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1o all whom it may concern:
Be 1t known that I, Trromas HipWELL, of

Allegheny City, in the county of Alleﬂheny
and State of Penngylvania, have invented a
5 new and useful Impmvement 1 Tripod
stands; and I do hereby declare the following
to be ‘1, fuil, clear, and exact descuptlon
thereof,
My invention relates to tripod stands, these
10 stands consisting of three or more rods held
together near their upper ends by a rivet or
chmm, and the article to be suspended hang-
1ng between the rods when they are qmead
apart to form the support. These stands as

15 now coustruected are so arranged that the !

amount of spread of the supporting - rods is
not limited, and therefore there is more or
less trouble in making the tripod stand
evenly and firmly and p1event its collapse
20 when a slight disturbance or blow may affect
one or more of the rods. To provide a tripod
stand 1n which the amount of spread of the
supporting-rods is regulated and one in which
the rods are securely held together, at the
25 same time permitting them to be placed side
by side, so as to be convenient for packing
and storage, is the object of my invention.
T'o these ends the invention consists, gener-
ally, in providing each supporting-rod with a
30 circumferential groove mear its upper end,
placing said grooved portion of the rods in
radial slots i a disk of suitable diameter,
then placing oversaid rod and below said disk
a ferrule or collar, which is united to the outer
35 edges of the disk, the middle of said disk be-
tween the rods having a suitable hoolk or de-
pending chain attached thereto for the article
to be supported, as will be more fally herein-
after set forth and claimed.

To enable others skilled in the art to make
and use my invention, I will deseribe thesame,
referring to the accompanying drawings, in
which—

Figure 1 1s a side view of my improved
45 tripod stand. Iig, 2 is a top plan view; and
- Thgs. 3, 4, and 5 are detail views of the vari-
ous parts of the stand.
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Like letters refer to like parts in each of the
figures of the drawings.

In constructing my tripod stand I take three so
or more rods, «, of suitable diameter and the
same length, and cut near the upper end of
each, and at an equal distance therefrom, a
circumferential groove, «', I'ig. 3; the width

thickness of a disk, b, which is provided with
three or more slots, 0/, extending from its outer
edge inwardly, and of a width somewhat less
than the larger diameter of the rod and about
that of the reduced diameter. To the middle
of this disk is attached a hook or chain, d, for
the article to be suspended. The grooved
rods ¢ arenow placed together, with the groove
in each resting in a slot in the disk, and aring
or collar, ¢, is slipped over the rods from the
lower end and pressed against the lower sur-
face of the disk, and united therewith by sol-
der, brazing, or other suitable means, so that
the rods are locked in the slotted disk, and pre-
vented from coming out lengthwise by the
shoulders of the grooves «/, formed therein,

and sidewise by the collar. The depth of this
ring or collar ¢ regulates the extent of the

spread ofthe supporting-rods, as they impinge

on cach side of the ring at d} agonally-oppo- s
site points, :‘md it also insures a firm st‘md of
the tripod.

When the tripod is noL 1n use, the support-
ing-rods are folded inward, the %lots V" having
sufficient depth to give ample play to the rods
for this purpose and prevent any prying ae-
tion on the disk and tendency to wrench it off
the collar., All that 18 necessary to stand the
tripod in position is to spread the rods apart

untll they impinge against the lower cdge of 83

the collar or ring e.

This form of tr 1p0(1 is inexpensive to make,
is not liable to get out of order by the mem-
bers coming apart, can be easily packed, and
at the same time a neat and attractive form of go
tripod is presented to the eye. '

Having now deseribed my invention, what
I claim is—

1. A tripod stand consisting of supporting-
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rods, each having an annular groove or re- | ring, e, secured to the undcl side of said dlsk 10
- duced portion near its upper end, and a disk | and extendmﬂ‘ below 1t, Substfmtlally as and
having slots therein, which areengaged by the | for the purpose set forth.

reduced portions of the rods, and a collar or In testimony whereof I, the. said THOMAS

g ringattached tothe outer edge of the disk, sub- _HIPWI‘LL, have hereunto set my hand.
stantnlly as described. | THOMAS HIPWELL
2. In. a tripod sftand, the combmatwn of the | Withesses:
supporting- 10d%]1avmg the groovesa’therein, | ~ N. S. STOOKWDLL

a disk, 0, havmo the slots ¥/, and a collar or| JAM. ESI KAy,
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