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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, Tmoaras W. Fox, a citi-

zen of the United States, residing at the city

of New York, county and State of New York,
have invented a certain useful Improvement
in Buttons, of which the following is a specifi-
cation.

Myinvention relatesto reversible or change-

- able buttons, and has for its object to provide
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a simple, inexpensive, and readily-adjustable
button of this class, which when its face hav-
Ing letters, symbolic characters, or ornaments
1n relief is turned inward will have no effect
Lo wear the fabric of the garment to which the
button is attached.

The invention consists in certain novel fea-
tares. 1n the construction of the button, as
hereinafter fully deseribed and claimed.

Reference isto be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
and in which similar letters of reference indi-
cate corresponding parts in both the figures.

Figure 1 i8 a perspective view of the two
parts of the button detached one from the
other, and with the metal facing of the button-
body outermost; and Fig. 2 is a central sece-

tional elevation of the button as adjusted for :

use, with the plain face of the button-body out-
side or at the front of the button.

The button counsists of a main body part, A,
and an inner or back shield or cover, B, hav-
ing a central stem, C, by which it is secured
to the body A, or, rather, by which the body
1ssecured to theshield, as presently explained.

The body A of the button is made with a
metal face-plate, a, on which letters or sym-
bols indicating the duties or rank of a public
or private officer will be produced in relief or
otherwise—such for instance as the word ‘¢ con-
ductor,’” or ‘‘police,”” or ‘fireman,’”’ or mili-
tary or naval symbols. Thebutton face-plate
¢ shown has on it the word ¢ conductor’”’ and
a few stars, all in relief.

To the metal facing ¢ of the button is at-
tached permanently in any approved way a
back filling or head, ¢/, which may be made

of rubber, horn, bone, or any other composi-
tion or substance, and serves as a reverse or |

plain side or face to the body of the button.

The back-shield B is preferably made con- |
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cavo-convex in form, to fit either face of the
button-body A, and is shown provided with
an eye, b, for passage of thread for attaching
the shield toa coat or other garment; but holes
may be provided in the shield for the passage
of the fastening-thread, and instead of the cye
b, if preferred.

The shield-stem C projects from the center
of the concave or outer face of the shield B,
and 1s made, preferably, with exterior screw-
threads, allowing the stem to be screwed into

a tapped hole at the cenfer of the button-body -

A, and preferably into a metal boss, «?, fast
to the metal facing or plate ¢ of the body.
The hole in the Dbutton-body, to receive the
stem O, passes clear through the body, allow-
ing the body to be placed on the stem with
cither of its faces outward or exposed to view.

In vsing the buttons when the wearer is on
duty, the button-bodies A will be screwed on
or attached tothe central button-stems,C, with
their metal faces ¢ outward, to show the sym-

‘bolic characters thereon, and with their plain
faces «' within the shield B, and when the

wearer 18 off duty the button-bodies A will be
removed from the stems C and reversed on
the stems,to expose their plain faces ¢’ to view,
as 1n Fig. 2, and the metal faces a of the but-
tons will be inelosed within the shield; or it
may be only so much of said faces as is occu-
pied by the letters or symbols, and whereby
the tabric of the garment to which the buttons
are attached will not be worn by the friction
of these symbolic characters against the gar-
ment, which is ¢uite objectionable.

The button-stem C need not be a serew-stem,
as abovedeseribed; but the screw-stem is pre-
ferred in praetice. |

1 do not claim as my invention a button
provided with a removable face plate or shield.
Neither do I claim, broadly, a button having
a reversible body portion and a back plate or
shield adapted to cover either face of the but-
ton-body, as these constructions have hereto-
fore been used; hence my claim to novelty is
limited to features of construction, as herein-
after particularly set forth,

Having thus described my invention, I ¢laim
as new and desire to sectire by Letters Patent—

1. A button made with a reversible body
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adapted to cover one face of the button and
provided at its outer face with a stem adapted

to the aperture of the button- body, substan-

tially as shown and described.
2. A button made with a rev ersﬂ}le body

part centrally apertured and a back-shield
adapted to cover one face of the button and

provided at its onter face with a stem adapted
to the aperture of the button-body, and said

shield provided also with an eye or holes for

receiving attaching-thread, substantmlly as
herein set; forth. . |

3. The combination, in a button, of a re-
versible body part formed or promde_d at one
face with symbolic letters, characters, or or-

~ naments, and centrally apertured, and a back-

shield provided with a central stem adapted

~ to the aperture of the body, substantially as
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shown and described, whereby when the body"

S held to the stem mth 1ts plam face ontward
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part centrally apertured, and a back. shield | the shleld will cover the symbols on the inner

face of the body to prevent friction of them

on the garment to which the button is attached
as set forth.

4. The combination, in a bubtou of a re-
versible body, A, comprising a metallic fac-
ing, d, prowded with symbolic characters,
and a filling, &, providing a plain reverse

face to the button said body having a central 30 -
screw-threaded apmtme a shield, B, adapted

to cover one face of the button- body and pro-
vided with an eye or holes to receive thread
for attaching the button to garment, and pro-

C, adapted to the aperture of the button-
body, substantially as descrlbed for the pur-
poses set forth.

| THOMAS W FOX.

Witnesses:
SOUTHRICK K. HI‘BBERD
CHAS. . BENTLEY.

wipky

25 .

vided also with a central serew-thr eaded stem, 35
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