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- latehes.”’ _
a face-plate through which the latch and lock .
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1o all whom it may conceri: |
Be it known that I, HENRY HOFFMAN, Jr.,
of South Norwalk, in the county of Fairfield
and State of Connecticut, have invented an Im-
provementin Mortise Locksand Latches; and 1
do hereby declarethe following, when taken 1n
connection with accompanying drawings and
the letters of reference marked thereon, to be a
full, clear, and exact description of the same,
and which said drawings constitute part of this
specification, and represent, in—
Figure 1, aside view of the lock complete;
Fig. 2, a perspective view of the case with the

cap removed, showing the recess in the edge |

of the body of the face-plate and with thescalp
applied; Fig. 3,a perspective view of the cap
with the flange formed thereon to fill the re-
cess in the edge of the body of the face-plate.
Fig. 4, a transverse section through the lock-
case below the bolt-openings; Fig. b, a trans-
versesection through the ease between the bolt-
openings; IFig. 6, a vertieal section through the

- case, looking toward the face-plate, the cap
~ and its flange represented in broken lines.

This invention relates toanimprovementin
that class of door locks and latches which are
adapted to be inserted into a mortise in the
stile of the door commonly called ‘ mortise-
These latches are constructed with

~ bolt, either or both, work, and by which the
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lateh is secured in the door. . --
In the usnal construction of this class of
latches the face-plate is-made separate from
the case and secured thereto, and it is usually
made of a finer metal than the case itself—
that is to say, the case is usnally made of cast-
iron, while the face-plate is made from brass,
bronze, or other finer metal. The face-plate
has been cast separate from the case, not only
because a different kind of metal was desir-
able, but because to cast it npon the case 1t
would De necessary to core the plate for the
bolt-openings.
plate the plate is cast from this metal en-
tirely. This metal being far more expensive

than iron, adds materially to the cost of this

class of mortise-locks over an iron face-plate.

Again, in the finer metal face-

‘as the case may be.

The objeet of my invention is to cast the
face-plate as an integral part of the case,where- 50
by its attachment to the case is avolded, and
also to produce a finer metal face for the plate
at a comparatively small cost. "

A represents the case proper, which is of

any of the usual forms forlock or lateh, or both, 53
- With the case 1 cast a
body portion of the face-plate, which 1s of
the usual shape of the face-plate, as seen in
Fig. 6, except that upon the open side of the
case the edge of the face-plate from the bolt- 60
openings outward is omitted, leaving thelatch-
bolt opening B and the bolt-opening C both
open upon theopen side of the case, as clearly
seenin Fig. 6. a | |

Because of omitting the edge of the face- 65
plate down to the Dbolt-openings B C, one or
both, as the case may be, I am enabled to mold
the remainder of the face-plate as a part of
the case. Then on the eap D, T cast asan in-
tegral part of it a flange, L, (see Iig. 3,) 70
which corresponds to the portion of the face- |
plate omitted,and as indicated inbrokenlines,
Fig. 6, so that when the cap is set onto the
case in the usual manner, and as indicated "In
broken lines, Fig. 4, the flange Efills the edge 75.
of the body of the face-plate and completes
the bolt-openings. Then, to cover the joint
in the body of the face-plate so made between
the flange & and the body of the plate, 1 ap-
ply a sealp, I, of finer metal, through which
the bolt-openings B C are formed. This scalp
is riveted or otherwise secured to the body of
the face-plate, and so as to present a fine sur-
face metal upon the actual face. This scalp .
may be very highly ornamented by means of 85
dies prepared for the purpose without prac-
tically adding to the expense of the plate, and
because of being made from thin sheet metal
the cost of manufacture over the usual cost of
metal face-plates is greatly reduced.

It will be understood that the face-plate 1s
pierced in the usnal manner for securing
serews, and.as seen 1n Fig. 2. -

I claim— . -

The herein-described improvement in mor-
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| tise locks and latches, consisting In the case
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proper, having the body ofthe face-plate castas | corresponding to the bolts and secured to the
an integral palt thereof, with a recess therein S‘le integral body of the face- plato, substan- 10
~opening from the edge on the open side of the tn]ly as deseubed _
case 1nto the bolt-openings, combined with _ - |
5 the cap D,cast with the ﬂmwe Easanintegral | - HENRY HOFFB‘[AN? JR.
part thereof the said ﬂfmﬂ*e COrr espondmn‘ to Witnesses:
the rceess 1 the body of “the face- -plate, and | ~EroirT W. IFrromn,
a scalp, If, having openings formed therein | WITLLIAM J. LELAND.
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