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Lo all whonv it may concermn.:

Be it known that I, LAvEGA SELT, of Pied-
mont, 1 the county of Wayne and State of
Missouri, have invented a new and Improved
Nut Lock,, of which the following is a specifi-
cation, reference being had to the annexed
drawmﬂ% forming a pmt thereof, in which-—

mee 1 18 a side elevation of my improved
nut- loeL Fig. 2 1s a transverse section taken
on line 2 & in Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a side eleva-
tion of one of the Springs employed for fast-
ening the nut. Fig. 4 is a plan view of the
same. Iig. 518 a Emnsverse section taken on
line ¥  in Fig. 3. I1g. 6 1s a front elevation
of the nut-lock spring-holder. Fig. Tigaplan
view of the nut-lock spring-holder, and Fig.
8 1s an end elevation of the same.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in all the figures.

The object of my invention is to provide a
simple and eiffective device for preventing the
accldental loosening of nuts and bolts em-
ployed in securing :ish-p]ates to railway-rails,
at the same time permitting of a certain
amount of motion in the bolts.

My invention consists in the combination,
a flange extendmn‘
over the foot of the rail and prowded with a

~cavity for receiving a spring-holder, of a
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spring-holder fitted to the cav ity, and aspring
supported by the holder and adapted to en-

gage the sides of the nuts, all as hereinafter
more fully deseribed.

To the railway-rail A are fitted the fish-
plates B, having flanges C, which extend out-
ward over the foof of the rail. In the flanges
C are formed recesses « between each pwrt of
the bolt-holder, as shown in Fig. 1, and to the

-sald recesses are fitted the spring- holdels D,

which are provided with studs b for eurraﬂ‘mg
the springs. The spring-holders D are pro-
vided with shoulders ¢ for receiving the tool
by which they are lifted out of the recesses «.

Upon the studs & of the spring-holders D
are received the straight springs E, the said
springs being promded with a central aper-
ture, e, ad'tpted to fit over the studs . The

spriugs i are each provided with an ear, f,
which servesthe double purpose of re-enfore-
1ng the spring opposite the aperture ¢ and of

| providing a hold upon the spring-support D,
the said ear extending downward behind the
rear surface of the spring-support. The ends of
the springs It are thickened upon their under
surface and beveled to adapt them to the sur-
face of the flange C of the fish- -plates, and
they are also plowded with guide-pins g,
which extend into holes 7, for med in the flange
of the fish-plate.

T'he fish-plate is held in its place upon the
rail ends by bolts ¢ in the usunal way, and the
nuts 7 are- turned so as to bring their lower
surfaces in a horizontal plane. The studs b
of the spring-holders D are placed in the
apertures ¢ of the springs, and the Springs are
inserted underneath the nuts, the spring-sup-

~port D being lifted by means of a sultable
wrench, so as 0 allow 1t to slip into the recess
« 1n the flange of the fish-plate. The wrench
by which the nut-lock is placed in position is
also of suitable dimensions to apply to the
nuts 7, so that the trackman is obliged to carry
but a single’wrench to tighten or loosen the
nuts or to I'CINOVEe Or Qpply the nut-lock.

My improved nut-lock allows of the expan-
sion and contraction of the track-rails, and
also of the yielding of the track dumnfr the
passage of a train. -

Having thus fully described my invenion,

Patent—

1. The combination, with the fish-plate B,
provided with a wce&ﬁ a, and holes £, of the
spring-holder D, havmn shoulders ¢ and 2
stud, b, and the spring E, provided with an
apeltme e, and ears f, and having thickened
ends furnished with guide-pinsg, Sllb‘it‘llltl'll]y
as deseribed.

2. The cembination, with the mﬂq A, of
the fish- plates B, hwmn recesses ¢ and holes
h, the spring-holders D adapted to the re-
cesses and provided w1th the studs b, and the
straight springs I, having the central aper-
ture, ¢, and prov 1ded Wwith the ears f and the
pms g, substantially as deseribed.

LAVEGA. SELF.

Witnesses: |
WILLIAM N. NALL
W. L. RALSTON,

. WILLTIAM P. TONEY.
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