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1o all whom it may concern:
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Beit knownthat I, ERNEST A.OLDENBUSCH,
of the city and county of New York, in the
State of New York, have invented a new and
useful Improvenient in Spring or Snap Clasps
for Pocket-Books, of ﬁlneh the following is a
specification. |

The invention relates to snap-clasps, such
as are used on pocket-books, and which sev-
erally comprise a back plate or bottom secured
vpon the body of the pocket-book, and pro-
vided with a pin projecting from its face,
which receives upon it the flap of the poclket-
book, and a hinged front plate or top which
1s actuated b_}'? )y spring to hold it down upon

the end of the pin and to secure the flap in

place or to hold it in its raised or open posi-
tion.

As heretofore constructed, the bottom plate
or back has usually had the hinge-bearer di-
vided transversely or formed double and pro-
duced integral with it, and at the back of the
back plate has been secured a plate or piece
having prongs or spurs extending:from it, and
the spring-plate has been held and secured

between such prongs or spurs, thus forming |

four principal parts of thedevice—namely, the
front plate or top, the back plate or bottom,
the fastening-plate with its fingers or prongs,
and the spring-plate.

~An 1important object of my invention is to

- simplify the construction of this device, and
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to this end I form the spring for the snap in-
tegral with the bottom or back plate—that is

to say, I slot.or ent the back plate so as to form

the spring therefrom. ~ I also place the secur-

ing plate or piece with ifs prongs upon the

upper or outer side of the back plate, or I may
have said prongs projecting through slots in
the back plate, or I may and 1 do form the
divided hinge-bearer upon the fastening plate

. ~or piece, and not upon the back plate or bot-
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tom, as heretofore. Thesecuring plateor piece
1ssecured against turning relatively to the back
plate or bottom by the prongs or spurs which

pass through the back plate or bottom, and is
additionally secured by projections or spurs

which extend through perforations in the back

plate or bottom, and are riveted or turned over

at the ends. \Vlth this construction it is ab-

solutely lmpossﬂ)]e for the back plate or bot- | formed upon a

| tom to tarn relatively to the securing or fast-

ening plate on which are the hmﬂ'e bearers,
and the spring will therefore always be held
in’proper position to act npon the Sll‘lp 11p of 53

‘the top or front plate.

Another feature of my invention consists in
a novel formation of the hinge-bearer on the
top or front plate and the lip on which the
spring bears to form the snap, both said bearer
and lip being formed integral with the front
plate or top and without sc)ldel

This feature of the invention consists in the

combination, with the bottom and spring of a

snap-clasp f01 pocket-books, of a hinged top 63
having its bearer and the snap-lip formed by

a buﬂt tongue which projects from the top, and.

‘which has a portion folded inward upon the

tongue itself to complete the bearer. The
folded-in portion may consist of a projeetion
from the side of the tongue, bent over upon
the top of the tonﬂne 1t%e]f to complete the
bearer.

- The invention mll be more ful]y hereinafter
described, and particularly pointed ont In the
claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1isa
transverse section of a ehsp,embodymn* my
invention. Xig. 2 is an inverted plan thereof.
Fig. 3 is a sectional view upon the plane of 8o
the dotted line ¢ x, Fig. 2. Fig. 4 1s a sec-
tional view upon the plane of the dotted line
vy, Fig. 2. Fig. b isan edge view of the front
plate or top w1bh its bearer and integral lip.
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Fig. 6 represents a blank, from which the front 8 5

pl;tte with its hinge- bemu and lip may be
formed; and Figs. 7 and 8 are respectively
an edne view of the {ront plate or top and a
plan of the blank from which i1t is formed,
illustrating a plefuled modification of my in- 9o

‘vention.

All the ficures are drawn upon a scale much
larger than actual size, and in all of them the
same lettersofrefer enee designate cmrespond
1ng parts.

A designates a iront pla,te or top, and B a
back plate or bottom provided with a pin, §,
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-on the end of whieh the front plate bears.

My improved snap-clasp is' distingunished

from those most commonly made in having 1co

the bearers d, or rather the divided bearer d,

securing plate or piece, D,




a - ~ | . 367,544

back plate or bottom B,
face of the back phte or bottom by a rivet

~formed from the stud C, and by prongs or

10

~here represented, this spring B’ is produced
integral with the back plate or bottom, B, by |
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tom B are
‘the prongs or spurs @, 1)*‘1%smg through the |

spurs d’, formed upon the securing plate or
piece D, nmened through perforations or holes
b in the back plate and clinched or riveted
over. IBetween the two portions of the divided |

bearer d is received a bear cr, ¢, upon the top
or front plate, A, and this bearer has formed
integral withita lip, ¢/, on which a spring

bears to produce the czmp of the clasp. " As

SlittT ng 1t at the points ¥*. The securing ]:)]‘.LLG

or piece D has prongs or spurs d’, w]_lich-are
bent from it, as shown in Fig. 4, and which }

project through perforations or slots ’ in the
back plate or bottom, I3, as best shown in
Figs. 2 and 4, but ﬂ,]so in Kig. 3.
or spurs ¢’ are to be inserted t]n ough the body

of the pocket- book and serve to hold the clasp
securely in place thereon, while the flap is |

placed over the pin C, and is secured by the
tront plate or top,
snap upon the end of the Pin.

- It 18 desirable to form the Splinfr B 1111;(3[119,1'
~ - with the back plate or bottom, B, as theleby”
a separate spring-plateis %‘wed,_and inasmuch |

as the ﬁsteninn* plate or pilece D and the bot-
Secme]g? held against turming by

bottom, and by the Splll‘S o1 projections d’, riv-

—eted over at the per:
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orations 0, the spring B
will always be held

“bear dnecbly upon the snap-lip ¢
5and 6 1 have represented more |
fally the manner of producing the front plate

In Figs. 5

or top, A, with the hinge-be&rer ¢ and the
snap-lip €. The front plate or top, A, or the
blank from whieh it is formed, as shown in
Fig. 6, is produced with a tongue, s, extend-
ing from it and notched at the pumts . As
best shown in Fig. 5, the portion of thetongue

s inward of the 1mtehes 1s bent into approxi-

mately U-shaped form, and the portionthereof
which 18 beyond the notehes 1s folded inward
upon the npper surface of the tongue, so as to
complete the bearer and secnrely hold in place
the hinge pin or pintle 0. This construction
18 desirable because 1t gives a rounded form
to the end of the lip ¢, and also because the
notches s’ reduce the width of bearing-surface

of the spring 3" upon the lip ¢, and thereby

enables the clasp to work easier.
In the construction shown by Ifigs. S and 9

B’._

A, closing down with a

front phte or top, A, has a lateral projection,
s*, from its side, and that portion of the tongue

'S'which is inward of the lateral 'projecbion §

‘which is upon the upper or outer side of the | the tongue s, projecting from the blank of the
and is secured to the |
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is bent into U-shaped form to produce the = -

bearer e, while that portion ofthe tongueswhich

18 beyond the htel al projection §° constitutes

the Snap - lip ¢. The lateral projection or

tongue s* is bent inward upon the surface of 65
the tonoue $, in order to complete the bearer -
for the reeeptlon of the hinge pin or pintle o.

‘What I claim as my mventmn, aml desire to

| secnre by Letters Patent, 1s—
. The corabination, W1Lh the front phte or
top of a hinged pochet -book clasp having a

hinge-bearer “and snap-lip at its edge, of a bot-

tom or back plate having e¢ut from it a spring-
tongue bearing on the li:p, and a securing plate
~or piece on the upper or outer side of the bot-
The prongs |
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tom or back plate, having a hinge-bearer for
rceeiving a pintle, whereby i1t is hinged to the

front plate or top, and a pin on which the

front plate or top closes,and also having prongs =
or spurs projecting through slots in the bot-

tom or back plate and for insertion through

the leather of the book, Subsmutmﬂj as ]1(}1"{,111' o

descrlbed

2. The combnmlwn with the front plate or '

t0p, A, having a hmne bearer and a snap-lip,
of the b‘ch plate or bottom B, having slots
b b, and a spring- tonnue‘formed from 1L the
securing plate or piece D, having a.hinge—-
bearer and prongs or Spms d’, which pass

through the slots ', and pronﬂ*s or spurs o,
in the pmper 1)0‘51(3101] Lo- |

GO

which are clinehed in the siots b, and the pin O_ -

Jorming astud orrivet to secure the parts B D
together; substantially as herein described.
with the bottom and

*_”-l'

| The combination,
spring of a snap-clasp t 101 pocket-boolks, of the
hinged top A, having 1ts bearer and a snap-lip
formed by a bent tongue which projeets from
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the top, and which hasa portion folded inward

upon the tongue itself to complete the bearer,
substantially as herein deseribed.

4. The combination,
its spring, of a top hinged thereto and having
its bearer and a
¢, and a lateral projection, s°, from the syd_e of
the tongue, bent over upon tho tongue tocom-
plete the bearer, substantially as ]](*1"(31 n de-
sceribed. -

ERNEST A.

Withesses:
C. HALT,
ROBERT R. DERACIHER.

OLDEN BUSCI.

with the bottom and

a, Snap formed by a bentto nnue |
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