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To all whom ¢t may concermn: showing the manner in which the sides close
- Beit known that we, FREDERICK D. FRY | inward toward each other, so that it may be
and HENRY W. BENEDICT, citizens of the | withdrawn from the shoe after the latter has
United. States, residing at Danbury, in the | been removed from the last. | 53
¢ county of Fairfield and State of Connecticut, | 1 denotes the last proper, which is of the or-
have invented certain new and usefulimprove- | dinary construction. The gist of our inven-
- ments in Lasts for Overshoes; and we do here- | tion lies in making the lower portion of the
| by declare the following to be a full, clear, and | heel of the last removable and collapsible.
| exact deseription of the invention, such as will | In carrying out our invention we make the 6o
10 enable others skilled in the art to which it ap- | lower portion of the last proper slightly lower
pertains to make and use the same. than in ordinary lasts, and secure a plate, 2,
~ Qur invention relates to the manufacture of | at the center thereof. The shape or size of
overshoes, and has for its objeet to provide | this plate is not of the essence of our inven-
means whereby overshoes having inwardly- | tion, nor is the manner of its attachment to 65
15 curved counters may be molded without in- | the last. The remainder -of the heel portion
creasing the cost of production. It has here- | of the last consists of the removable plate,
 tofore been a serious objection to all classes of | which we have designated as a whole by 3.
overshoes, particularly to ladies overshoes, | This plate consists of two parts or wings, 4,
that it was impossible to keep them from slip- | which are hinged together at the back. At ya
20 ping at the heel without some kind of supple- | the front of the plate the two wings are caused
| mental securing devices. This objection we | to overlap each other, onebeing beveled on the
avoid by causing the counters of overshoes to | under side and the other on the upper side, as
curve inward from the heel, so that the con- | clearly shown in Fig. 6. 5 denotes a tlange
vex inner side of the eurve will rest against | around the edge of both wings of the folding 75
2= the heel of the ordinary shoe, bearing thereon | plate, which engages the outer side of the heel
with a firm but yielding pressure, so that the { portion of the last proper, as clearly shown in
overshoe is held securely in place and is inno | Fig. 3. | |
danger of becoming removed or of slipping in It will of course be apparent that the spe-
ordinary use. Overshoes embodying our im- | cial degree of curvature of the counter of the 8c
30 provement cannot, however, be molded in the | overshoe is not of the essence of our invention, .
ordinary manner, as it would beimpossible to | that being determined by the shape of the last
remove them from the last. In ordertoover- | and the folding plate. It will be seen in Kig.
conme this objection, we have devised the sim- | 1 that the outline of the last proper gives the
ple and novel construction of last which we | desired curvature to the upper portion of the 8s
35 will now deseribe, referring by numbers to the | counter, and that the outline of the folding
accompanying drawings, forming part of this | plate gives the desired curvature to the lower
specification, in which— = T portion of the counter, the deepest part of the
Figure 1 isan elevation of the last complete, | curved portion—that is the part that bears
~ an overshoe being shown in section thereon; | against the heelof the ordinary shoe—belngat gc
40 Fig. 2, an inverted plan view of thelast, show- | the point of intersection of the downward
ing the folding plate in position thereon; Fig. | curve of thelast proper and the upward curve
3, a vertical transverse section through the | of the outer edge of the ifolding plate, as
heel portion of the last and folding plate; | is clearly shown in Figs. 1 and 3. In use the
Fig. 4, a perspective of the heel portion of an | folding plate is placed in position, as shownin 95
5 overshoe, the side being broken away, show- | Figs. 1, 2, and 3, the inner sides of wings 4 |
ing the folding plate in the shoe after the lat- | resting against plate 2, and the inner edge of
‘ter has been removed from the last; Fig. 5, a | flange 5 resting against the heel poriion of the
perspective of a plate which is attached to the | last proper. The molding and curing of the
body of the last at the center of the heel; Fig. | shoe from this point onward 1s performed in 100
50 6, a perspectiveof the folding plate detached; | the usnal or any preferred manner, which it
and Fig. 7, an elevation of the folding plate, | is not necessary to describe, as 1t formsno part




- of our present invention. After the molding, | gage plate 2 and the flange to engage the heel
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- 2, attached at the center of the heel, of a fold-
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‘seribed last for overshoes, the heel portion of

2 | 368,664

curing,-and finishing of the shoe has been per-

formed the last is removed in the usual man- {

ner, plate 2, which is secured to the last, slip-
ping out from between the wings of the fold-
ing plate and leaving the latter in the heel of
the shoe, as shown in Fig. 4. The folding

plate may now be readily removed by closing
the sides together, as shown in Fig. 7.

Having thus described our invention, we
claim— | -

1. As a new manufacture, the herein-de-

which congists of a detachable and collapsible
folding plate. - r
2. The combination, with a last, of a fold-
ing plate consisting of wings hinged together,
and provided with a flange adapted to engage
the heel portion of the last, substantially as de-
seribed. | | o |
3. The combination, with a last, and a plate,

ing plate consisting of wings hinged together, |
and having a flangearound the outer edge, the |

inner sides of said wings being adapted to. en- |

portion of the last. -

4. The combination, with a last having a
plate, 2, attached at the center of the heel, of a
folding plate consisting of wings hinged to-

30

gether at the back, and having a flange at the

outer edge, the inner sides of said wings being

adapted to engage plate 2 and the flange to
engage the heel portion of the last, one of said
wings being beveled on the apper side at the
front and the other on the under side to permit
them to fold readily.
- 5. The herein-described. last for molding
overshoes with inwardly-curved counters, the
heel portion of which is detachable from the
body thereof, and is made of parts hinged to-
gether so that it may be readily removed from
an overshoe.
In testimony whereof we affix our signatures
1n presence of two witnesses. |
FREDERICK D. FRY.
HENRY W. BENEDICT,
Witnesses: ' S
NORMAN HoODGE,
- Ju L. HOPKINS.,
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