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Lo all whom it may conceri:

Beitknown that I, Wirrraam M. CLow, a citi-
zen of the United States of America, restding
ab last Wheatland, in the county of Will and
State of Illinois, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Wire-Fence Stays, of
which the following is a specification, refer-
ence being had therein to the accompanying
drawings.

This invention relates to certain improve-
ments in wire-fence stays for supporting and
holding at regular distances apart the strand-
wires of a fence between the tence-posts where
the fence- posts are at considerable distance
apart, said improvements being fully set forth
and explainedinthe following specification and
claims, reference being had to the accompany-
Ing drawings, and the figures and letters of ref-
crence marked thereon, which form a part of
this specification, in which—

Figure 11is a perspective view of a stay-rod
having strand-wires of a fence clipped thereto.
Fig. 218 a top plan view of a elip placed on a
rod, showing the rod in cross-section. Fig. 3
1s a side plan view of the same, Fig. 4 isaside
planviewof aclip. Fig.5 is a top plan view
of the same; and Fig. ¢ is a perspective view
ofasection ofa stay-rod having secured thereon
a clip holding a section of fence-wire.

B represents a stay-rod formed from a piece
of wire rod, round in cross-section, having
formed at its upper end a head, «, and bluntly
pointed at its lower end.

C represents clips for securing the strand-
wires of a fence to the stay-rod B, east from
metal fashioned to have two pairs of loops, the
plane of one pair of loops being at right angles
to the opposite pair of loops, as shown, each
clip having anintegrallocking-key, P,arranged
to project from the inner part of one looped
part toward the opposite fellow-loop. It isin-
tended that said clips shall be made of mallea-

- ble iron or other metal, adapting them to bend
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so that they may be applied to their use by a
pair of common pinchers.

Referring particularly to Fig. 1, the clip C
(shown at 1)issoformed that its loops bearing
againgt the rod B are broad enough to have
considerable engagingsurface,and are likewise
corrugated, as shown at d, (see also Figs. 2 and
3,) which adapts them to bind firmly on said

whilll

rod, and portions of said broadened parts are
formed as wings D, which are adapted to be
closed about rod B, to assist to bind said clips
to said rod. | |

The locking-key P of the clip is fashioned to
be wedge-shaped, and waved or notched along
1ts outer side, as shown at 7/, and arranged in
sach manner that its free end will project to-
ward the opposite loop, and is adapted to be
forced within said loop by bending the elip, as
shown by dotted lines in Fig. 2. As the key
enters said loop,it fills the hollow of said loop,
and the farther it is entered the more space it
occupies. The portion of said loop engaging
the outersideofthe key PisV-shapedor formed,
substantially as shown at Z in Fig. 2, in such
mannerastoengage along the waves or notches
of the key to assist to hold the key sccurely
seated. | |

The clip shown at 2 in Figs. 1, 4, and 5 has
1ts body uniform in cross-section throughout,
and 18 not provided with the wings D, but is
adapted to be held in position by {rictional
contact exclusively.

The manner of applying and securing a stay
to atenceis as follows: The clips arcin the first
Instance placed on the strand-wires in such
manner that the said strands will rest in a pair
of loops and against the inner side of thelock-
ing-key, after which the rod Bis passed down
through the opposite pair of loops of each clip
1n 1ts order in such manner that said rod and
strands will engage each other and be ab right
angleswith each other. 'When this is done, the
clips are grasped at the side next the strand-
wires by a pairof pinchers orother implement,
and said two side loops bent togther, forcing
keys Pinto their respective loops and wedging
them against the strand-wires, thus tightly
binding the strand-wires to the stay-rod B and
holding them by frictional contact. (Seeland
2 1n Fig, 1.)

It desired, the position of the clips may be
changed to bring the locking-key I? in contact
with rod B, as shown at 3 in FFig. 1, and in in-
stances where a small single wire or small ca-
ble is to be bound to the stay-rod B, where the
loops would be too large to bind securely in
the manner described, the locking-key P> may
be bent to stand against rod B, as shown in Fig.
6, and thus occupy more space within the loop,
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| draw up the two 0pp051te loops against the | the clips C may be varied from that shown 35
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strand-wire,and bind as firmly as in the former
way, and by means of the taper of key P and
the deseribed methods of applying the clips
they areadapted to bind and hold strand-wires
of all common sizes. Any number of fence-
wires may be thus clipped to a stay-rod at any
desired distance apart, clips being only used in
numbper cmresl)ondlnn with the wires of the
fence.

In use therod Bsta,nds upon the ground a,nd
thus supports the wires like a post, and in in-
stances where the ground is soft they may be
driven into or rest upon a block or small stake
placed or driven into the ground, in order
that they may at such places also support the

fence-wires off the ground.

- By this construction and mrann*ﬂment all

 material used is confined strictly to places re-
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quired for each special occasion, and thus can
be made strong at little expense,.as it is thus

simplified. The head a ofrod Bisfor the pur-

pose of preventing the clips slipping off at the
top when being applied, and the lower ends,
being bluntly pmnted,assnstln guldmﬂ*throuwh
the clips.

It 1Isnob an essentml feature of this invention

that the rod B should be round in cross-sec-
tion. Itmay,if desired, beof anysuitable form,
and it may have its sides corrugated, serrated,

~or roughened, if it is desired,which will cause

‘the clips C to more firmly bind to it. On the
drawings a portion of said rod is shown at R
as roughened, and the form in cross-section of

without affecting the result desired.

Having thus descrlbed mymventwn whatl =

claim as new, and desire to secure by Letiers
Patent, is as follows, to wit:

1. A wire-fence stay conmstmfr of a metal 40

rod having a head at its upper end and bluntly

pointed at its lower end, in combination with

a series of metal clips fashmned to have two

pairs of loops arranged in such manner that

‘the plane of one pair is at right angles to the
plane of the opposite pair, and having an in-
tegral locking-key adapted to be wedged into

the hollow of one loop and against the wire
strands or rod to bind and hold said strands to

said rod,wherein said parts are combined and

armnged in the manner substantmlly as set
forth.

2. In combination with the strands of a wire
fence, the rod B and the clips C, having the

integral locking-keys I, whereby sald wire

strands are chpped to said rod and held by

frictional contact by means of said key being
forced into the hollow of oneloop, in the man-

ner substantially as specified.
3. In combination with rod B, the clips C,
having integral locking-keys P and broadened

serrated portions d and wings D, substantially

as zmd for the purpose seb forth

"WILLIAWI M. CLOW.

Witnesses:

Tros. H. HuTon

INS,

WM. J. HUTCHINS.
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