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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, Jogx T. SMITH,
Rocktall, in the county of Middlesex and State
of Connecticut, have invented a new Attach-
ment for Harmonicas: ; and 1 do hereby declare
the follow:mg, when taken in connection with
accompanying drawings and the letters of ref-
erence marked thereon, to be a full, clear, and
exact desceription of the same, and which said
drawings constitute part; of this Sp(‘Cl 1cation,

“and represent, in—

Figure 1, a perspective view of a mouth-
piece detached Fig. 2, a perspective view of
an instrument with the mouth-piece applied;
Fig. 3, a transverse section through the in-
strument and mouth-piece; Fig. 4, a modifi-
cation of the mouth-piece, showing the open-
ing as made adjustable.

This invention relates to animprovement in
the instrument commonly called ‘‘harmon-
an 1nstrument consisting of a
block having a series of reeds to which a corre-
sponding series of openings in the edge of the
block lead, so that the edge of the block applied
to the mouth permits the reeds to be sounded
either by drawing in or discharging the breath
through the passages leading to the reeds.
These instruments, although usually formed
with a wood body, are provided with a metal
casing upon opposite sides, upon which the
lips of the person using the instrument must
rest, and so that these metal surfaces drag upon
the lips as the instrumentis moved to the right
This frequently in-
Again, several reeds are ex-
posed to the mouth, with no degree of cer-
tainty as to how many are so exposed, so that

if, for illustration, but three reeds are desired |
to be used very great care must be exercised |

that a fourth, or even more, are not embraced

“within the hps, 80 as to pelmlt air to enter or

escape through the said several reeds, thusin-
terfering with the proper working of the in-
strament.

The object of my invention is to provide a
mouth-piece for the instrument which will

rest stationary between the lips while the 1n-

strument 18 moved from right to left, which
mouth-piece is adapted to embrace a prede-
termined number of reeds only.

A represents the mouth-piece, (see Fig. 1,)

of

through the mouth-
-with perfect freedom. Under this arrange-

which is best made from sheet metal,and is benf
into shape corresponding to the shape of the
instrument in transverse section, and 8o as to
set over the edge of the instru ment but slide
freely thereon from right to leit. Through the
top of the mouth-pieceﬂthat is, that portion
which lieg directly over the reed-openings—an
opening, B, 1s made, in length corresponding
to the number of reeds desired to be embraced
inasingle action. The mouth-pieceisapplied
to the instrument as seen in Iigs. 2 and 5.
The person using the instrument holds 1t in
the usual manner, placing the lips upon the
mouth-piece. The lips embrace the mouth-

| piece, so as to hold it firm with the lips, and
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s0 held the instrument is free to be moved -

piece to the right or lett

ment only a certain particular number of reeds
are embraced within the limits of the mouth-
piece, and the difficulty of accidentally in-
cluding other reedsis avoided, and the friction
of the instrumen{ upon the lips, which pro-
duces disagreeable results, is also avoided.

In some cases it may be desirable to make
the opening through the mouth-piece adjust-
able, so as to embrace a greater or less num-
ber of reeds. To do this I apply over the
mouth-piece an auxiliary cap, C, (see Fig. 4,)
the mouth-piece having a maximum-sized
opening through it, while the cap over the
mouth-piece has a corresponding opening, So
that the maximum opening may be utilized
by bringing the two holes to register the one
with the other; but by sliding the cap upon
the mouth-piece, as indivated in broken lines,
Fig. 4, the opening may be contracted to any
desirable extent.

The particular shape of the wings or sides
of the mouth-piece, which extend down upon
the side of the instrument, may be varied to
suit different mouths, it only being essential
to the invention that the mouth-piece shall be
adapted to be applied to the edge of the in-
strument and slide freely thereon, and so as
to prevent the contact of the lips with the in-
strument.

I claim—

1. The herein-described attachment for har-
monicas, consisting of a mouth-pilece shaped
to embrace the edge of the instrament and
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overlap its sides, and so as to slide freely upon
the edge of the instrument, the face of the
mouth-plece constructed with an opening to
expose a predetermined number of reed-open-
Ings in the instrument, substantially as de-
SOI‘lbed

2. A mouth-piece forharmonicas,consisting
of a plate adapted to embrace and shde upon
the edge of the instrument, with an opening

10 of maximum size through it to expose 3 cer- |

!I

tain number of reed-openings in the edge of
theinstrument, combined with an overlappmn
cap adj llSL"LblB on sald plate to vary the size
of opening to the openings in the 1nstrument
substantially as described.

JOHN T. SMITH.

Witnesses:
ARTHUR B. CALLT,
MINERVA C. CALEF.
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