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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WALTER S. MENDEN-
HALL, & resident of Cmcmnatl 1n the county
of Hamﬂton and State of Ohl() have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in Copy-
ing-Baths, of which the following is a specifi-

eation,

My invention relates to an improved copy-

‘ing-bath.

The object of my invention is to provide a
convenient device for moistening the paper
on which the impressions are to “be taken, or
moistening the blotting-paper, which is some-
times used to moisten the paper on which the
Impressions are to be taken, instead of moist-
ening the paper itself. Thls object I accom-
1)lish by the features of construction and com-
bination of devices hereinafter deseribed and
claimed, reference being made to the accom-
panying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 18 a perspectlve view of my im-
ploved bath, showing it in position for in-
serting or removing The paper to be moist-
ened. Fig. 218 a lonﬂ*ltudlnal central verti-
cal section with the balh inclosed. Fig. 8 is

‘a defached sectional elevation, with dotted

lines, showing the pOSlthﬂ of the cover when
raised.

1 1 represent the sides of the blofter-tray.
2 represents the ends. 3 represents the bot-
tom of the tray. 4 represents the legs for sup-
porting the same.

o represents lngs placed near the rear end
of the tray, at each side thereof.

6 represents recesses or offsets made in the
sides of the tray in rear of the lugs 5, to re-

ceive the spurs or trunnions 7 on the cover 8§,

which project and move down into the re-
cess when the cover is raised to the position
shown in Fig. 1 |

9 indicates a I‘igld false bottom having feet

10, which rest upon the bottom 3 of the T ay,

mld thereby hold said false bottom in an ele-
vated position to provide a water-space, 12,
between the false bottom and the bottom of
the tray. . By supporting the false bottom in
an elevated position above the tray-bottom
it 18 necessary to counstruct the false bottom

of some rigid material, metal being very suit-
ab]e

The false rigid bottom is pierced with trans-

verse slots 11. These slots or openings allow
the water which is beneath the false bottom

| to pass by evaporation up into the paper,

which 18 sapported upon said false bottom.
The legs 10 are sufficiently long to provide a
space, 12, below the under sur face of this bot-
tom, between the under surfaces of the false
bottom and the bottom of the tray, to hold
the body of water.

13 represents a rigid hook or lug of curved
form projecting from the forward end of the
false bottom 9.

14 represents a lateral recess provided in
the forward end of the tray. Theupper edge
of this recess is slotted down, so that when the
hook 13 rests therein it will be below the top
surface of the tray, to allow the cover S to pass
below the top edges of the tray, so as to cover
the same. _

In the use of my blotter-bath it is essen-
tial that the water shall not touch the lower

edges of the false bottom 9, as capillary at-

traction will draw 1t up into the paper and
1t will become too wet; hence the space 12 is
provided.

I have found that by the use of this ele-
vated false bottom having a space, 12, the pa-
per 18 very uniformly moistened and kept in

that condition for any desired length of time.

Yhen 1t 18 desired to use a blotter, the
cover 8 1s raised into the position Shown n
Fig. 1, the lugs 7 passing into the recesses 6,
whleh with the rear end, hold the cover in
an inclined raised position, as shown. Then
the false bottom 9 is lifted by means of hook
13, and the false bottom 9 may be pulled for-
ward and rested upon the front end of the tray.

16 represents a knob on the cover §, by
means of which it is raised and lowered.

Having described myinvention,what I claim
18—

1. A copying-bath consisting of the tray,
the movable cover, and the detachable rigid
false bottom having opcnings and supported
in an elevated position above the bottom of
the tray,to provide a water-space between the
false bottom and the tray-bottom, substan-
tlally as described.

2. In combination with the blotter - tray
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- having its front end provided with the lat-
eral recess 14, the detachable cover 8, and the
rigid false bottom 9, resting on legs 10, to
form a water-space between it and the bottom.
of the tray, provided with a rigid handle, 13,
seating in the recess 14, formed in the front

end of the tray, substantially as described.

In testimony_'ﬁhereof I have hercunto set -

my hand. |
WALTER S. MENDENHALL.

‘Witnesses:
ROBERT ZAHNER,
M. E. MILLIKAN.
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