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To all whom it may coneerm: -
Be it known that I, JAMES NELSON WIL-
r.1AMS, of Mobile, in the county of Mobile and
State of Alabama, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Postmarkers and

Stamp-Cancelers; and I do hereby declare the.
following to be a full, clear, and exact deserip--

tion of the invention, such as will enable others

gkilled in the art to which it appertains to

make and usec the same.

My _
pressing the postmarks upon mail-matter and
for canceling the stamps thereon; and the ob-

ject of my invention is to produce a machine
which shall be capable of impressing the post-
mark cither upon the envelope or its stamp

and also of canceling the stamp,either by per-
forating the same or by making a canceling
impression thereon in Ink. | |

- To the above purpose my invention consists
in the peculiar construetion and arrangement
of the ink-distributer, the devices for actuat-
ing the main rod, the peculiar and novel form
and arrangement of the supporting-frame,and
of the perforating-cutters, all as hereinafter

" deseribed and claimed. |

30

In order that my invention may be fully

understood, I will proceed to deseribe it with

reference to the accompanying drawings, in
which— B -

Figure 1 is a view in side elevation of my

improved machine,looking at the front of the

..35_

40

=0 standards rising from the rear part of the-

same. Fig. 2 is a similar view of the same,.

looking at its back. Fig. 3 1s a transverse
vertical section of the same. Fig. 4 1s a rear
elevation of the frame tilted upon its hinge,
the working parts being removed. Fig. b 1s
a detached view of the upper part of themain
rod, the lever for operating said rod, and the
knob for the latter; Fig. 6, views in eleva-
tion of the dating-stamp and cutter; Fig. 7,

views in elevation and section of a modifica-

tion showing a dating and canceling stamp.
TFig. 8 illustrates portions of envelopes dated
and canceled by my improved machine; and
Fig. 9 is a view in section showing the man-
ner of securing the stamp to the main rod.

Tn the said drawings, A designates the base
of the machine-frame, and B B/, two curved

base,

invention relates to macliines for im-

C ¢ designate two  vertical frame-pieces
formed upon or suitably secured to the upper
ends of the standards B B’ and connected to-
gether by the horizontal sections D D, as
shown. The standard B’ isjoined atitslower
end to the base A by a hinge, @, while the
lower end of the standard B is connected by a
removable pin, d, to a vertical lug, ¢, upon
the standard-base A, the arrangement being
such that by.drawing out the pin b the entire
upper portion of the frame may be tilted lat-
erally upon the base A, for the purpose to be
hereinafter described. S

E designates the main rod, which extends
vertically through the horizontal pieces D D’

and has a feather, e, to prevent any rotation

of said rod, a plate, d, having an orifice corre-
sponding in form to the rod and its feather,

| being secured to the frame-piece D to insure

the proper action of the rod. A spring, ¢,

' surrounds the rod I and is interposed between

the frame-piece D’ and a collar, ¢*, upon said
rod, said spring serving to hold the rod in ele-
vated position. A cross-bar, f, passes trans-
versely through rod E and extends laterally
beyond the cross-piece D. . o
Upon the rear end of the rod f is pivoted
the auxiliary rod F, which extends downward
toward the base A and serves to perforate the

| nostace-stamps, as hereinafter described, the
b 7 1

movements of this rod being guided and con-
trolled by a strap, d’, upon the frame-piece D’

“Upon each side of the frame-piece D 1S p1v-
oted at g an oscillating I-shaped arm, (x, the
rear end of which passes through a slot, d*, in
the frame-piece I, in order that the oscillat-

ing movements of said arms may be properly
guided and controlled. At their lower ends
these arms G carrya horizontal inking-roll, H,

the ends of which work in slots ¢' in the arms
(+. * This roll I is drawn upward against an
ink-distributer, I, to be hereinafter more fully
desceribed, by springs ¢°, surrounding thelower
ends of arms G and secured . to said arms and
to the ends of the roll. At their upper por-

tions each arm G is formed witha curved slot,
¢*, as shown, and through these slots extends
| the cross-rod fof the main.rod I&. It will thus
be seen that when the main rod is depressed
or raised it carries the auxiliary rod ¥ with
it through the medium of the cross-rod f, and
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that said cross-rod, acting upon the curved !

slots ¢’ of the arms G, causes said arms to os-
cillate back and forth between the standards
B B. The distributer I is of eurved or seg-
mental form, and is attached removably to the
lower ends of the vertical frame-pieces C (.
As shown, this removable attachment of the
distributer is as follows: A cleat, ¢, is formed
or secured to the lower inner part of the niece
(', and the corresponding end ¢ of the distrib-
uter is beveled off to enter beneath the cleat
and against the inner side of thepiece ¢'. The
lower end of the frame-piece C is beveled, as

shown at ¢, and the eorresponding end of the
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distributer is formed with a V-shaped chan-

nel, +. Thus by inserting the end ¢ beneath
the cleat ¢’ the opposite end i of said dis-
tributer may be sprung upon the lower end,
¢, of frame-piece C, and the distributer will

sustain 1tself in this position by virture of its

own spring action. An aperture, ¢*, is formed
through the middle of the distributer to per-
mit the passage of the lower end of rod L.

The frame-piece C extends upward beyond

the upper terminus of the piece €, and to the

upper end of frame-piece C is hinged one end

of a lever, J, which extends across the top of
This lever carries midway of

the machine.
its length a link or bail, 4, which enters a
noteh, ¢, in the upper end of rod . A knob,
¢, having a socket, €, fits upon the upper end
of rod I as shown. By means of this con-
struction the rod E may be actuated either by
the lever J or dircetly by the hand applied to
the knob ¢. In the latter event the lever J
nmay be thrown out of action by first removing

“the knob and throwing thelever over beyond

piece C. -

The lower end of rod E is hollow, and is
formed with two oppositely-disposed longi-
tudinal slots, e¢' ¢, and also with two oppo-
sitely-disposed holes, ¢%, the purpose of which
slots and holes will presently appear. Into
the lower end of this rod E is screwed a hol-
low perforating-cutter, IS, the cutting-edge of
whichis beveled off or chisel-shaped, as shown.
Within this cutter is placed a spiral spring, Z,
which extends normally somewhat out of its
socket, as shown, the purpose of this Spring
being, when the rod is depressed, first, to hold
the envelope for the proper action of the ent-
ter, and then, as the rod is raised, to expel the
clipping. |

Upon the lower end of the auxiliary rod is
screwed a tubular perforating-cutter, L, the
cutting-edge of which is also of chisel shape,
and which also contains a spring, 7, similarin
form and operation to the spring & of the cut-
ter IK.  The base A is provided with two dies,
" «’, each of which consists of a stud project-
ing upward into an aperture in a plate se-
cured upon the base, as shown, the die « be-
ing for the cutter of the main rod and the die
a® being for the cutter of the auxiliary rod,

M designates the stamp which impregses the
postmark in ink upon the envelope, and which
also cancels the stamp by an impression in ink.

|

simultaneously with the cancellation by

ments of the machine will he readily

367,487

For these purposes the lower face of the stamp
1s formed with a raised dating-surface, m, and
with a raised canceling-surface, m/, as shown.

The body m* of this stamp is tubular to re-

ceive thelower end of the rod I, and is formed
with oppositely-disposed holes to receive a
pin, p, which attaches tne stamp to rod E, by
passing also through its holes ¢*, similar to the
manner shown in Fig. 9 for securing the stamp
M rigidly to the main rod. It may be stated
here that when this stamp. M is in use the cut-
ter L. should be removed from the auxiliary
rod If, though such removal is not absolutely
necessary, the cutter L, however, not being
used. |

N designates the stamp which is to be used
Inimpressing the date upon the postage stamp
the
perforating-cutter I on the rod T, or for im-
pressing the postmark upon the envelope
while the stamp is canceled by the cutter L
onrod I. This stamp is tubular throughont,
and has a pair of oppositely-disposed holes,
i, (shown in Tig. 1,) and also a pair of simi-
larly-disposed holes, 2/, (shown in Figs. 1 and
9.) Theseholesaretoreceive the pin p,which,
when Inserted into the upperholes,n, is passed
through the holes ¢° of rod T. In this event
1t will be readily seen that the stamp extends

‘rigidly so far below the cutter K of rod T that

said cutter becomes inoperative. Thus the
stamp N merely impresses the postmark upon
the envelope, and the stamp is perforated by
the cutter L on the auxiliary rod .  When it;
1s desired to impress the postmark u pon the
stamp and at the same time to perforate the

latter for cancellation,the pin pisinserted info

the lower pair of holes, #/, of the stamp N and
through the slots ¢! ¢ of rod E, a spring, ¢°,
being interposed around rod E, between the
upper end of the stamp and the frame-piece
D’;to hold the stamp downward. It will thus
be seen that when the rod B is depressed the
lower end of the stamp will first strike the post-
age-stamp and impress the postmark thereon,
the stamp being provided at its lower end with
suitable characters arranged in annular form
for the purpose. The perforator K will now

protrude beyond the lower end of stamp M and

periforate the postage-stamp. When the ma.-
chine is being used in this manner, the cutter
Liis preferably removed from the auxiliary
rod . The results of these various adjust-
under-
stood by reference to Fig. S, in which envelope
1 shows the result of canceling and dating by
stamp M alone; envelope 2 shows the resulf

~of canceling and dating by stamp N and cutter

L, and envelope 3 shows the result of cancel-
ing and dating Dy stamp N and cutter K.

The distributer I supplies ink from itslower
face to roller H, and it will be seen that this
rolier travels twice over the distributer before
cach Inking of the stamp M or N, so that the
latter are thoroughly inked and a clear 1m-
pression is certain to be given.

When the distributer is to be supplied with .
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ink, or any adjustment of the machine 1s to
be made, such operation is facilitated by
tilting the supporting-frame upon its hinge.
The peculiar beveled or chisel-like form of the
perforating-cutters enables them to operate by
shearing or drawing cut, so that the perfora-
tion is made clean and without any liability

~ of tearing the paper. This form of the cutters

10

also facilitates the expulsion of the elippings
by the internal springs of the cutter.

The peeuliar ecurvature of the standards A
A’ permits the letters or other mail-matter to
be fed in a continuous line one after the other
to the machine, instead of being fed separately,
thereby economizing time and increasing the

capacity of the machine.

20

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, 15— | | |

1. In apostmarking and canceling machine,
the combination, with a frame and a verti-

cally-sliding rod mounted therein, the said rod

carrying a cutter and provided with slots and

30
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perforatious, of a stamping-block adapted to

be secured both rigidly and loosely tosaid rod, |

substantially as set forth.

2. A vertically-moving rod mounted in a

suitable supporting-frame and earrying a per-
forating-cutter upon its lower end and slotted
and perforated at said end to receive either a
fixed or sliding stamping block, substantially
as described. o | |

3. A vertically-moving rod mounted in a
snitable supporting-frame and constructed to
receive a cutting or stamping device, in com-

| bination with a pivoted operating-lever de- '

tachably connected to said rod, whereby the = /
latter may be operated either by lever-power -

or directly by hand, substantially as-set forth.

4. The combination, with a suitable sup- 4o

porting-frame and an ink-distributer extend-

ing across the same, of a vertically-moving
rod mounted in said frame and passing cen-
trally through the distributer, and a pair of

' oscillating arms slotted to receive a cross-bar 45

upon the sliding rod and carrying an inking-

| roll in contact with the distributer, substan-

tially as described. o

5. A postmarking machine having the sup-
porting-frame for its working parts hinged ro
upon a base or bed in such manner as to tilt
laterally, substantially as set forth.

6. A postmarking and canceling machine
having the supporting-frame for 1its working
parts provided with a pair of standards,one of 55
which is hinged to a base-plate and the other
detachably connected thereto, whereby said
frame can be tilted laterally and secured in
upright position, substantially as described.

7. Thesliding rod I, having split or notched 6o
upper end,and a knob, ¢, in cembination with -
lever J, having link j to detachably connect
the lever and rod, as set forth. -

In testimony whereof I have signed this
specification in the presence of two subscrib- 65

ing witnesses.

| JAMES NELSON WILLIAMS.
Witnesses: - -
CHAS. ESCHERICH, -
ASHBEL HUBBARD.
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