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To all whom it ma 1 COTLCErTL:

Be it known that I, Wirriam H. J ONES, of

Liberty, in the county of Union and State of |

Indiana, have invented certain new and use-
ful Impwvements in Mail Sacks; and I do
hereby declare the following to be a full,

~clear, and exact description of the inv entmn

such as will enable others skilled in the art to

- which it appertains to make and use thesame.
IQ

My invention.relates to an impr ovement in
mail-sacks.

The object is to promde a mail-sack with a
, and burglar-proof lock,which
shall extend throuwhout the entire length of
the mouth, holdmﬂ‘ the same tightly closed
and requiring the use of but one ordinary pad
lock to hold the mouth rigidly closed.

A further object is to promde a mail-sack
the mouth of whlch shall be joinfed and flexi-
ble when open, and one which may be opened
to the full size of the interior of the sack.

A further object is to provideasack hmmcr.

a mouth which shall be flexible when open or
closed; and, further, one having a device for

holdmﬂ' and securing a ta,rr in plaee against ac-

cldental dlsplaeement .
A farther objeect is to promde a mail-sack
having a mouth which may besecurely locked,

one which, when opened, will remain in this
position, thus um,kmg it a convenient sack to
handle and fill.

- 'With these ends in view my invention con-

‘sists in certain features of construection and

combinations of parts, as will be hereinafter
fully described, and pointed out in the claims.
In the accompanylnw drawings, Figure 1 is

“a view of the mouth of the sack opened and
the flap being up. Fig. 2 is also aview of the

mouth in extreme open adjustment. Iig. 3
represents sectional views taken through t.he

- hasp, staple, and front locking-plate, and loek-

45

ing-hooks of locking:- plate. i ig. Lisa detached
view of the hasp and jointed oscillating lock-
ing-bar, and Fig. 5 is a detached view of the

'tfw‘ holdel and escutcheon-plate.

A represents a mail-sack of the ordinary

form and dimensions having my improved
locking mechanism applied to its mouth, and

5O

also having anoverlapping flap, B, prefel ably

of leather or similar material to:thatof which

a neab appearance, &md i

| one of its edcres by rivets or othel convenient

means in close plommlty to the mouth of the
sack, over which it is adapted tolap when the
sack is locked, thus giving it a neat and fin-
ished appemanee and at the same time en-
veloping the metallie part,so that it is more or
less protected from the punisliment to which
mail-sacks are continually subjected, and also

iSm Wthh otherwise would be liable to mar,
scratch, or cut other sacks lying in close con-
tact theremth |

Rigidly secured to this flap. near the mid-
dle 1s a face- p]ate or escutcheon, a, having an
| elongated slot, ', formed thelem and pro-

55

60
covering those parts of the ]01_;1{111@ mechan-

' jecting later ally from said escutcheon a, and

preferably formed integral therewith, is an
open-faced tag-holder, C which conslsts, es-

70

sentially, of the back plaJte, ¢, the skeleton -

face-plate ¢’ parallel therew uqh, and separated
at a sultable distance therefrom by means of

spacing- Strlps ¢’, secured between the edges.

The end ¢’ nealest the escutcheon is open, and
through this Opemnﬂ* the tag 1s slid in or out.
A spring metal, ¢, extends in the holder, and
18 adapted to hold the tag outward snugly
against the skeleton plate ¢/, thus preventing
the tag from accidentally Slldmﬂ out of place

15
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‘The mouth of the sack is lined with a se.

ries of metallic plates, the series preferably

-consisting of six, and so arranged and corre-

spondingly formed are these plates that when

the mouth of the sack is closed each of the
three plates on one side meets a phte on the

opposite side of the mouth.

Plates D E and D" I are, for convenience,
designated, respectively, the “front”’ and
‘““back’ end plates, while located between
these plates are the front and back middle

plates, F' and G, respectively. These plates
are simply thmk enough to make them rigid,

and, to also add to their rigidity, they are
ﬂanged on the upper edge. To make the
plates as light as possible, they are preferably

cut away on the lower edge; but this construe-

85
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tion 1s not necessary, and it is plain that the_ |

plates might be straight on both edges, or va
riously formed.

With the exception of the front middle
plate, I, all of the plates are hinged together
at their adjacent ends in the manner of : a1 or-

the sack itself is com]_)osed, and secured along | dinary hmge JOlllt and a slot or depression, d,

ICO
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is formed in the hinge-joints ¢ and f. Ifach
plate is slotted, the slots being in pairs, a large
one, ¢, and a small one, i, located above the

former in close proximity, but slightly sepa-

rated by a portion of the plate extending be-
tween them, said slots being farther separated
on the front plates than on the back ones. The
slots ¢ 2 in the front plates, D, D, and I, are
in a position to exactly correspond with the
slots in the back plates, I, B, and (G, so that

when the mouth of the sack is closed the slots

lie directly over cach other.

Secured loosely in suitable sockets, and ex-
tending lengthwise of the front plates, D, D',
and I%, between the outer faces of the plate
and the material forming the sack, and in a
line between the slots ¢ and &, is the jointed
oscillating locking-bar II. This bar is made
in sections which correspond in number with
the front plates, and each section of the osctl-

lating bar is.provided with a hook, ¢, preiera- .
bly formed integral therewith and located at

intervals apart to correspond with the slots g.
Said hooks have an upward, outward, down-
ward, and then inward bend, in order that
when the jointed bar is oscillated and the
mouth of thesack is closed the hooks may ex-

tend in or out of the slots g A, as the-case |

may be. The adjacent ends of this bar IH are
joined in a peculiar manner. These adjacent
ends are bifurcated and rounded, and the

eubieal or spherieal blocks £ are pivotally se-

40
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cured thercin, while in turn the bifurcated
ends of the adjacent sections of the bar are
similarly secured to the blocks X, thus form-
ing a universal joint between the sections.
These joints also act as a hinge between the
plates, allowing the middle front plate to turn
in several directions. The hasp K is formed
integral with the main section of the oscillat-
ing bar H, and at the point of juncture be-
tween the two the hasp is thickened and an-
oular in section, forming a cam against which
the spring-lip /, cut in the plate G, impinges
for the purpose of auntomatically holding the
oscillating bar in any adjustment.

Within reach of the hasp K, and adapted to
enter the slot therein, astaple, m, projects out-
ward {from the lower extended portion of the
front middle plate, I.

The manner of closing and locking my mail-
sack issimple. Theplates are pressed tightly
together, the universal joints of the oscillating
bar sinking into the slots d of the opposed
hinge-joints, the slots ¢ & in plates D D" I be-
ing in close proximity to the corresponding
slots ¢ 1 in plates 1i I’ G, and the flanged up-
per edges of the plates D D" If' resting over the
upper edges of plates & ' G. The hasp K,
meanwhile, has been in extreme clevated po-
sition; but now that the parts are thus rela-
tively placed the hasp is depressed to its full
oxtent, rocking the oscillating locking-bar H

T
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and turning its hooks first forward through
the slots ¢, and thence upward and backward 65

‘through slot Z, the hasp sliding over the staple

m. ‘The flap ¢ is then turned over, the es-
cutcheon placed over the staple, the said staple
acting asa retainer for the tag and preventing
it from sliding out of the helder should the yc
spring metal ¢* be insufficient to hold the tag.
Now a padlock is placed in the staple and

‘the loclk of thesack is complete. When closed

and locked, the sack-mouth ig still flexible, the
effect of the closed plates of the mouth being 7s
that of a double hinge. A ring,n, on the hasp

is grasped and pulled when it is desired to
open the sack. | -

It is evident that slight changes might be
resorted to in the form and arrangement of the 8o
several parts described without departing
from the spirit and scope of my invention;
hence I do not wish to limit myself to the par-
ticular construction herein set forth; but,

Having fully deseribed my invention, what 8g
I claim as new, and desire to sceure by Letters
Patent, 15—

1. In a mail-sack, the combination, with a
series of hinged plates, of a jointed rocking
locking-bar having hooks to engage catches go
on the plates, and means for rocking the bar,
substantially as set forth. 1

2. In a mail-saclk, the combination, with a
series of hinged plates, of a jointed oscillating
locking-bar and a hasp for operating and s¢- g5
curing the bar, substantially as set forth.

3. In a mail-sack, the combination, with a
series of hinged plates, of a jointed oscillating
locking-bar carrying a set of hooks adapted to
interlock the opposed plates when 1n contact rco
therewith, substantially as set forth.

4. In a mail-sack, the combination, with the
front plates the middle plate of which has a
spring-lip, of the oscillating locking-bar and |
the hasp secured thereto, said hasp having an 105
angular end with which the spring-lip en-
oaces, substantially as set forth.

5. In a mail-sack, the combination, with the
hinged flanged plates having slots, the jointed
oscillating locking-bar, and hooks thereon, of 110
the hasp having an angular end, a spring-lip,
and the staple projecting from oune of the
plates, substantially as set forth.

6. The combination, with a mail - sack or
other receptacle, of a rocking locking-bar 1:3
formed in sections, and having hoops adapted
to engage suitable catehes when the mouth of
the bag or receptacle is closed, and a hasp se-
curcd to said bar, substantially as set forth.

In testimony whereof I have signed this 120
specification in the presence of two subscrib-
ing witnesses. |

WILLTAM H. JONIS.

Witnhesses:
HorLis I, BEARD,
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