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To all whonv tt may concern: ' '

Be it known that we, THOMAS FERGUSON
and WILLIAM W. CARTNER, citizens of the
United States, resident at Parkersburg, in the

5 county of Butler and State of Iowa, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Flying Targets; and we do declare the fol-
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the invention, such as will enable oth-

10 ers skilled 1inthe art to which it appertains to

make and use the same, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, and to letters
or figures of reference marked thereon, w hich
form a part of this specification.

I‘wme L 1s a top view of our improved fly-
ing mrn*et with the openspring-ring in the ini-

| 131&1 1)08111011 Fig. 2 shows a top view of the
target with the spring off the body thereof,

L5

‘md I'ig. 3 1s a vertical Seetloml view of the |

20 target.
| Our invention relates to flying targets; and
1t consists 1n the construction and novel com-
~ bination of parts, as hereinafter set forth.
- Referring by letter to the accompanying
25 drawings, A designates a sheet-metal target
- designed for use in wing-shooting from tmps. -
'This class of targets is now in use; but the
- present construcblou 18 objectionable for sev-
eral reasons. The principal one of these ob-
30 jections is that the tail of the target will be
caused to fly oaut by the jar from the trap, for
the reason that the tail only touches the target
ab three points when set. Consequently if the
- shot should dent the target at these points the
tail cannot be set Wlbhout being taken off and
fastened, so that the points will have new bear-
ings. Furthermore, the targets have to be.-
made of light material.. When the shot strikes
them, the targets will spring in order to throw
the tail out. Consequently the targets last
only a short time. Our object is mainly to
overcome these difficulties and objections, and
to make a metal target that can be used un-
limitedly without getting out of order, and one
which can be set any number of times and will
require the same forece or jar to throw off the |
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‘rial as may be desirable.

into said seat, as set {orth.

spring, thereby giving each competitor in a

‘shooting-match the same chance, which 1s a
thing to be desired.

The open spring-ring Cis made of steel wir e, 50
and when sprung _to phcp clamps the target-
body, to the rim of which it is connected by a
link, D. -The ring-indicator € 1s sprung into
an annular recess or groove, Z, around the

‘body portion ofthetal getand concentric there- 55 .

“Tlth

This target can be set almost 1nqtmntly with-
out the neceSSlty of changing the tension of the
spring, and when struck the friction crease or
grooveis not liable to be (hmawed soas to pre- 60
vent rense. '
= The target may be nmde of as heavy mate-
The spring is re-
leased or thrown off by the jar of the shot. |
The hole at the center aids in producing the 65

fall; but the primary cause is the retarding

effect produced by the ring C dangling at one

‘side of the target and thereby upsetting it.

Having described this invention, what we
cialm, 'md degire to secure by Letters Patent, 70
18—

1. A ﬂying tm‘get 'havmg_--an annular frie-

tion-seat and an open spring-ring indicator

connected thereto and adapted to be sprung

| 75
2, A ﬂylno* target having a central opening

and provided with a rim-connected 1ndicator

held in place by elastic friction and adapted

to be released by the shoeh of the shot strik-

ing it, as set forth.
3. A flying target having a centr al opemn

30

"an annular concentrie iuetmn seat, and a Con-

nected ring-indicator adapted to be released

by the shock of the shot, as specified.
In testimony whereof we aflix our bmnatmes 85

1m presence of two witnesses.

THOMAS FERGUSON.
WILLIAM W. CARTNER.

Witnesses:
S. P. HEARTT,
O. B. COURTRIGHT.
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