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Be it known that I, EDWARD MAheDLLUS
MURRILL, a citizen of the United States, resid.
ing at Cor nersnlle in the county of Marshall
and State of Tennessee, have invented new and
useful Improvements in Self- Setbmg Mouse or

Rat Traps, of which the fe]lewmg is &Spe(tlﬁ
cation.

My invention reletes to 1mp10vements 1n

self-setting animal-traps; and it consists in

certain nevel features, helemafter deserlbed.

and claimed. . |

In the eecompanymg drawmtrs which fully
1llustrate my invention, mee 1 is a side ele-
vation of my improved trap. Fig. 21s an end
elevation of the same.: Fig. 3 is a vertical
longitudinal section' of the sa,meJ and I‘1g 4
is a vertical transverse section.

Referring to the drawings by letter, A desig-

nates a box or other suitable recepbeele Wthh.
- may be of any desired size. The upper side

edges of this box or receptacle are provided
with the grooved flanges B, and one of its end

walls, C, hasa vertical slot, D inits upper part,

whlch extemds to the edge of the same. |
I designates the 1id and trap-door support.

It consists of the extended portion F, which

serves as a platform to direct the animal onto
the trap-door G, hinged thereto, and the open
frame H surrounding the trap-door. This

~open frame H is provided with the upwardly-
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projecting wall 1, which extends along the

sides of the same and across the end thereof.

The end portion, J, of this wall I is provided

with a vertical sleb K, and a bail or guard, L,

upon the outer SIde of the end portion, J, ex-
tends across the lower end of the slot K and
limits the play of the trigger I, hung within

- the slot K. 'The open frame H works in the
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grooves B, and therebysupports the trap-door
in posmlen over the box A, while the wall 1
prevents the rat or other animal on the trap-

door from running off the same over the side
thereof,

a single” plece of wire bent to form the loop
N, which encircles a cross-wire, O, secured
to the end portion of the wall J, and thereby

pivotally supports the trigger and bait-hook.

One end ef the wire extends upward from

N

the loop N and is bent double on itself to
form the bait-hook P. The other end of the
wire extends downward from the loop N to

a point just below the plane of the top of the
‘box A, where it is bent inward to form the 5

r

shoulder QQ, which supports the trap-door in
its normal position. From this shoulder Q
the wire is bent downward and outward ona
gradual curve extending through the slot D

and having ewelght R, attaehed toitsextrem- 50
ity. S isa wire attaehed to the under side of

the trap-door near its rear or hinged end, and
downward and rearward therefrom. A wewht
T, is secured on the end of the wire S ’md |
Serves to counterbalance the weight of the 65
tra,p -door and return the same to 1ts normal

position after having been depressed.

In operation the “animal enters upon the

trap-door (&, and by nibbling at the bait will

draw uponthe bait-hook, so as to withdraw the 7o
shoulder @ from under the trap-door. The -

‘weight of the animal then causes the trap-door

to instantly swing downward and precipitate

‘the animal into the receptacle A. Thisrecep-

tacle may befilled with water, soas to instantly 7 5

drown the animal, or the animals may be al-

lowed to collect therein and then be killed in

other ways. As soon as the animal is thrown

from the trap-doortheweightT returns it to 1ts
normal position and the trigger automatically 8o
catches under the same, as will be readily un-
derstood. When it is desired to remove the
animals from the box, the lid is removed from
the same by sliding it along the grooves B in
the upper portlon thereof as will be under- 33
stood. -

It will be seen that I have prewded an ex-

tr emely simple trap which is thoroughly effi-
cient in operation. It will also be seen that

all the working parts of my device are carried 9o
by the lid, and that the lid is independent of

and removable from the box, whereby I am
‘enabled to use one lid with vessels or reeepta
| eles of different capacities.

M is the bait-hook and trigger, formed from |

Having thus deseribed my 1nvent10n what I 93
claim, end desire to secure by Le_tteILS,Pa)tent
18— o | |

The combination of the box having the:
osrooved flanges B and the slot D, the sliding

top fitted in the grooved flanges and having 100
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the wall H, the trap -door hinged to thesliding | my own I have hereto affixed my mgnature in
Jid and entuely surrounded by the said wall, | presence of two witnesses. |

and the trigger hung in said wall and Sﬂp
porting the trap-door in its normal position E_DWARD MARGELLUS MDRRILL

5 and extending down through the slot D inthe | Witnesses:
box, substantially as deseribed and shown. W. A. BRIDGES
In testimony thab I c]alm the foregoing as | S. T. TALLY.
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