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To all whom Tt may concern:

Be it known that I, JAMES T. BRIDGES, 2
citizen of the United Smtes residing ab Han—
cock, in the county of YVashing‘ton and State
of Maryland, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Forks, Rakes, &e.;
and I do declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the same,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, and to the letters and figures of ref-
erence marked thereon, which form a part of
this specification.

My Invention relates to improvements in
forks, rakes, and likeagricultural implements;
and 1t consists of the peculiar combination of
devices and novel construction and arrange-
ment of parts, as will be hereinafter fully 5et
forth, and specifically pointed out in the
claims.

The primary objeet of my invention is to
provide improved means for rigidly securing
a fork to its handle 1n such a manner as to ef-
fectively brace the parts at the points of great-
est strain.

By my improvements I am enabled to pro-
duce a fork possessing great strength and dua-
rability, and it 18 also very light, simple, and
cheap in construction.

I have illustrated an embodiment of my in-
vention in the accompanying drawings, in
which—

Figure 1 1sa top or plan view of a fork con-
structed in accordance with my invention.
Fig. 2 1s a longitudinal sectional view thereol

on the line z «# of Fig. 1. Iig. 3 18 a plan view

of the fork detached from the handle and fast-
ening device to show the peculiar construe-
tion thereof. TFigs. 4 and b are sectional views
illustrating modifications of my improvements.

Referring to the drawings, in which like
letters of reference denote corresponding parts
in all the figures, A designates the handle of
fork, B, embodying my invention, the pecu-
liar construction of which I will now proceed
in detail. "I'he extreme lowerend

to describe 1 |
of the handle A is formed with a ftransverse

central recess, ¢, which provides two flanges
or ears, ¢, on opposite sides of the recess, and
between these flanges or ears 1s {itted the head
b of the fork B.

| or any preferred pattern known to the trade,
‘being preferably made of a single picce of

steel, so that the head 0 and the tmes D' are
lntegml -

A strap, C, is secured to the handle A and

passed beiween the two central tines of the
fork over the head thereof, as shown in Iigs.
1 and 2. The inner edge of the head b of the
fork, at the point where the strap fits over the
same, is formed with a recess, ¢, in which the
strap is fitted, the outer edge or side of the
strap lying flush with the inner edge of the
head of the fork. The fork is further pro-
vided with a tang or shank, ¢’,whichisdriven
securely into the end of the handle 1 the or-
dinary manner,

The strap C is formed of a single pilece of
metal, and is doubled or folded upon itself to
provide the two arms d, which lie on oppo-
site sides of the handle, and are secured thereto

| by rivets d’ or other equivalent devices.

To more securely connect the strap to the
handle, I place a ring or band, L, over the

Cstrap zmrl secare the two parts towebhel by

means of inwardly-extending studs or riv ets,
e, or other devices, which may extend into the
strap only, as shmvn in Ifig. b, or partly 1nto
the handle A. These Studs or rivets may be

driven through the aligned openings in the

collar and strap, as in Fig. 2, or they may be
formed integral with the collm, as in Fig.
The head of the fork is furthermore prowded
with a central opening or socket, f, which 1s
formed in the middle of the recess therem and
in this socket is fitted a stud, 7, which is
formed on the inner side of 1110 transverse
portion of the strap—i. e., that portion of the
strap which connects the two arms and fits 1n
the recess of the fork-head. |

The collar or band Eisarranged on the strap
and handle close up to the head of the fork to
afford additional strength to the parts at the

points where the gr efltest strain comes in using ¢

the fork, and the strap, by being passed over
the fork- head and connected therewith in the
peculiar manner set forth, affords additional
strength and security to the parts. |

In forks having an even number of tines, I
form the recess at o point in the head betweell
the two central tines, as seen 1n Ifig. 5; but In
forks having an uneven number of tines it is

The fork is of the ordinary | impractical to form this recess in the head,and
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I therefore form a transverse aperture, g, in |

the strap, through which the central tine of
the fork is passed, as in Fig. 5, thereby secur-

‘1ng additional strength to the ‘fork having an

uneven number of tines as well as in a fork

_h:ewlng an even number.

Inapplying my mventlotl o rakes the strap

s passed around and over the rake- head in the

IO

same manner as in the fork shown herem but
inadapting my improvementstohoesand other
like agricultural implements the perforated

strap is used, the tang or shank of the blade |

- being passed throun*h the aperture in-the StI“lp,
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~parts can be made without deparbmg from the |

as 1S obvious.
In lieu of the studs or rivets Lo secure the

coilar to the strap, I may form the latter with

an annular flange or ridge, %, at a point in rear
of the collar to prevent it from verfical dIS

placement on the handle, as seen in Fig. 4

- Modifications in the form and pr 0p0rt101:1 of

spirit of my invention.

Having thus fully described my invention,

what I claim as new, and deswe to secure by

Letters Patent, is—
1. The combmatlon of a handle a fork hav-

- 1ng an angular recess formed on the inner side

30

of the head and between the two central prongs
thereof, and a strap secured to the handle and
fitted snugly in the angular recess of the head,

sald strap lying flush “Wwith the 1nner side or

~edge of the fork-head and serving to hold the
- fork in fixed position with relation to the han-

dle, substantmlly as descmbed

:3'66.371

2. The combination of a handle a fork hav-
ing a central socket,and a strap secured to the

35

handle and fitted over the fork-head, saidstrap

haying lug whwh fits in the socket of the head

substantlally as described.

3. The combination of a h:indle a fork hav- 40

cent1 al tines and a socket formed in the mid-

| 1ng a recess formed in the head between the

dle of the recess, and a strap fitting flush in
the recess and havmg a sbud which enters the

central socket, as and for the purpose set forth. 4'5 |

4, The combm&tmn of a handle havmﬂ' a

fork-head, and a band or collar fitted over the

handle aud strap in close proximity to the

fork, substantially as described.

central recess formed in one end thereof, a fork -
having its head fitted in the recess, a strap se-
cured to the handle and passed around the

5. As a new article of manufacture, a fork'“i :
having a handle provided with a central recess

in one end a fork having the head thereof fitted

in the recess a U- shaped strap secured to the

handle and fitted around the fork-head, anda

band or collar fitted over the strap m close

proximity to the fork-head and having means

for securing the same to the Strap, Substan
tially as described.
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In testimony whereof I affix my mgnature in

presenee of two witnesses.
' J AMDS .

W’ltnesses N
| Jos. FORREST,
J AS. R. ED‘EL‘N

BRIDGES.
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