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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CHARLES PEcHT, of
Austin, in the county of Travis and Stﬁte of
Texas, hfw invented a new and Improved
\Tutshell Cutting Machine, of which the fol-
lowling is a Q.[)e(jlfi(“ltl()l] refer ence being had

to the : annexed drawings, forming a part there-

of, 1n which—

I‘]gme 1 1s a side view, partly in section, of
thelower portion of my IIlI]_)IOV@d nutshell cut-
ting machine. Ifig. 2 is a plan view, a por-
tion of the same mrt]y In section. FI“ 3 18
an inverted plan view of the follower, and I 1o,
418 a side elevation of the gage used for settmrr
the knives.

Similar letters of reference indieate corre-
sponding parts in all the views.

The object of my inventionis to provide for
the use of dealers, confectioners, bakers, and
others a machine for easily and economically
cutting the shells of nuts so as to release their
kernels.

My invention consists in a metallie ring pro-
vided with aseries of cutters extending inward
radially, the cutters of one series being set
farther in the ring than the cutters of the other
series, and in the combination, with the ring
, of a follower adapted to push
the nuts through between the cutters, all as
hereinafter more fully deseribed. Thering A
18 provided with series of radial slots «, in
which are inserted the cuttersde. The uppel

cutters, 0, project a short distance into the

ring, and the lower cutters, ¢, project inwardly |

beyond the ends of the cutters b. The ends of
the cutters are diamond-shaped and provided
with chisel cutting-edges adapted to engage
the nutshell and cut it so as to release the ker-
nel. The cuattersdcareclampedin theirplaces
by set-screws d, passing downward through
threaded holes in the ring A and -bearing on
the cutters b ¢ in the slots ¢. The ring A is

-mounted rigidly on the apertured p]&te B, so

tlnt the CllttGIS arcclamped hebween Lhe SCICWS
d and plate B. -

To the ring A 1s fitted a Iollowel C, having
a concave lower end adapted to 1ecelve the
end of the nut and force the nut downward
through the ring between the edges of the cut-
ters, the said follower being grooved longi-
tudinally to allow it to pass the knives. The
follower C may be driven by hand, or 1t may
be connected with alever or a rack and pinion
or any well-known power-pressed movement
by which 1t may be forced dOWIIW’ll d 1nto the
ringe A,

The device for operating the follower being
old and well known is not shown or deseribed.

To tacilitate setting the cutters, a plug-gage,
D, is provided, which is formed in three di-
anmeters, the part e being adapted to the ring
A, the part f serving as a gage for the cutters
b, and the part g serving as a gage for the cut-
ters e. Several such gages may be provided
for use in adjusting the cutters for nuts of dif-
ferent sizes.

IHaving thus fully deseribed my invention, |

clmm as new and desire to secure by Lettels

1. In a nutshell-cutter, the combination of
the ring A, the series of cutters b ¢, and the
follower C, arranged to force the nut through

between the cutters, and means for supporting

the cntters in the position of use, substantially
as described.

2. The combination, in a natshell-cutter, of

the ring A, provided with slots «, the aper-
tured plate I3, the cutlers b ¢, inserted 1n the
slots, the sct-secrews d, adapted to hold the
cutters 1n the slots, and the follower €, ar-
ranged to be moved,substantially as described.

CHARLIES PLECLIT.

Witnesses:
HENRY I68SAY,
FFRANK BROWN.
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