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To all whom it may conceri:
Be it known that I, A. PARK FISHER, a citi-
zen of the United- States, and a resident of

. Fair Plain, in the county of Jackson andState

of West Virginia, have invented cerfain new

-and useful Improvements in Rein-Supporters;
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and I do hereby declare that the following is
a full, clear, and exact deseription of the in-
vention, which will enable others skilled in

the art to which it appertains to make and use

the same, reference being had to the accompa-
nying drawings, which form a part of this
specification, and in which— |
Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
proved rein-supporter, showing the same se-
cured in operative position upon the shafts of

~a one-horse carriage or wagon. Fig. 21s a per-
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spective view showing the supporter secured
upon the tongue or pole of a two-borse car-
riage or wagon.
of the parts or sections of the supporter, and
Fig. 4 is a perspective view of a modification
of my invention. - |

The same letters of reference indicate cor-
responding parts in all the figures. '

My invention consists in an improved rein-
supporter which is adapted for use on the

shafts or tongue of any kind of vehicle, and
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which will effectually prevent the reins from

becoming entangled with or caught under any
part of the harness, and also prevent the horse
from getting his tail over the reins.
My invention will be hereinafter fully de-
scribed and claimed. o | -
Referring to the several parts by letter, A
indicates the right-hand and B the left-hand

- part or half of my improved rein-supporter.
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Bach half may be formed in a single piece, as-

shown in Fig. 1, or may be made in two sec-
tions, as shown in Fig. 2, an upper section,
C, and a lower section, D, the said sections
being adjustably secured at their meeting
ends by means of screws passing through

 series of transverse apertures, I, in the said

two ends, and by employing this sectional con-
struction thelength or height of the supporter

" may be adjusted to suit tall or low horses, or

to change the supporter from a carriage to o

sleigh, and T therefore prefer this form. The
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lower end of each part A and B is curved out-

Fig. 3 isa detail view of one

this lower end 1is recessed at ¥, forming the
lower and upper shoulders or projections, G
and H, and through this upper shoulder or

projection, &, passes and works aset or thumb

serew, I, the lower end of which extends down

into the upper part of the recess IY, as shown.

The lower end of each part A and B « b 18

hinged immediately above ifs upper projec-

tion, G, being there formed with a shoulder,

U, on the lower part, which is pivoted adjust-

ably between lips or parallel jaws V V, formed
on the lower end of the upper part, on a set-
screw, W, so that thelower parts or ends hav-
ing the projections G and H and the retain-
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ing-screws I may be adjusted and seecured in

their adjusted positions relative to the upper

parts of the sections A and B, as will be readily

understood, so that the said projections and
the lower inner ends of the retaining-screws 1

will always fit square down upon the tongue

or shafts, no matter whether-the lower ends
of the sections A and Bare drawn together to

| fit on atongue or are spread far apart to fit on
‘shadfts.

The advantage of this construction
will be readily understood. The middle part
of these sections A and B above the outwardly-
curvedlower partsthereofiscurvedinward and
then outward, as shown at J, and the upper
part, I, is again curved in the form of an
arc of a circle, as shown, so that when thesides
or
when placed on the tongue of a wagon or other
vehicie, thesections A and B cross each other
at three points, as clearly shown in Kig. 2 of
the drawings,with the upper ends of the pieces
A and B projecting out to the side opposite to
that on which their lower ends lie. The two
parts A and B are preferably made of mallea-
ble iron, although they may of course be made
of any other suitable material. The meeting
faces of the two parts A and B are recessed at
the points where they cross each other at L,
M, and N, so that at the points where they
cross each other their combined thickness 1s
only about the same as the thickness of one
part at any other than the recessed point, and
the sides of the said recesses are inclined out
toward each of their ends, so as to admit of the
separation of the lower ends of the parts A and
B, as hereinafter described. The reduced up-

wardly, and the inner lower side or edge of | per outwardly-extending end of each part A
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parts A and B are brought together, as
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~or B1s bent or curled around to form a Iap- |
. ring, O, the space within each ring being about |
- three inches across. | | |
T TO_ Secure my implﬂ*oved; 51‘611;15-811131)0111361‘- 1in.
‘operative position upon the shafts of a one- |
. horse carriage or other vehicle, the lower ends |
- of the two parts are placed on the outer sides |
- of the shafts after the lower ends, ¢ and 0, have
- been adjusted to the right angle and secured
in their adjusted positions by tightening the.
- 8set-screws W W, divectly behind the horse,the |
~shaft fitting into the space between the upper
~and lower projections, G and H, into the re-
~cess between the said projections, and the parts
are then secured firmly upon the shafts by |
- Screwing down theset or thumb serews I, which |
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- securely hold the parts in their operative posi-

. tions upon the shaft. The lower.ends of the.
- parts A and B being thus secured npon or to |
0 20
- and B cross at the notches N at their upper |
. ends, the said notched portions fitting one
- within the other, as shown in Fig. 1 of the
drawings, and the upper ends of the parts are
25 Securely held togetherinthis position by means
. .of a bolt, P,which passes through a transverse |
- pertoration in each piece A B at this point,

- - the bolt being retained in position by nmeans
ol asplit key passing through its end or by
threading the said end and screwing a nut |
upon 1t, or by any other similar means, and
~the other end of the bolt is formed with a head, |
Q, for convenience in removing it when de-
sired. Thesupporter having been thus firmly
35 Secured in its operative position upon the.
~ shafts of a carriage or other vehicle (and it
- will be seen that the peculiar form of the sides
~ of the recess N permit of some adjustment in |

a0

40

435

50

60

the shafts, it will be found that the parts A

case of the space between the shafts varying,)
the reins are introduced into the openings in
the upper ends of the pieces A and B by slid-
Ing the reins under the free end of the upper
end of each piece, thus passing the rein into
the 1nterior space of the ring formed by cury-
ing or bending the freec upper ends of the
parts around upon themselves, in the manner
clearly shown in the drawings, and it will be
seen that the reins may thus be easily intro-
duced into the openings in-the upper ends
of the .
their ends, and that they cannot slip or work
out of the said openings, as the free end ¢ is
bent around so as to touch with its side the up-
per part or end of ifs stem.
that the reins are thus effectnally prevented
from becoming entangled with or caught un-
der any part of the harness, and the horse is
also prevented from getting his tail over the
reins. The pieces A and B are further strength-
ened and braced by the braces R, having the
recessed ends to adapt them to engage with
the pieces A and B and the shafts, as shown
in the drawings, Fig. 1, and the braces may be
held in their adjusted positions by the set-
serews S. -

To secure my improved rein-supporter in

operative position upon the tongue of a two- |

pieces A and B without unbuckling

1t will be seen.

into the space between the upper projections,

-G and H, and the thumb-serews I are then
-serewed down to bind the parts upon the -
tongue; and when they are secured in this po-

sition the parts A -and B cross each other ab

three points, I, M, and N, and are fastened
together by a bolt, P, passing through them

horse carriage or other vehicle, the lower ends

of the two parts A and B are placed on the op-
- posite sides of the tongue after the lower ends,
@ and b, have been adjusted and secured in
their adjusted positions by the set-serews W=
W, directly behind the horse,the tongue fitting
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at the lower point, I, this bolt being similar =~

to the upper bolt, P, and the upper bolt may

also be -employed to additionally strengthen
the parts. - The reins are then introduced into

the openings in the upper ends of the parts

A and B in the manner before described,and
the braces R R are secured upon the tongue
to brace and steady the device, as shown in
Fig. 2 of the drawings. -~
~ Theupper parts of the halves A and B may
-be made somewhat straighter, as shownin the - R
“modification, I'ig. 4, of the drawings, so that =~
when the parts are secured upon the tongue
of a vehicle they will only cross each otherat
two points, and many modificatiens in the _
‘precise form of the two parts may be made .
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vention.

- From the foregoing description, taken in.
~connection with the accompanying drawings, -
‘the construction, operation, and advantages
of myinvention will be readily understood.

1t will be seen that my invention is simple
in construction and that it can be adjusted in
:IDS' -

its operative position ina few moments, and is
exceedingly effective in operation, preventing
the reins from becoming entangled with or
caught under any part of the harness, and
also preventing the horse from getting his
tail over the reins, thus removing a very fre-
quent cause of annoyance. | | |

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim, and desire to secure by ILetters Patent
of the United States, 18— |

1. T'heherein-described rein-supporter, con-
sisting of the separable parts or sections formed

~with the pivoted adjustable lower ends having
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the inward projections and the set-serews, the -

pivot bolt or bolts for securing the two sec-
tions at the point or points where they cross,
and having the openings formed in their up-
per ends, substantially as set forth.

2. The herein-described rein-supporter, con-
sisting of the separable parts orsections formed
each of the two adjustable sectionsand having
the pivoted adjustable lower ends having the
Inward projections and the set-serews, the bolt
or bolts for securing the said parts orsections
at the point or points where they cross, and
the upper ends formed with the openings, sub-
stantially-as and for the purpose set forth.
3. Theherein-described rein-supporter, con-
sisting of the separable parts orsections formed
with the pivoted adjustable lower ends having
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the inward projections, and having the set-

serews,the pivot bolt or bolts for securing the
“said sections at the point or points where they

cross, and the curved upper ends bent to form
the lap-rings, substantially as set forth.
4. Therein- -supporter consisting of thesepa-

- rable parts or sections formed each of thetwo
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‘adjustable sections having the pivoted adjust-

able lower ends havingtheinward projections
and the set-screws, the bolt or bolts for secur-
ing the said parts at the point or points where
they cross, and the curved upper ends bent to
form the ]ap -rings, substantially as set forth.
B, Tnecembmatlon with the rein-supporter
consisting of the Sepﬂrable parts formed with
the adjustable-; pivoted lower ends having the
inward projections and the set-screws, the
pivot bolt or bolts for securing them at the
point or points where they cross, and the
curved upper ends bent to form the lap-rings,
of the braces arranged as described, substan-
tially as and for the purpose herein set forth.
6. Theherein-described rein-supporter,con-
sisting of the separable parts having the side

| récesses and formed with the 1:1'iv0te_d adjust-

L

able lower ends having the inward projections
and the set-screws, the bolf or bolts for secur-
ing the said parts at the point or points where
the ey cross, and the curved upper ends bent to
form the lap-rings, substantially as set forth.
7. Theherein-described rein-supporter,con-
sisting of the separable parts formed each of
the two adjustable sections and having the side
recesses, and having the pivoted adjustable
lower ends provided with the inward projec-
tions and the set-screws, the bolt or bolts for
securing thesaid partstogetherat the point or
points where they cross, and the curved upper

ends bent to form the lap rings, substantlally

as and for the purpose set forth. |
- In testimony that 1 claim the foreﬂ*omo' as

my own ILhave hereunto affixed my swnatule

in presence of fwo witnesses.
A PARK FISHDR

Witnesses:
H. W. DEEM,
CHAS . GREER
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