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Lo all whom it may conceri:

Be it known that' I, CHARLES C. CARDPEN-
TER, ol the city and county of New York, in
the State of New York, have invented a cer-
tain new and useful Improvement in Bustles,
of which thefollowing isa specification.

The improvement relates to that class of |

bus_tles in which the dress is distended by
Springs, approximately horizontal, extending
across the back, with provisions for widening
and narrowing the back to vary the extent of
brojection of the bustle, and which springs
fold up out of the way when the bustle is
pressed against the back of a chair or other
object. I employ springs extending aCross,
each Independent of the others, except as they
are tied together by a flexible connection, and
provide a tension-spring on each side, which
acts leverwise on the lower spring to move it
downward by pulling upward on the ends,
which are extended forward past the fulerum,
My springs act freely and independently.
They fold upward out of the way with free-
dom when required, and resume their places
promptly and perfectly when the compressing
foree is removed. |

The accompanying drawings form a part
of this specification, and represent what I con-
sider the best means of carrying out the in-
vention. |

Figure 1 is a side elevation. Fig. 2 is a cen-
tral verticalsection through the main portion.
LThe strong lines in this ficure show the bustle
extended. The dotted lines show it partially
collapsed.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
spounding parts inboth the figures where they
oceur.

A 1s the waistband, and A’ flaps of muslin
or other suitable material.

B is a lacing connecting the two flaps and
1nserted through eyeletsset in A/, and adapted
to gerve all in the ordinary manner.

U is a tape or flexible tie extending rear-
ward and downward from the center of the
back. |

D D are springs extending across the back
1n-approximately horizontal positions, con-

1'

are 1ndependently pivoted at each end d to
an upright piece, K, mounted on each side.
Lhey are independent, exceptas they are con-
nected by the tlexible tie C. |

G 1s a spring nearly corresponding in posi-
tion and function to the springs DD. It serves
as the lowermost in the series. It is pivoted
at cach side, not to the upright E, bubt at a
point, g, farther backward and downward.
IFach pivot-point ¢ is supported by a brace,
E/, which extends obliquely downward from
the corresponding uprights . A, transverse
piece, 1%, connects the lower portion of B and
I¥. The bottom spring, G, is stouter than the
others, and extends forward of the pivot ¢ at
each side. H H are contractile or tension
springs.” I have in my experiments used heli-
cal springs of small diameter, made of hard
brass. The upper end is attached to the up-
right It at 4. The lower end is attached to
the forward end of the spring G at 4. The
force of these springs H, pulling upward on
the forward ends of G, holds the entire set of
springs G D downward to the extent per-
mitted by the flexible tie C; but whenever the

i bustle is pressed against the back of a chair

or other object the several springs can yield
upward independently. When the lowermost
spring, (3, alone is pressed upward, it may
yield, the others all remaining in their origi-
nal places. When the spring G and one of
the springs D are pressed upward, the two
may yield without the other.

J Jare springs extending obliquely across
the upper portion of the bustle and fastened

together and to the uprights I3, as shown. The

tape C connects and steadies these, as well as
the more movable springs D and G.

My invenfion gives an independence of ac-
tion to the springs D and G, which is highly
useful. | |

I have 1n my experiments used for the
springs 1) and & what are sometimes known
as ‘‘duplex’’ springs —two {flat springs of
steel placed edge to edgealittledistance apart
and connected by a covering of braid.
made the pivots by setting eyelets through

the braid which forms the central portion of

nected at therear by the tapeC. These springs | the breadth of such springs. 1 have covered
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and protected .the upnghb pieces E and the | the lowermost spring, G, pivoted at ¢ and ex-
pivots d by a piece of muslin folded thereon; | tending forward beyond such pivot, theexten-

| but these points may be varied. | sion being connected at the forward ends, 7/,

- I elaim as my invention— to tension- -Springs H, and the flexibly-con-

5 1. As an improvement in bustles, the low- | nected springs D, pwoted at d, all arrauged 20
ermost. spring,. G, pivoted at ¢ and extendmg_ for joint operatlon subst%ntlally as- herein
forward beyond such pivot, in combination | specified. .- |
with tension- SpI‘H]O‘S H, puiling upward on the In testimony whereof I have hereunto set

- forward ends, %/, thereof, and with thesprings | my hand, at New York city, this 26th day of
- 10 D, connected by the ﬂpxlbletle(? all arranged | April, 1887, in the p1esence of two subscrlb 25

for joint operatmn substantml]y as hercm ng W1tneqses |

3pe(31ﬁed | L CHAS. C. CARPENTER.
- 2. In a bustle, the waistband A, ﬂaps A’, | Witnesses: N |
. .lacing B, side pieces, EIY, and upper SPrings, | M. F. BOYLE,

15 J,1n _combination with each other and wibth - H. A. JOHNSTONE.
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