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 To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, ELLA KLIZABETH
WEsT and JACOB SOUDERS WEST, citizens of
- the United States, residing at New York, in
s the county of New York a,nd State of New
York have invented a new and useful Im-
pwvement in Skirt - Supporters, of which the
~ following is a specification.

The object of the device which forms the sub- |

1o Ject-matter of the present invention is to re-

lieve the hips and waist of the weight of the
skirts and transfer the same to the shoulders
Theinvention consists, essentially, in attach-

ing a skirt-supporter or bustle to the waist-

5

band of a body portion or corset Wthh is pro-
vided with shoulder-straps.

In order that our inventron may be fully un- |

derstood, we will deseribe it with reference to
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-secured to the body of the wearer.

the accomp&nymg drawings, in which—

FFigure 1 1s a persmctwe view of the device
. Fig. 2 is
a perspective view of the device detached.
Fig. 3 is a section of one of the upright stays.
I‘lcr 4 i3 a section illustrating the construc-
tm:u of the bustle or supporter Fig. 5 18 a
transverse section through the front stays or
corset-seetion.

The body portion or cmset consists of a
waistband, ¢, andaband, b, aboveit, the two be-

30 1ng connected together at snitable intervals by
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means of stays ¢. These stays are provided
with sockets for the reception of stiffening-
ribs ¢, which may be of steel, bone, reed, or
similar material. The front Stays ¢, are prO
vided with any suitable means for securing

the corset to the body of the wearer, the cord

and eyelets shown in the drawings being pret-
erable, because simple and effectwe affording
rmele means for tightening the altlcle on the

40 body of the wearer o any desired extent.

‘d are the shoulder-straps, attached at back

to the upper band, b, of the corset through the
medium of elastic webbmg e, and prowded at
front with eyelets f for eno*an*emenb by hooks

45 ¢, secured to the front palt of the corset.

The skirt-supporter or bustle consists, es-
sentially, of a strip, &, of steel, bone, reed, or

similar material, bent and seculed to thelower

~edge of the walstband a by means of a web,

i. The stnp h 18 secar ed to the outer edge of
the web 4, the latter being substantially of
crescent shqpe
strip 4 are thereby brought into close contact
with the waistband at the sides of the wearer,

‘while intermediate of its extremities the dis-
‘tance between it and the waistband ﬂ‘radu~

ally increases toward the center.
It will be apparent that skirts secured

around the waist of the wearer above this bus-

tle cannot possibly slip down, and the bustle
being supported from the shoulders of the
wearer, all discomfort arising from the weight
ol the sklrts upon thehipsis entirely avoided.

The eyelets in the shoulder-straps form ample

means for supporting the bustle at any height

desired, while the elastic at the back allows
the free movement of the body without that
restraint which would be incident to the use
of non - elastic shoulder - straps and a corset
or similar article of apparel which is incapa-
ble of sliding up and down upon the body. .
“We do not desire to limit ourselves to the

use of any particular kind of fabric for the

various straps, bands, and other parts of the
device, as there are many which are suitable
for the purpose.
tion of the maker, as it must depend some-

~what apon the qua,llty and price of the article

to be produced.

Having thus described our inv enlion, the
following is what we clalm as new therem and
desire to secure by Letters Patent: |

1. ASs a new article of manufacture, askirt-

'-SuPporter comprising the upper zmd lower

horizontal bands, @ b, the rear and side verti-

This is left to the discre- -
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The two extlemltles of the

7C
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cal stays, ¢, mtermednte of the sald bands

“and connectmg the same, the front vertical

stays, ¢/, secured to the terminal ends of the
bands and baving an intermediate connection,

substantially as described, the shoulder:- sbraps 9o

connected to the upper band and a bustle at-
tached to and arranged in the same Pplane as
the lower band, as set; forth.

2. As a new article of manufacture, a skut
supporter comprising the upper a,nd lower
horizontal bands, ¢ b, the rear and side verti-
cal stays, ¢, mtermedlate of the said bands, the
front vertwftl stays, c secur ed to the terminal
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ends of the bands and having an intermediate |

connection, substantially as described, the
strip A, arranged in rear of and connected to
the waistband, the web intermediate of the

waistband and strip, and the shoulder-straps |-

-connected to the upper band, b, substantially
as described, for the purpose set forth.

In testimony that we claim the forego_ing as |

our own we have hereto affixed our signatures
in presence of two witnesses.

ELLA ELIZABETH WHEST.
JACOB SOUDERS WEST.

Witnesses:
BENTAMIN T. YATES,
WILLIAM D. SMITH.
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