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To all whom it oy concerie:

Be it known that I, FRANK A. FoUTs, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Washing-
ton, 1n the District of Columbia,haveinvented
certain new and useful Improvementsin Cigar-
Holders; and 1 do hereby declare the follow-
ing to he a full, elear, and exact description
of the invention, snch as will enable others
skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same.

My invention is a cigar-holder, and 1t is an
1mprovement on the articleshown and claimed

in my Letters Patent of the United States No.

364,504, dated June 7, 1887.
My present improvement relates to a cigar-
holder haviug a body formed of an elastic or
flexible plate or sheet, said body being
yided with a handle and an opening for the
reception of a cigar, the edge of sald opening
being yielding or flexible, so as to conform to
cigars of different diameters, the inner part of
the body of said holder being provided with
radial slits communicating with the opening
aforesaid and a cut through said body, where-
by jaws are formed which may be parted and
the opening in the holder enlarged, the face
immediately around said opening, or the edge
thereof, or both, being provided with a ma-
terial fu]apted to pmtect the body from fire or
heat, all of which will be fully hereinafter
sl}eciﬁed, and pointed outb 1n the claims.

The holder is preferably formed of india-
rubber or otherelastic or flexible material. 1t
is in the nature of a shield, being adapted to
protect the mustache and lips of the smoker
from the fire end of a cigar.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
represents a front view of the face of the cigar-
holder, the jaws being closed 1n their normal
position; and If1ig. 2 is a rear view thereof,
with the jaws sprung apart so as to enlarge
the central opening. Fig. 3 1s a sectional
view taken on the line X X of Ifig. 1. Tig. 4
represents an edge view of the holdel one of
the jaws belng 1.:118{3(1 above the line of 1t5 COn-
panion jaw. Fig. 5 represents an edge view of
the holder with a partly-smoked cigar therein;
and I'ig. 6 15 a perspective view of the holder
and partly-smoked cigar, the inner end of the
cigar and holder being at rest upon a flat sur-
face, the fire end of the cigar Leing elevated
above the surface.

“indicate corresponding

Pro-

In the accompanying drawings like letters
parts in the several
views. -

The letter A represents the body of the
holder, shown in the form of a disk, and B is
a handle, formed integral with the body A
and extending ountward therefrom. O indi-
cates a central opening in said body for the
reception of a cigar, A circumferentialledge
or recess, D), 18 formed around the opening
atoresaid. This recess is formed by a de-
pression 1n the face of the body A around the
opening. The depression being on one side
of the body only, leaves the material along
the edge of the opening or wall thinner than
the body portion, so that this edge will readily
yleld and conform to a cigar when inserted
into the opening without expanding or affect-
ing the body portion, which is comparatively
thick and firm. 'The recess formed by said

depression 1s filled in or coated with a layer

of asbestus or asbestus paint or other incom-
bustible material, or material which will pro-
tect the body of the holder from fire and heat
when a cigar 1s consumed down to the outer
face of the holder. The edge of the opening
18 also coated or pmtected Of couarse it is
not intended to smoke a cigar so close ag to
bring the fire end thereof into contact with
the holder. If, however, such should occur,
the body of the holdex will be protected by the
incombustible material aforesaid.

I'he letter I' represents a cut completely
through the body of the holder, so as to enable
a smoker to separate the jaws formed by said
cut and enlarge the central opening in the
holder for the purpose of admitting or dis-
charging a cigar therefrom. It is not desirable
to handle a cigar when the same is burned to
a small fragment. Therefore, when a cigar is
soreduced the smoker may dlseh"u o Lhe same
from the holder by opening the. jaws. In
practice the diameter of the opening in the
holder is smaller than the diameter of the
average cigar, so that when the cigar is in-
serted into said opening the edge thereof will
vield and conform to the diameter of the cigar
and securely bold and clamp the same.

In order to render the edge of the opening
or that portion which binds the CIZar niore
ylelding, flexible, or elastic, I prowde the im-

| ner part of the holder with a series of siim,
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These slits communicate with the opennicr‘

aforesaid, and they extend outward radially,
whereby yleldmg sections are formed.

Having thus described my invention, I claim

5 as new and desire to secure by Letters Patent
of the United States—- |
1. As an article of manufacture, a cigar-
holder consisting of a plate or sheet provided
with a handle and an opening for the recep-
1c tion of a cigar, and also provided with a cut
through the body, substantially as specified.
2. As an article of manufacture, a cigar-
holder consisting of a sheet or plate ha,vm o Q
handle and provided with an opening for the
t5 reception of a cigar, the inner wall or edge of
“said opening being more flexible or yield-
ing than the outer or body portion, said plate
being also provided with a cut throur-rh its
body, substantially as specified.
20
holder consisting of a sheet or plate provided

3. As an article of manufacture, a cigar- |

with an opening for the reception of a cigar,
and with slits partly through the inner wall
or body,which communicate with the opening
aforesaid, said plate having a cut through its 25

| body zmd being provided with a handle, sub-

stantially as specified. |
4. As an article of manufacture, a mgar-

holder consisting of a plate or sheet provided
with a handle and an opening for the recep- 3o
tion of a cigar, also provided with a cut
through the body, the inner wall or edge of
the opening aforesaid being provided “With
fire or heat resisting means, substantially as
slaeclﬁed : | 35

In testimony whereof T affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

I‘RANK A ]ﬁOUTS

"Wltuesses | |
J. D. WIcK HEA/PLTON
FRANK O. VAN G_ORDER
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