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1o all whom it may concermn: -

Be1t known that I, FraNcIis A. COFTIN, a
resident of Indianapolis, Marion county, Tndi-
ana, have made certain new and useful Im-
provements in Letter-Files, a deseription of
whichisset forth in the following specification,

relerence being made to the accompanying

drawings, in the several figures of which like

letters represent like parts.

My invention consists in an improvement in
the mechanism which is intended to hold a
letter fileorindex in place in asuitable drawer
or box, and will beunderstood from the follow-
ing description. | o |
- 15 Inthedrawings, Figure 1 represents a front
~ view of a drawer containing my invention,
looking into the-drawer from the inner end.
Fig. 2isa perspective view of the same. Fig.
o 18 a detail view of the post which holds the
file, and the spring at the top providing a bear-
‘Ing for the upper end of the post and locking
1t in place. Fig. 4 is a view from the under
side of the spring. Figs. 3and 4 are drawn on
a larger scale than Figs. 1 and 2.

In detail, d is a drawer or case adapted to
slip in an opening in the desk, the inner end
being left open for the admission of the file-
book F, which is constructed and indexed in
the usual manner. This file-book has a slot
cut through at the back end, through which a
post, p, passes, as- indicated in Fig. 3. The
‘bottom of this post has a bearing in the bot-
tom of the drawer, and the upper end of this
post has a bearing in an opening, o, in the
5 spring-plate s, which is pivoted'at » on the
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under side of a cleat or strip, ¢/, connecting

the sides of the drawer, as shown: in Fig. 2.
Thisspring s has a catch, ¢, attached to one end,
which has an opening, ¢’, and when the spring
1s pushed back, as shown in Fig. 1, it passes
-overtheend of apin, %, which enters the open-
- Ing o', locking the springin place. A pin, /,
furnishes a bearing onthe post p, toprevent the
spring s from slipping down, and a similar pin,
45 P’ passes through the lower end of the post p,
to prevent the file ' from coming off.
h 1s a holder, consisting of a bent wire, its
ends turned up ab right angles, and having
bearings in the sides of the drawer, as shown
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5o in Fig. 2. In this figure the rod is shown as.

clamping the front end of the index, holding
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shown by the dotted lines /?, the top portion

the leaves together. Toopen the file, the rod
18 rotated on its bearings and lifted up toward
the inner end of the drawer, where it assumes
the position shown by the dotted lines 2, and 55
the file may be removed. _
risa pin projecting a short distanee from the

inside of each end of the drawer to prevent the
holder 4 from slipping past.

" When itis desired to open the file, thie holder
it is thrown over nearly a complete revolution,
and the holder in this case fakes the position

thereof fitting down closely against the onter-
end of the drawer, being completely out of the
way, so that the drawer may be slipped in the
desk with the wire even in this position, if de-
sired. R o

When 1t 1s necessary to remove the file, the
catch ¢is pressed down until it is released from 70 |
its engagement with the pin 9% and then it is
pulled out so as to be nearly, if notquite, par-
allel with the sides of the drawer, and this re-
leases the top of the post from its bearing in
the opening o of the spring-plate, and the post
may be drawn forward until it assumes an ob-
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lique position, and the file may be slipped up

and off the end of the post and a new one in-
serted. When this is done, the spring is
pushed round until the opening o is again
brought over the upper end of the post p, and
thespring isthen forced in untilit catches upon
the pin 7% and the partsare locked in place.

I am aware that letter-files provided with -
wires for holding the indexes in place and with
posts and catches for locking the file therein
are not new, and do not broadly claim the
same asmyinvention. Mine, however, differs
from any I have known in the particular con-
strunetion hereinbefore specified, which consti-
tutes my invention. | |
- What I claim, therefore, and desiretosecure
by Letters Patent, is the following: |

1. The drawer d, provided with the cleat ¢/,
upon the under side of which is fastened the
springs, having the catch ¢, the detachable post
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| p, haviig bearings at its lower end in the bot-

tom of the drawer and at the upper end in the
spring-plate s, the file I, slotted to admit the
post p, and mounted thereon, the holding-wire
h, whose upturned ends have bearings in the
sides and near the inner énd of the drawer and
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adapted to revolve on such bearings, all com- |

bined substantially as deseribed.
2. Aletter-file composedof a drawer or case
whose {rount portion sustains a detachable post
5 and a cateh forlocking the same, an index:-file
slotted and passed over such detachabie post,
and a holding-wire having bearings in the
sides and near the rear end of the drawer and
adapted torevolvethercon,sothatwhenthrown
1o inwarditeclamps thesheetsofthe letter-file,and

when thrown outward it is completely removed
from the file and rests against the edge of the
drawer-bottom out of the way of the user, all
combined substantially as described.
In witness whercof I have hereunto set my 15
hand this 11th day of February, 1380.
FRANCIS A. COIFFIN.

Witn eSses:
- C. . JAcoBs,
15, J. RALSTON.
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