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To all whom it may COTCETI:

Beit known that I, CHARLES I.. PRITCHARD,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Dubuque, in the county of Dubuque and State
of Iowa, have invented certain new and useful
Implovement& in Carriage - Tops; and I do

-

the inner end with an eye or hook, which
encircles the guide-bar E/, while the shank
passes 1hr0uo*h 2 cyllnduml socket, f, of the
plate - I, and is provided with a twhtenmg 55

“hand- nub G. The guide-bar I 1s round and

18 bent down and flattened at its ends, where it

nereby declare the followmw to be a full, clear, | is secured to the bow A by screws or the like.

and exact description of the IDVE‘:HUOD, such
as will enable others skilled inthe art to which
1t appertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to an improvement in
means for spreading and folding the tops of

- buggies, &e., which shall be cheapel to manu-
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facture, easier to apply, and more convenient

and easier o operate; and the novelty lies in
the detailsof construction and in the combined
arrangement of parts, all as will be more fully
hereinafter described and claimed.

I'or a better understanding of the same, at-
tention 18 invited to the accompanying draw-
ing,in which—

Figure 1 is a front view showing the 1Jarts

folded, and showing in dotted lmes the posi-

tion of the parts When spread; Fig. 2, a verti-
cal section through a portion of the center bow
and the means for spreading and folding the
top; Ilg. 3, a detail of the adjusting and lock-
ing means; and Fig. 4, a perspective in de-

tail of the qd.justable phte lookmg at it from

the rear.

- Like letters refer to couespondm parts in
the several views.,
A denotes the main or center bow Of 2

' buggy-top,and B B the two branch bows, which

are pivotally attached to the former by means

~of metal straps b b,that are riveted to the pro-

jeeting ends ¢ ¢ of a metal plate, C, secured
to the main or center bow, A. These branch
bows B B have another connection with the
main or center bow, A, by means of two braces,
D D, which are pivoted at their outer ends to

-the bows B B, near their centers, and extend

across to the bow A, where their 1inner ends
are loosely riveted to the side flanges, ¢ e, of a

s plate, . This plate B is attached to and is

rendered adjustable up and down upon a ver-
tical guide-bar, I/, (secured to the bow A,) by
means of an eyebolb or hook, F. This bolt IF
is round, or substantially so, and of substan-
tially the same diameter thr oughout and con-

To render the adjustment of the plate Ii upon
this guide-bar easy and effective,it is necessary 6o
that these parts, together with the eye or hook

of the bolt F, should be made to fit together

in the most perfect manner, and accmdmn']y
the said plate B is provided in the back with
two intersecting semicircular reeesses, /' and 6:;
f* with smooth bores, the former bemﬂ' verti-
cal so as to snugly fit partly around the gulde-

bar K, and the latter being at right mgles
ther eto so as to likewise fif the hook or eye of
the bolb F. By this construction of the plate ;o

‘B, when the hand-nut G is tightened, the said

'plate is elamped to the bar I with such firms-
ness and fit as to make it impossible for the
parts to loosen or relax themselves voluntarily,
and when the nut is loosened the recess f’ acts 75
as a guide and enables the plate to be moved up
or down with more ease and with less friction.
Another advantage arising from the construc-

tion is that the use of the hand-nut G 18 ren-

dered quicker and more effective, because the 8o
parts fit so nicely in the recesses of the plate -
that they do not become disengaged from the

| same when the nut is loosened, so that but a

partial turn of the nut either way is sufficient
to tighten or loosen the parts. 85
1o fold or spread the top, the hand- nut G is
loosened,so as to loosen the hold of the eyebolt
on the ﬂ‘uide bar E'. DBy pressing or drawing
the hand nut down, the bows B B are thrown
outward from the bow A tothe positionshown 9o
by dotted lines in IFig. 1, which spreads the
top, and by ra.ising'this hand-nut the bows B
B are drawn up to the bow A, as shown by
solid lines in said figure, which folds the top.
When the top is spread or folded, either posi- ¢
tion can be securely maintained by tightening
this hand-nut G, which tightens the hold of
the eyebolt I upon the guide-bar I

It will be obvious th..—xt without the exercise |
of invention the guide-bar and the hook or eye 10>
of the bolt could be made otherwise than

(J1

- Sists of a screw-threaded shank provided on | round, which would of course require a simi-
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~ bolt having a sleeve on the inner end, which |
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236,002, of December 28, 1880, the spreadmg

‘Ege, No. 311,731, of February 3, 1885, em-
. braces a st%tlonery plate with a

sliding bar, and lay no claim to either con-
‘struction; but,

lar change in the form of the recesses in the
back of the plate B; but for the best results I
prefer the exact eousbruetlon and eombmatlon
herein described. | .
1 am aware that in the patent t0 Deline, No.

and foldmcr of the top are aecomphehed by
means of two sleeves. adjustable up and down
upon a vertical bar; and I am also aware that
the clamping device shown in the patent of

Serrated re-
cessinthe back, together with a serew-threaded

fits wholly within said recess and encuclee

Havmﬂ thus described my invention, what I
claim, and desire to secure by Letter% Pdtent
is—

1. Ina bngg; top, the combmatlon with the
center bow, A, the branch bows B B and the
guide-bar E’ eeemed to said center bow, of
means for epreedlllg and folding the top, con-
sisting of the flanged sliding plate E, the eye-

bolt or hook I‘ and its haud nub Gr and the ;

366,129

| braces D D, pivoted to said sliding plate and

tosaid br aneh bows, substantlally as described
and shown.

2. Inabuggy- top, the combination, with the
center bow, A, the branch bows B B, and a ver-

30 -

tical guide- bar, I, secured to said center bow, -

of means for Spreadmg and folding the top,con-
sisting of a bolt, I, having an eye or hook en-
elrelmg said gu1de -bar, and a screw-threaded
shank provided with a hand-nut, G, a sliding

plate, I, having side flanges, ¢ ¢, a cyhndmc&l

socket, f, at the center to receive the shank of
the belt F, and two intersecting semicircular
recesses, f" and 7~ on the back havmg smooth
bores, and adapted to fit parbly around the
gu1de bar B’ and the hook or eye of the bolt
F, and two braces, D D, pivoted to the branch
bows and to the ﬂanﬂ'es e ¢ of the plate E,sub-
stantially as deser lbed shown,and for the pur-
poses seb forth.
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In testimony whereof I affix my srgnature in .

presence of two witnesses.

CHARLES L. PRITOHARD,
Witnesses:
JOHN T.. BUETTEI .
MONROE M. CADY | .



	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

