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Lo all whom it may concern:

Beitknown that we, EDWARD FRANCIS EDE,
a subject of the Queen of Great Britain and
Ireland, and PouMPEL DE BoNDINT, a subject
of the King of Italy, both residing at Galata,
Constantinople, in the Empire of Tuark ey,have
imvented new and useful Improvements in

Apparatus for Applying Postage-Stamps, Ad-

hesive Labels, and the Like to Iinvelopes or
other Articles, (and which has been patented
to us as follows: Great Britain,No. 575, Janu-
ary 1s, 18S6; France, No. 174,414, February
25, 1886, and Belgium, No. 72,166, February
20, 1886,) of which the following isaspeecifica-
tion.

This invention relatesto apparatus by which
postage-stamps, labels, tickets, and other ad-
hesive marks or things whatsoever, hereinaf-

~tercalled “‘stamps,’” ean be with great rapidity

and ease picked up, wetted, applied, and
caused toadhere to letters, newspapers, books,
patterns, samples, boxes, packets, bottles, or
other things whatsoever to which it is desired
to apply such stamps, withoutits being neces-
sary to usethetongueor other meansordinarily
employed for wetting and sticking the same.

The apparatus comprises a stamp-affixer, a
receptacle for stamps, and a wetter or damper,

Figure 1 of the drawings is a vertical sec-
tion of the stamp-affixerand stamp-reeptacle,
with adjustable bottom. Fig. 2 is a side ele-
vation of the stamp-affixer. Fig. 3is a face
view of its base or lower end. Fig. 4 shows
in vertical section a modified stamp-affixer
and stamp receptacle. TFig. bisa vertical sec-
tion of the stamp-affixer represented in Ifig. 4.,
Kig. 6 is a face view of its base or lower end.
Fig. 7 is a perspective view of the damper or
wetter, which is a box, saucer, or plate, in
which is placed a flat even-surfaced sponge, or
a pad of other substance eapable of holding
water. It can be made of any shape, size,
and of any suitable material.

Referring to Fig. 1, the stamp-affixer com-
prises a handle, A, and lower enlargement or
base, B, faced with a pad or layer of soft ma-
terial-—such asindia-rubber—in which is a re-
cess, C. From this recess a hole extends en-

.

tirely through the handle A. In this hole is
arranged a rod or plunger, D, (made, after the
example illustrated, in two parts of different
diameters screwed together,) provided with a
knob or finger-piece, E, at its upper end, and
an enlargement, I, atits lower end. The end
face of this enlargement is recessed, and in
the recess is placed a gelatinous adhesive sub-
stance, G, slightly projecting beyond the lower
surface of the enlargement, and which has the
power of picking up and holding, when
brought into contact with it, the stamp or
other light objeet without in any way soiling
or marking it, while at the same time said ob.
Ject can be easily detached from the gelatin-
ous substance. )
H is a slight spiral spring, that serves to
keep the rod or plunger normally raised, so
that the enlargement I' rests -within the re-
cess C,

I is a chamber, the form of which corre-
sponds in cross-section to the size and shape
of the stamps to be used.

K 1s the bottom of this chamber, which has
attached to it a rack, I, that engages with a
pinion or toothed roller, M, by turning which
the bottom K ean be raised or lowered to suit
the quantity of stamps for the time being 1n
the echamber 1. | |

N is a ledge, by which the base I of the

stamp-affixer is supported while the plunger-

1s depressed to pick up a stamp. |

The top O of the receptacle is made fannel-
shaped to facilitate the insertion into it of the
affixer.- The receptacle can be made in one
compartment, as is shown, or in several com-
partments, to hold stamps of various kinds.
1t can be made plain or ornamental,or of wood,
metal, or any other material. The stamps to
be used are placed in the chamber I, piled one
on the other, with the adhesive sides down-
ward. The sponge of the wetter or damper is
wetted and placed inits box, saucer, or plate.
To piek up, wet, and apply astamp the stamp-
affixer 18 inserted into the receptacle, as rep-
resented in Iig. 1, the plunger is pushed down,
SO a8 to press lightly on the pile of stamps,

then it is withdrawn with a stamp adhering
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- to the gelﬁtinous‘ adhesive substance G. This |

stamp is applied lightly to the surface of the

 wetted sponge or its equivalent, then to the

10

envelope or object to which it is to be stuck,
against which the presser is pressed, as 1n the
act of sealing, after which it is withdrawn,
leaving the stamp firmly stuck.
found that the stamp has not adhered to the

object to which it has been applied, as may
happen if said object be of woolen or soft ma-

~_terial, then the plunger should be allowed to

- ject upon which it is being pressed.
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rise before removing the base B from the ob-
This will
detach the rod or plunger from the stamp and
leave it firmly adhering to the object to be
stamped. o . .

In the modification illustrated in Figs. 4, b,
and 6 the base B of the stamp-affixer. 18 not
beveled at the edges, and the receptacle is
made with a fixed bottom instead of anadjust-
able one. In other respects the operation 1s
as described with reference to Fig. 1.

For the purpose of keeping the sponge of

 the damper, Iig. 7, wet for a considerable

25

time, it may have attached to its under surface

a wick or tail which dips into a hiollow in the |

__ —an

Should it be.

‘substance, the spring

366,574

damper filled with water, and by suction or
capillary attraction keeps the sponge con-
stantly damp or wet, and obviates the neces-
sity of wetting it.every time it has to be used.
What we claim 18— B |
1. Tn an instrument for picking up and af-
fixing stamps, the combination of a handle,

A, with base B,recessed at G, a rod or plunger,

D, with knob or finger-piece E, enlargement
F, provided with adhesive substance G, and
spring H, substantially as described. |
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2. In an apparatus for picking up and af-

fixing stamps, the funnel-shaped receptable O,

provided with ‘a ledge by which the base of 40 -

stamp - affixer is supported, in combination

with said affixer, the plunger and handle, the
said plunger passing through the handle, and

provided at its lower end with an adhesive

H, and thestamp-cham-
ber I, substantially as described. | |

~ EDWARD FRANCIS EDE.
POMPEE DE BONDINI. -

Vitnesses: o
-~ H. J. HANSON,
W. E. DORRINGTON.,
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