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To all whom it may concermn:

Be 1t known that I, JOHN Porcrus GAGE, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident of
Vineland, in the county of Cumberland and
State of New Jersey, haveinvented certain new
and useful Improvementsin Blotters; and I do
declare the following to be a full, clear, and ex-
act description of the lI]VB]JthD snoll as will

enable others skilled in the art to which 1t ap-

pertains to make and use the same, reference
being had to the accompanying dmwmn‘s, and
to lcttels or figures of reference marked there-
on, which form a part of this specification.

IFigure 1 of the drawingsis a representation
of one form of my lmproved blotter. Fig. 2
18 a view of the same with back 1emm*ed I‘lg
5 18 another form. Fig. 4 is a view of the lat-
ter with back r emoved,showing face-plece tied
with cord. TFig. 5 is a view showing face-
piece tied with wire. Tigs. 6, 7, 8, zmd 9 are
views of different forms of the blottel"

My Invention relates to blotters; and it con-
sists in the construction and novel combina-
tion of parts, as hereinafter described and
claimed. |

My object is to provide a cheap, desir wble,

| uSefuh and convenient blotter for writers' nse

4C
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inblotting undried manuseriptand thelike,and
to provide simple and ready means whereby
the blotting-paper may be attached to the
holder and removed therefrom when soiled
and replaced by mnew and unused blotting-
paper.

Referring by lebtet to the accompanying

,dmmnns A designates the bowed or curved

face-piece of the Dlotter- frame, which is thin

and light, as shown, and is preferably made of

wood, either sawed, cut, or molded. I some-
times cut the face-piece A in the desired form
in the first instance, I also cut the face-piece
straight and bend it afterward. When made
of metal,the face-piece is first cut or stamped
to the proper size and bent to the desired

-bowed shape afterward,and is tied by cords B,
45

or wires C, or metal stri 1ps D, extending from
end to end or from near one end to the other

‘end, of the face-piece to cause it to maintain

the desired curved or bowed shape. A trans-

verse bridge-picce, H, is secured to the back
surtace of the bowed face-piece A. by tacks or
otherwise, said bridge-piece extending either
entirely across the face-piece or only part way |

| across, as may be deemed preferable.
~upper face of the transverse bridge-piece 1 se-

To the

cure the back-piece I

The bridge-piece I is located at the middle
of the bowed face- -piece, and a spring back-
piece It 18 seeured to the upper face of the
bridge-piece I& by brads, nails,tacks, or serews,
as may be preferred.
to and bears against the ends of the bowed
face-piece A.

In some instances 1 use a single tack, H, to
secure the back-piece in place, thereby per-
mitting the back-picce to be turned on the
tack as 1f on a pivot to permit the 1nsertion
and removal of the blotting-paper I. In an-
other instance 1 place a washer, Ix, under the
head of the tack to prevent wear of the back,
when of wood, at this point. In another in-
stance I use two tacks, L. M, ncar opposite-
edges of the back-piece 'to secure the latter to
the brid oe-piece. 16is then necessary to spring
the ends of the back-piece up to insert and re-
move the strip of blotting-paper. I sometimes
use more than two tacks to secure the wooden
back-piece 1n place, as the frequent springing
up of the back-piece to insert and remove the
blotting-paper tends to loosen the tacks when
but two are used,and by using a greater num-
ber of tacks at this point there is greater secu-
rity, and the usefulness of the holderis thereby
pmlonged

When metal strips are used to Lle the bowed
face-piece, said strips overlap and clamp the
ends of said bowed face-piece. When cords
or wires are used for this purpose, they are
passed through recesses in or holes near the
ends of the face-piece and are tied or twisted
together to secure them in place.

When the face-piece 1s sawed or cut ont in
the bowed or curved form, the ties may be dis-
pensed with; but in the other forms the tiesare
used to retain the face-piece in shape.

In another form I construct the transverse
bridge in two parts equal inlength and secure

~one piece, z, to the back of the bowed face-

pilece. Theother piece, 7, issecured to the face
of the back-piece by tacks driven through the
rear face into the sectiony of the bridge. A
rivet, Z, 1s then used to pivot the back-piece

and its section to the section of the bridge that

1s secured to the back of the bowed face-piece.
By this construction it will be seen that I

The baclk-piece extends
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-get.a very light. blolttcr—hbldef, and that thin

strips of wood may be utilized for the purpose.
-Having described this invention, what I
claim, and desire to secure by Tetters Patent,
18— |
1. A blotter {rame or holder consmtmg of a
thin and light bowed face-piece, a transverse

. -blidwe'secmed to the upper side thereof, and

a spring back-piece secured to the budﬂ*e
piece, substantially as specified.

2. A Dblotter-holder consisting of a bowed |

- face-piece, a spring back- -piece, “and a bridge

interposed between the said pieces, the said
bridge being longitudinally divided and pivot-

ally connected and one section thereof secured |

tothe face- plece and the other tothe back-piece,
substantially as specified.

| 3 A blotter- holdeI conmsbnw of a bowed ,'

| face-piece, a

\

366,049

ing the ends of the face-piece abovethe bridge,

and the back- -piece secured to the upper side

of the bridge, substantially as specified.
4. A blotter-holder consisting of a thin and

light yielding bowed face-piece, a transverse 25

bridge secured to the upper side thereof, and
the spring back-piece pivoted on the bridge-
piece and adapted to hold the blotting-paper

on the face-piece, substantially as specified. _
In testimony whereof I affix my swnature in 30

presence of two witnesses. |
- JOHN PORCIUq GAGD

VVltnesses
ASAHEL GAGE
Louis H. LEE.

. spring b‘l.ck -piece, a transverse
bridge fixed to the face- plece, straps eonnect- 20 -
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