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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, GusTAv L. JAEGER, a
citizen of the United Snates residing at New
York, in the county and State of N ew York,
have mvented new and useful Impmvements
in Letter-Envelopes, of which the following
1S a specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
letter-envelopes; and it consists, essentially, in
the combination, with a letter-sheet, of Sdfety
Haps at the _bottmn of the sheet, a closmg Hap
at 1t8 top, and a gummed sea,ling-f_ap on one
side.and adjacent to the closing flap, the sheet
and flaps folding as hereinafter explained.

The invention is illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 represents a face view of the let-
ter-envelope anfolded. Figs. 2, 3, and 4 are
similar views illustrating the successive steps
taken in folding the sheet. Fig. b is a face
view showing the sheet folded. Fig. 6 is a
longitudinal section in the plane z 2, Fig. b.

blmllar letters indicate correspondm parts.

In the drawings, the letter A demgnates the
letter sheet, from which project thesatety-flaps
a «,the closmcr flap b, and the sealing-flap c.
In the example shown in the drawings the

-~ safety-flaps are located at the bottom of the
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sheet, the closing-flap at the top thereof, and
the sealing-flap on one side, all snch fiaps ex-
tending from or nearly from the centers of the
respective sides to the corners. The closing

~and sealing flaps b and ¢ areon adjacent Sldes

of the Sheet and extend to one and the same
corner.

In closing the sheet it is first folded along
the line 1 1, Fig. 1, which lies in the longl
tudinal center of the sheet, and then along the
line 2 2, ig. 2, which 18 in the transverse cen-
ter. The safety-flaps ¢ ¢’ are now beunt or
folded downward along the line 3 3, Fig. 3,
and the flap ¢ then overlaps the portion d of
the edge of the sheet, and the flap ¢’ embraces
or falls over the flap a. The closing-flap b is
bent downward along the line 4 4, Fig. 1, into
the position shown in Fig. 4, and then over-
laps the safety-flapsand a portion of thesheet,
Fig. 6. To complete the envelope the seal-

ing-flap 18 bent over in the line 5 5, Fig. 4,
and overlaps a portion of the closing-flap and

| a portion of the sheef. This sealing-flap is
properly gummed on its edge, or on a portion
of such edge, so that it can be secured to the
closing-flap and tothe sheet,whereby the sheet
i orenvelopeissecurelyclosed. Whenthesheet

1S open, the gummed seal-flap is on one side
| thereof, so that if the sheet is placed within
a copying-book the sealing-flap is left to pro-
trude and the written matter can be copied,
the gum on the seal-flap being outside of the
copylng-book.

The letter-sheet ean be formed without the
safety-flap, if desired, the sheet being folded
as before; but as the object of these flaps 1s to
prevent the letter froin belng surreptitiously
opened their use 1is of great 1mportance in
most cases. Without smd flaps 1t might be
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possible to draw downward the p01t1011s e e

of the sheefs which are not in contact with
the seailing-flap and to read the matter con-
tained thereon Since the safely-flap a 1s
folded over the edge d of the sheet and the
flap a over flap a, and both are held down by
the closing and sealing flaps, it 18 impossible
to withdraw the portions e ¢ without tearing
off ormutilating the safety-flaps or other por-
tions of the sheet. The letter-sheet can be
| easily and rapidly opened by severing the ma-
terial along the bend of the sealing-fap.

It will be observed that the sheet presents
its full and entire surface to be written upon,
the various flaps all being exteuor of the sheet
proper.

What I claim as new and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

The combination, substantially as shown
and described, with a letter-sheet, of safety-
| flaps ¢ «’ at the bottom of thesheet, a closing-

fHap, b, at 1ts top, and a gummed sealing-flap,

¢, on one side and adjacent to the closing-flap,
the said sheet and flaps folding, as Shown and
deseribed, to formn the envelope.

In testlmony whereof I have hereunto seb
my hand and seal in the presence of two sub-
seribing witnesses.

GUSTAV L. JABGER. [r. 5.]

Witnesses:
W. HAUFF,
. F. KmmNHUBPR
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