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SPECIFICATION forming wart of Lefters Pateui No. 366,688, dated July 19, 1887.

Application filed November 23, 1826. Serinl No. 210,542, (No model.)

To all whom it may concerm.

Be it known that I, THOMAS G. ROLBUCK,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Jer-
sey City, connty of Hudson,and State of New
Jergey, have invented certain new and useful
Improvementsin Button-Molds, fully deseribed
and represented in the following specification
and the accompanying drawings, forming a
part of the same.

This invention relates to a mold or body
which 1s designed for use in the produaction of
cloth-covered buttons having flexible shanks
or tufts.

It 1s the object of the invention to provide a
button-mold of this character which, while
simple in construction and capable of being
produced at a comparatively small cost, shall
be of such a character as to retain the shank
firmly and make the button strong and dura-
ble. Asan understanding of the invention
can be best given by an illustration and de-
scription of a button-mold constructed accord-
lug to the invention, sueh description will be
given, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, in which— |

Figures 1, 2 and 3, 4 are respectively side
and sectional views of the two pieces of metal
of which the mold is composed. Tig. 5 is a
plan, and IFig. 6 a sectional, view of the com-
pleted mold. Fig. 7 is a back,and Fig. S a sec-
tional, view of a covered button made on a
mold of the construction shown in Figs. 5 and
6. Ifigs. 9,10 and 11,12 are views similar to
IFigs. 3,4, illustrating modificationsin the con-
struction of the mold.

Referring now_particularly to Figs. 1 to 6
1t 18 to be understood that the button-mold
therein-shown is composed of three parts—
viz., a metal eyelet for holding the retaining-
ring, which eyelet is provided with an out-
wardly-projecting flange, a face-plate com-
posed of thin metal, and a flexible shank or
tult by which the button issecured to the gar-
ment. The eyelet ¢ of the mold is formed of

45 thin sheebt metal, and is provided at its inner

end with an outwardly-projecting flange, b.
The face ¢ of the mold is made of a thin metal
disk and 1s secured to the eyelet by having its

edge ¢ turned inward so as to overlap the

10 flange b of the eyelet.

In order to prevent the edee d of the face-

l

plate ¢ from wrinkling when it is folded in-
ward,it1s provided aroundits edge with radial
slots, asshown, by which suafficient of thie metal
18 removed to permit the edge d of the face ¢
to be folded inward without wrinkling and lie
flat upon the {lange b, as shown in Fig. 5. The
{lexible shank or tuft ¢1s formed of a piece of
canvas,or any other suitable material such as
18 commonly employed for such purposes, the
nmiddle of which i1s drawn through the eyelet,
as shown 1n I'ig. 6, while its edges are spread
onbward beneath the flange b of the eyelet.
The flexible shank having been arranged in
the eyelet, the eyelet and shank are placed
apon the face-plate ¢ and the edege ¢ of the
plate 1s folded inward, so as to overlap the
flange b,and the whole is pressed together by a
suittable die, 8o as to assume substantially the
shape shown 1 IFigs. b and 6. In this opera-
tion the cdges of the material forming the tuft
are grasped and held between the face-plate ¢
and the flange b of the eyelet in such manner
as to retain the tult firmly in the button and
prevent 1t from being withdrawn, and at the
same timeaninwardly-projecting rim orflange,

Jy1s formed around the edgeof the mold,within

whieh the retaining-ring will fit. when the
cloth cover is applied,so as to retain thecover
more securely on the mold.

The operation of producing a covered bat-
ton from the mold thus formed is the same as
with the molds now incommon use. The piece
of material,g,with which the mold isto becoyv-
ered 1s folded around the mold so thatitsedges
are brought together around the eyelet ¢. The
retaining-ring 5, whieh is of the usual form, is
then placed around the eyelet and pressed
onto the edges of the material g, so asto force
1t inward inside the flange f, and thus hold it
very securely around the mold,and the ring is
then sccured 1n that position by spreading the
end of the eyelet ¢,which is done by any suit-
able tool for that purpose. This produces the
covered button shown in Iigs. 7 and 8.

The shank or tuft ¢ will in ordinary cases be
retained 1n the button with sufficient firmness
by simply being grasped between the face ¢
and the flange b, as shown in Figs. ¢ and S;
but 1f 1n any ease the button is to be subjected
to more than the usual strain the shank may
be held 1n the button still more firmly by pro-
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viding the flange b with prongs ¢, which will
engage with the edges of the shank when the
partsare pressed together. The prongsi may
be formed around the edge of the flange b, as
shown in Figs. 9 and 10;o0r they may be formed
by cufting and bending inward portions of
the flange b, as shown in Figs. 11 and 12.

The button-mold thus forme{l 18, as will be

observed, exceedingly simple in its construec-

10 tion and can be produced ata small cost,while
- at the same time the shank is very firmly re-
- tained in the body, thus producing a strong
- and serviceable button.

| What I claim is—

15 1. The herein-described button-mold, con-

sisting of the'eyelet «, having the flange b, the
- face ¢, having the slotted edwe d folded OVGI
onto said ﬂfmne,‘md the flexible shank e, hav- |
Ing its edges confined between the facec ¢ and
20 the flang oe b substantially as deseribed.
The hexem descubed button-mold, con-

. 2

'Slstluﬂ‘ of the Gyelet a, having the flange b, the

face c, lnvmg 1ts edge folded inward onto the

| flange & and provided with the inwardly-pro-

]ectmn* flange f, and the flexible shank e, hav- 25
ing its edn'es confined between the face ¢ 'md
the, ﬂann‘e b, substantially as described.

3. The herc,m described button-mold, con-
sisting of the eyelet @, having the flange b pro- _
Vlded with the prongs 4, the face e, hfwmﬂ‘ 1ts 3o
edge d folded inward onto the flange 0, a,nd
the flexible shank ¢, having its edwes confined

between the face ¢ and the ﬂmwe b, Subst‘m
tially as described.

In tesbmmny whereof I sze hereunto seb 35
my hand in the plesence of ’mo SﬂbSCI‘lblI]U‘ |
w1tnes¢ses |

THOMAS G. ROEBUCK. R

\Vitl_llesslesz |
J. A. HOVEY,
T. . PALMER.
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