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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, DANIET. RHODES, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Washing-
ton city, in the District of Columbia, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
I Spring-Guns or Toy Pistols; and I do de-
clare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying draw-
1ngs, and to the letters and figures of reference
marked thereon, which form a part of this
specification.

The invention will first be deseribed in con-

nectlon with the drawings, and then pointed

out in the claims.

Figure 1 of the drawings is a side eleva-
tion, partly broken away to show the sSpring
and the butterfly - stem with its diametrical

pin. Fig. 2 is a plan view, broken away at

the rear end to show the barrel and spring in
the handle. Tig. 3 is a transverse section on
line x « of Fig. 1. TFig. 4 is a detail view in
perspective of the butterfly. TFig. 5 is a side
view and cross-section of a modification of the
barrel shown in Figs. 1 and 2; and Fig. 6 is
a detail view of a modification of the trigger
shown in perspective and in connection with
the barrel.

In the drawings, A represents the barrel,
which 1s slotted, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2 of
the drawings, or grooved, as shown in Fig.
0. The two slots or grooves ¢ a run spirally
around the barrel and diametrically opposite
t0 each other from the stop ¢ ab the outer end
to the points «?. |

B is the spring coiled withinthe barrel and
resting with one end upon the bottom of a
groove, ¢, 1 the straight handle C. '

D is the trigger or lever fulerumed at d on
the handle, supported at the rear end by the
upwardly-pressing spring E, and provided in
front with the curved edge ¢’ and rear cavi-
ties, d°, thus forming a wing, D', on each side.

In Fig. 6 of the drawings I show a modi- |

fied form of trigger, which consists of the
tube M, having the bow m, cross-slot m’, and
dlametrically-opposite end slots, m? m?.

F represents the*butterfly tov, which is well
known to the public. In order to use this
with my spring-gun, I apply the pin £, which
passes through a diametrical hole of the stem
" near its free end. In order to re-enforce
the stem where the pin is applied, I prefer to
employ a tube, f? which has opposite holes
to register with that in the stem. The stem
/" 18 placed in the barrel, as shown in Fig.
1 of the drawings, so that its end will bear

will be in the opposite slots or grooves a «.
The hand is then pressed upon the end of the
stem, between the branches IV I, until the

trigger-wings D’ D’ are lifted by the pin f
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upon the top of the spring, while the pin F 6o

- and allowed to fall, so as to bring the ends of 65

sald pinin the cavities ¢>. The gun or pistol
1s then securely cocked, and the spring B
under very considerable tension, which may
be made more or less. When it is desired to
propel the butterfly into the air, the rear end
of the trigger is pressed down, so as to lift

the wings I’ D, when the stored-up power

| In the spring B expels the butterfly from the

barrel.

Having thus deseribed all that is neecessary
to a full understanding of my invention, what
Lelaim as new, and desireto protect by Letters
Patent, 15—

1. In a spring-gun, the barrel made with
two diametrically - opposite spiral slots or
grooves, each extending from the outer end
stop, @', to the point «* in combination with
a sultable spring and trigger, for the purpose
- specified.

2. The lever-trigger D, fulerumed at d on
the handle, supported at the rear end by the
upwardly - pressing spring B, and provided
with front wings, D’ I, convexly curved at @’
and concavely at ¢, in eombination with a
barrel having two diametrically-opposite slots
Or grooves, whereby a cross-pinned stem may
be held againsta compressed spring, the lock-
Ing action being automatie, while finger-press-
ure will release the spring, as set forth.

o. T'he butterfly toy I', having a cross- pin,
Jy near the lower end of its stem £/, to adapt
1t to be shot from a pistol or gun,in the man-
| ner described. '
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4. A toy pistol consisting of a barrel hav- | rear arm, substantially as shown and de-
ing two diametrically-opposite and parallel | scribed. . o IO
slots or grooves in which side arms of the | . In testimony whereof I affix my signaturein
missile travel spirally, a propelling -spring | presence of two witnesses. |
5 coiled in the barrel and handle, and a spring- | DANIEL RHODES.

trigger which automatically locks the mis- Witnesses:
- sile-arms to hold the propelling-spring com- A. RUPPERT,
pressed and 18 tripped by pressure upon its | SOLON C. KEMON.
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