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1o all whony it nay concern: |

Be 1t known that I, GEorcE W. MILLER,
of Meriden, in the county of New Haven and
State of Connecticut, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Pocket-Knives, of
which thefollowing is a full, clear, and exact
description, whereby any one skilled in the
art can malke and use the same.

My invention, while it relates particularly

to pocket-kuives, is also adapted for use with
any blade that it is desirable to cover for con-
venience or safety to the person carrying it in
the pocket of wearing-apparel; and it relates
to articles of this class having sectional fold-
ing handles adapted to embrace and cover the
blade or tool.

My invention consists in a blade or like
part, pivotally connected to one end of which
are the grooved handle-sections adapted to
open outward, and being brought back to back
form a handle, in ecombination with the pecu-
liar stop that limits the opening of the han-
dle-sections; and it also consists in details of
the construction of the device and the parts
and their combination, as more particularly
heremmafter deseribed, and pointed out in the
claims.

Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 is a plan
view of a knife made in accordance with my
invention. Fig. 2 is a view in cross-section
through the spring-eateh on plane denoted by
Iig. 3 is a detail view in
cross-section of the device on the plane Y Y
of I'ig. 1. Iig. 4 is a detail view of the de-
vice with the handle partly opened. Fig. 5
18 a detall sideview of the knife with the han-

~dlefullyopened and in readiness for use. Fig.

6 15 a plan view of a blank for forming one of
the handle-sections.

In the accompanying drawings, the letter «
denotes a blade orlike part that is adanted to
be inclosed in and supported by the handle b.
T'he blade or like part has a shank, «’, on the
opposite edges of which two pivot-holes are
formed, and each part of the sectional handle
1s pivotally connected to this shank by pivotse,
suitably headed to securely connect the parts.

The handle b 1s made of sheet metal folded
up from the blank d, that is cut or stamped
from a sheet of metal—as steel or brass—Dby
means of suitable dies. The pivot-holes &

I
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may be formed in the stamping or afterward
bored. At each end of each handle-section -
are formed the earsd’. The straight part ¢’ be-
tween them, formed on the end attached to the 55
blade-shank and stock, limits the movement of
the handle-section in opening by striking
against and resting on the end of the shank. ~
One of such sections, #’, is pivoted to the shank
of the blade 1n such position that the latter
may be closed upon it along one edge and ex-
tend half-way across its width,while the other
handle-section, 5% is in a similar manner piv-
otally connected to the opposite edge of the
shank, the two handle-sections when folded
together with the opened edges opposite each
other more or less completely inclosing and
covering the blade or like part, as shown 1n
Fig. 1 of the drawings. |

To the free end of the handle-sections is con-
nected a spring-catch, e. This cateh 18 pref-
erably made of a link, ¢, that is a piece of
metal pivoted between the ears d° on one of
the handle-sections with its free end adapted
to swing between and to be clasped by the ears
® on the opposite handle-sections. The space
between these cars ¢’ in their normal position
is slightly less than the cateh is in thickness,
with the result that when the latter is thrust
between them they hold it with a frietional

60

O

70

75

SO

~grasp depending upon the resiliency of the

material of which the handle-seetion 18 com-
posed. The function of the cateh is to hold
the sectional handle 1n the closed position, as
shown in I'ig. 1, or the open position of the
handle, as shown in Fig. 5.

The handle-sections & )* are by the strik-

‘ing of the stop & against the end of the shank

held slightly apart along the back of the see-
tions, exeept under the hold of the catch,with
the result that the blade 1s held by-the sec-
tional handle with great strength and rigidity.
In the absence of the spring-catch a firm and
rigid hold of the handles upon the blade is in-
sured by the pressure of the hand upon the
handle-sections 1n using the device.

By the use of the term ‘‘blade’’ in the {ol-
lowing claims T mean to include not only a
cutting implement, but also any other that for
convenience or safety may be borne on the 103
shank and inclosed within the sectional fold-
ing handles. S |
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I claim as my improvement—
1. The improved handle-section &', made of
sheet metal, folded ap from a blank d, with
projecting ears extending in the plane of the
5 sides on the opposite ends of the handle-sec-
tions, all substantially as described.
2. In combination with a blade or like part,
- the handle-sections b’ b, each pivoted to the
~ shank of the blade in such position that the
1o handle may be closed upon the blade along
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one edge and partly cover it, the handle sec-

tions having a part, d’, that by contact with

the end of theshank limits the Swinging move-

ment of the handle-sections on the blade, a,llih

Substdntlally as described.
- GEORGE W. MILL]]R

\Vltnesqes |
HENRY DRYHURST
EpwIiN M. Roor.
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