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~coffinformed of an outer casing of metal a,nd

35

‘burg, in the county of Warren and State of

- New Jersey, have made certain new and use-

-~ ful Imprm”cments in Burial-Caskets, of whlch_
- the following is a specification.

coffins.
The objeet of the invention is to p:oduce al
‘burial-casket which shall be of ready construc-

an indefinite period "after béing- placed in'the

cement.
ONs novel detfuls of eonstruction wheﬁrphv the

‘objects of the 1nvention are

eompanying drawings, in which— |

‘cover in: position.

UNITED STATES
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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 367,728, dated August 2, 1887,

" Application filed April 29, 1886. Serial No

e

. 900.406. (No model.)

To a:ZZ whom it may 'co;z,cern : o
- Be it known that I, ApaM R. REESE, a citi-
zen of the United Sbates residing at Phﬂllps- |

This mventwn relates to burial-caskets, and
particularly to that class known as “meta]]m”_'

tion, and which shall be composed of such sub-

fqtances as'to render 1t practically non-destruc-
tible by the action of moisture, thus qualifying
1t to remain intact and in-good: condition for

ground; furthermore, the object is to produce
2 coffin having these characteristics which |
Thflllbe qmte light, thus ﬂmﬂltat,lnﬂ* its hmd
ing

W’lth these objectﬁ in view the inv entlon
consists, essentially, ih a .coffin composed of
an outer shell of melal, plefembly of copper,
bronze, or brass, and ﬂ]] 1n11er ]ayer or ]mmg
of natuml stone. : S

Furthermore, the mventmn conslsts in a

an innoer lining of natural slate.

Furthermore, the invention consists ina cof
fin formed of an outer casing orshell of metal
and an inner lining of split slate. ,.

Furthermore, the invention consists in acof

Sy

fin formed of an outer casing of metal and an

inner lining of natural Stoue the two being
joined and fir mly held twethel by 3 1esmaus_

Furthermore, the invention consmts in vari- -

effectiveness of the device insured. B
I have illust 1ated the Invention m Ehe 'w

Figure 11s a side elevqtmu of a mmp]ett,
coffin made in accordance with my invention.
Fig. 21s a plan view of the coffin, bhOWlllﬂ‘ the
Fig. 31s a plaa] view of the

{

- bottom of the casket, Showmg the manner of

attaching the stone lmmﬂ. Jig. 418:a Cross-
secbmnal view, thesection bemg ta,k en through
one of the panelb of the coffin, " Fig. Hisan in-
vmted plan vlew of the hd showing the man- |

point of juncture.

any suitable number of panels, g,

| e thin.

e aftained ‘md the |.
1-this stone may besplit in a manner well known

into very thin sheets, and I.therefore prefor

ner of strengthening it. Fzg G IS a pe1spec
tive view of a portlon of the body. of the cof-
fin, showing the manner of attaching the stone

to the outei shell.

Fig. 7 is a seetlonal view -

showing the manner of attaching the lid and

of constructing the coffins arou nd the panels.

 Fig. 8 is a detail view showing the receptacle

for one of the screws by which the Jid 1s se-

cured in place, and Fig. 9 is a seetional VIE‘E“

showing the construction of the lid.

metal, and preferably of metal whieh is not
SU[]JECt to corrosion, and may thercfore be

‘placed in the earth :md not be affected Ly the

dampness. The metal which is most suitable

for- this purpose.is eoppery though bronze or-

-brass may be -used.
made of sechions secured tﬂﬂ‘ebher at thelr -

This casing or shell 1s

edges by brazing, soldering, or in any other
manner as to present a smooth surface at the
In order that the coffin

may present an ornamental appearance, the
metal plates are pressed between diesso formed

“as to imparb any desired ornamental design to

the shell. In the present drawings Ir;hmre-

shown the shell as formed with pfmels bé-

The sides of the coffin are provided w rith

attached by sunitable hinge- Jomr a, the side

Tn the drawings, A represents the ouler .
shell or casing, which is composed of thin

60

to whwh are

rods, «”, designed to be ngped in carr;}mfr |

the cofiin.
B presents a- hnmg which is pr{,femb}_} of

natural stone, as that substance is very cheap,
light compfired with the weight of metal, and
is entirely unaffected by moisture. It 18 de-

sirable that the coffin be as light a3 possible,

and therefore that the stone emplo) ed should

stone best-adapted for the purpose.is slate, as

to place plates of this substance next the shell.

sle

Tt has been_found thaf the kind of

VO
I |

In order to join the slabs of slate to the shell

‘fu sach manner that the two cannot be easily

separated by the application of force or by the
presence of moisture, I employ a. cement com;
posed of piteh and coal-tar in about the pyo-
portion of seven parts-of piteh to one part ot
coal-tar, as I havefound by experiments thus
this compound is best adapted for the pur
pose. .

o

{70
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 As an additional means of holding thestone |

In the body of the coffin in pla ¢, I provide
the knees b, which are bolted securel y in place.

The bolts which hold the knee to the side of |

n

coffin are of such length as to pass cntirely
through the side and secure a socket for the
handle to the outside of the coffin. :

In order to afford means for attaching the

- badding 3nd lining to the interior of the cof-
fo 1in, I provide the wooden strips C, which are

- attached in any suitable manner to the slate,
and are 8o arranged as to furnish ready means
for fastening the trimming at all poinfs neces-
sary to retain it in place.

The ends of the coffin are preferably made
curved, and the slate with which the ends are
- lined is put in in strips, and as these strips

are flat there is a small space between them
‘and the inside of the shell. This space I fill

In with’the cement before described, and thus

secure the stone lining in place, and at the same
time make such a backing for the shell that it
will ‘sound as though of solid material when

- struek. It may be stated here that all the in-
25

I

tween ‘the ghell and stone are filled with the
cement to prevent the shell from becoming
indented. The cement is represented by the
letter D in the accompanying drawings. -
The lid E of the coffin is made up of metal
and stone, and with a lining of cloth secured
in place in any suitable manner. The outer
portion is formed of metal stamped with any
suitable ornamental design, and within thisis
placed the slabs of stone.
‘the plate forming the outside of the cover rests
‘on the metal strip e, and this strip extends in-
ward far enough to furnisht a support for the
lower edge of the stone strins ¢’. The upper
40 edge of these strips and the plate of stone lin-
ing along the top of the lid are held in place

30

_35

by means of cement and of thestrip ¥, which

- has two flanges, one pressing against the side
stone pieces and the otheragainst the stonein
the top of the lid. One flange of the strip is
provided with the wooden strip ¢”, to which
the lining may be attached. |

In order to strengthen the lid and prevent
any bending of the metal, I provide the braces
E!!an('l EFH. |
ends of the lid, and are attached at one of their

ends to the métal shell and at the other to the
stone.

45

50

55 and at its center to the stone. -

dentations in the shell which form spaces he- |

The lower edge of

. The brace E” extends across the lid, |
- and 18 attached at its ends to the metal strip €

The braces B are placed at the |

)

. 367728

in order to furnish a ready meang for tass-
ening the lid to the body of the coffin, I pro-
vide that portion of thesideat which the serews
passing through the edge of the lid enter with
the bilocks G. These blocks restin spaces cut
in the.sides of the coffin, which spaces aresuf:
ficienfly large to permit movement to a small
degree’in either direction, so that when the
point ot the screw strikes the opening in the
block the said block will be moved to present
a straight-opening for the screw. The block
G is prevented from being withdrawn by means
of & pin, ¢, which ig attached at its lower end
to the'side of the coffin.

Hayiysy $hins fully deseribed my invention,
what { zint, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, ige- ' |

1. A burial-casket comprising a metallic

60
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shell and a Nning of natural stone.

2. A buriai-easket comprising a metallie 75
shell and a Yinsing’ of split slate. o

3. A burial-casket comprising a shell of
metal, a lining of natural stone, and an inter-
posed layer of resinous cement for holding the
two together. | | 3

4. A burial - casket comprising"a' shell of

stamped metal and an inner lining of natural

stone, the spaces between the twe being filled

with a resinous cement.

5. A burial-casket comprising a sheli of 85
metal and an inner lining of natural stone, and
provided with interior strips of wood, substan-
tially as deseribed. | |

0. A burial-casket provided with the mov-

able block having the depending projection go

tor retaining it in
seribed. | |
7. Inaburial-casket,thesides provided with
an opening, the burr situated and capable of
having a slight motien therein, and the pin g, 95
supporting the burr and attached at the lower.
end to the side of the easket. |
8. A burial-casket provided with a lid com-
posed of the outer metal plate and a stone lin-
Ing, and provided with the strengthening-ribs 100
extending transversely and longitudinally of
the same, substantially as deseribed. |
Intestimony whereof I affix mysignature in
presence of two witnesses. -

piace, substantially as de-

ADAM R. REESE.

- Witnesses:
R. G. DYRENFORTH,
- DAVID H. MEAD.
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