn t0 a 1arger scale
than Fig. 2. Fig. 4 18 a similar view showing
the box open or partially open forthe removal

of the mail matter therefrom. Higs. 5 and 6
are side and edge views, reSpectwely, of the

indicating-wheel; and Flg 7 1s a perspective
view of an attachment.

My improvements may be apphed to any

- convenlent or well-known construction of let-
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ter or mail box; but in the drawings I have
1llustrated. only one of the common forms,

A istheletter-box, to the lower part of which
is hinged the usual door B, provided with a,
gual_d -wing or flange, b, on each side. Imount
on a pivot, p, on the msuie of the front plate
of the box, an indicating-wheel, D, carrying
on its outer face numbers to mdlcate the hours

~ at which collections are to be taken, as here-
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inatter described. This wheel is prow.ded on |
its opposite face with laterally- projecting
ratchet - teeth d and on its periphery with
notches d', preferably V-shaped, as shown in
Figs. 3, 5, and 6. To the same center pin, p,
is pwoted a bar, B, preferably of steel of suf-
ficient elastlc1ty to ride over the tops of the
ratchet-teeth d and engage with those teeth,
so as {o act 1n the character of a pawl. The

freé end of this pawl-bar E is guided in alug,
¢, fixed at the bottom of the case, this lug hav-
ing at each end a shoulder, which serves as a

connected a link, F, which is pivoted at f to
one of the guard wings or flanges & of the door
of the box, the connection between the link F

-and bar E being a pin-and-slot connection, 1n

order to allow a certaln amount of lost motion

| in the opening of the door before the pawl-

bar B begins to move. A bar, (&, is also con-
nected at one end to the center pin, p, and at
the other end to a pin, g, fixed to the case.
This bar G, like the bar E, is preferably made
of steel of sufficient elasticity to ride over the

| ratchet-teeth and yet engage with them, In or-

der to prevent back movement of the indicat-

‘ing-wheel when the bar I returns on the clos-
‘ing of the door. -

" Mo the outside of the ﬂanﬂ*e or guard-wing
b of the door is secured a pin, 7, Fig. 3, cor-

responding in shape to the notches in the pe-

riphery of the wheel or disk D, so that when

the door is closed the pin will engage with
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_st0p to limit the SWIHgIHﬂ‘ movement of the

pawl-bar in either direction. To the bar is =

60"
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one of the notches,and in that way insure the

‘retention of the disk not only in a fixed posi-

tion, but in proper position for the hour-in-
dlca‘omg ficures to be seen through a suitable
slot, 5, in the front of the letter or mail box,
Flg 1.

I prefer to provide the wheel w1th a sufﬁ

time—such as a week—including notonly the

successive days on which the collections are

80

cient number of figures to cover a period of 2s

made an equal number of times and at the

same hours, but also including a day—such as

Sunday—when the collections are made a dif-

ferent number of times and at different hours.

As will be seen on reference to Fig. 5,
indicating wheel or disk is pmwded w1th in-
dicating-figures for six days of six collections

| each, and the seventh day (Sunday) of three

collectlons
The back of the mdlcatlng-wheel is indexed

: (Figs. 3 and 4)—that is to say, it carries the
names or abbreviations of the names of the
days of the week in proper relation to the se-
ries of tables on the front of the wheel, so that
in the event of any derangement of the wheel
the postman or other attendant will have no
dlfﬁculty in 1:)1*0p¢31~13;r resetting the wheel.
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EERREREE bcm.z ;I:_pmvidef the fplate; K ?withf af hmmdlem,@, 1

SN st0p natches 8 aud Y on Lhe mﬂl of the box ac-

SERES cl;ear_of the mtchet teeth 50 that the opem_ng:
.- and closing of the door B of the box will not
-operate the indicator.
:-change of posﬂamu of the 1}]"116 K Wl]l havea

- hours——wﬂl move the plate K_fl om the posnlon: |

40

~cording to the posltlon to which the: phte: 1S
SRR tm ned on 1ts pivot. |

o
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In order to avoid mistakes on the part of | (Friday in the supposed instance, Thursday =

R the publie, I provide an attachment whereby:
. the indicator may be thrown out of actionen-

- tirely and the opening S closed, so that no fig-
ures may be seen whenever: hehdays or other

. days occar on which collections are made at
. hours different from those on the days hzwmrr:
‘regular collections.

E::.ﬂ,nd 4 the hcmr uumbels on: bhe 1vi.hefal D%é
15 show tlnouﬂ‘h the slot S in the front: of the |

At the same time the

SN S m f1 out of the ﬁcrmes on the “heel D SO that 5
- nofigures can beseen.

;he makes the last collectlon——-qay atb twe]v e

Thus the carrier when:

shown by full lines in Fig. 4 until the handle
h engages with the stop-notch ¢, so that there
will be no hours indicated during the holiday.

At the last collection on the hollday he moves
the plate X back again, when the first morn-
g collection will show tthllﬂ‘h the slot 8. In

45 order that this may be for the correct day,

1T

I elaim as my invention—: .
1

-t as a pawl, substantially as set forth. .+
. The combination of -a letter or mml box -
:hm.l_nn*: a hinged door with anindicating-wheel .
mounted ona center pininthewallof the box, 65 =
| | md havin'ﬁ* htemlly ])1 ojectinﬂ* mmhet tf,ebi R

o Acam or wedge, "\I is 1)10V1ded on: the outer: C
N edn*e of the disk K in such a position that when
; the said disk is turned in the direetion of the
25 arrow, Ifig. 4, until the handle /i engages with
EEENEES the stop n’otch z, thls c%m pressmff()n the'undel: B4
| ;movement of the bdr,subst‘mtmlly a8 Set f01 lh o
3. The combination of a letter ormailbox, - =
an mdieating-wheel having ratchet-teeth,and
an operating-pawl therefor, with a plate cov-
:ermfr the mdleatmﬁ' nnmbers and carr ymg a-

an mdlcatmw “heel hfw ing ratchet-teeth,_ Lmd
an operating-pawl, I, thelefm with a plate
,. | .covering the mdlc&tmw numbers and carry- RS
ing a pawl 1, -and acam to throw the pawl & =
'out of action, all substantially as specified.

In testimony whereof I havesigned my name
to this specification in the presenceof two sub-
seribing witnesses.

HOWARD B.

Witnesses:

WILLIAM D. CONNER,
HARRY SMITH.

GRIFFITIIS.

The combination of a letter or mml box 55
:lmvmg a hinged door and an indicating- wheel
mounted on acenterpm in the wall of thebox, - .+
3 | and having laterally-projecting ratchet-teeth
on 1ts face Wlth an. ela,stm b'u pwoted te Lhe DI

being the holiday,) the third pawl- bfa.r Lycon-
‘neeted o a projection, {, on the ;plate EK, is
provided to engage with the ratehet-teeth on .+

the wheel D,so that when the plate K is turned 50 - '
by the hq‘ndle I to throw the pawl I outofac- - -
tion and cover the numbers, the wheel D:will - - -
| be turned by the pawl Lito the extenb of Q. day S

Between the wall of the bm: and the lﬂdl 1
~cating-wheel I mount on the center pin,p, a |
-~ thin plate or disk, K, having a slot, %, in such |
. a p031t10n that 80 lon g as th plmte K 1em~1ms;

zd001 and engaﬁmrrwnh the latehet Leeth to acb TR

zeentel pm_ Gf tue W heel and connectcd to the -
door and engaging with thesaid ratchet-teeth
o act as a pawl, and a Seeond elastic bm' en- ;
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