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To all whom it may conceri:

Be it known that I, HENRY O. CANFIELD, of
Brideeport, in the county of Fairfield and State
of Connecticuf, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Bustles; and 1 do
hereby deelare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact description of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which 1t
appertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to an improvement in
bustles, the object being to afford a device of
that character that can be made to fold flat
against the person of the wearer when a sitting
or reclining posture is assumed, and that will
regain an extended form when pressure 1s re-
laxed and an upright position is assumed,
whereby the drapery of the skirtsis held {from
the body in astyle to snit the demands of fash-
1011,

A furtherobject is to produce a compressible
bustle that will be comfortable to the wearer
in any position of the body, light in weight, of
neatappearance, durable construction,and low
1nitial cost.

With these ends in view my 1nventlon con-

sists in certain features of construetion and

combinationg of parts, that will be hereinafter

described, and pointed out in the claims.
Thedrawing represents my improved bustle.
A A represent the body-strips, to the upper

ends of which the band A’ is attached, prefer--

ably by eyelets, this band serving to attach the
bustlein proper position upontheperson ofthe
wearer.

The flat metallic braces B B are atlixed by
their ends to the body-strips at proper points.
These serve to retain the body-strips 1n posi-
tion, with a sufficient space intervening, this
distanee being indicated by the size of the
bustle.

The braces B B are crossed ab or near their
centers of length, and a rivet or eyelet 18 1n-
serted at the point where they cross to render
them stable. They should be of such a thick-
ness and width proportionate to the size of the
bustle as to afford the requisite support edge-
wise and have a yielding elasticity to conform
to the curvature of the body when sccured in

(N0 modcl.)

I quent discomfort that is to be found n the or-

dinary type of bustle.

Upon the onter faces of the body-strips A A,
at spaced intervalg, the flat metallic bow-
springs CC, &e.,are secured, preferably by eye-
let-connections, that afford joints upon which
the bows € may vibrate freely if not restrained.

At or near the centers of the bow-springs O
the spacing-tape or flexible band D 1s riveted
or attached by eyelets a, these points of attach-
ment being such that the bows C are held
spaced, so as to be supported parallel to each
other when the bustlieis in normal position un-
compressed, | _

The diagonal bows 18 I are secured by their 63
ends to the two bow-springs C* ¢’ that are near-
est the upper ends of the body-springs, and
are pivoted by their ends to the flat surfaces of
thesesprings near to the body-strips to vibrate,
their position forming a rounded finish to the
top of the bustle.

Upon the front faces of the body-strips A A
the flat plate-springs G G are attached by their
upper ends rigidly, these points of attacnment
being near the pivoted junetion of the nupper
bow-spring with the body-strips A A.

The lower ends of the plate springs G G are
secured by eyelets or other proper means to
the lower spring-bow, C, at proper points to
insure efficient action of springs G G, the
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length of these springs being such in relation

to the extended position of the lower bow-
spring to which it is attached that the plate-
springs will be bent:slightly to caunse their ten-
sional strength to be exerted upon thigspring-
bow and depress ift, the depression thus el-
fected causing the extension in proper form of
the several bow-springs that form the skeleton
frame on which the skirts of the underwear
and dress are held in draped position upon the
person of the wearer.

When the bow-springs are folded upon their
hinged joints to lic near the body of the per-
son wearing the bustle, as is the case when a
sitting or reclining position is assumed, the
plate-springs G G will be bent into U shape,
ready to resume an extended bow form when
the pressure that bent them is relaxed, and 1n
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place, and thus afford a comfortable appliance, | consequence the shape ot the supported dra-

atvoiding- the unyielding rigidity and conse- { pery is restored to its required prominence
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when an upright posture of the wearer is as-

- Sumed. - | - -

~_ Having fully described my invention, what

- I eclaim as new, and desire to secure by Letters

5 Patent, is— | -

1. In a bustle, the combination, with two

elastic body-strips and two crossed flat spring-

braces attached to the body-strips, of hinged

bow-springs, a flexible spacing-band, and two

10 plate-springs secured to the body-strips and
lower bow-spring, substantially as set forth.

2. In a bustle, the combination, with two

- body-strips, an attached supporting-band, and |.

two crossed flat elastic braces, of a set of bow-
15 8prings pivoted to vibrate on their points of

attachment to the body-strips, a flexible band
attached to the bow-springs and supporting-

| band, two diagonal bows pivoted upon the up-
per bow -springs, and two plate-springs at-
tached to the lower bow-spring and the body- 20
strips to hold the bow-springs extended, sub-
stantially as set forth. |

- In testimony whereof I have signed this
specification in the presence of two subserib-
Ing witnesses. . | | |
HENRY O. CANTIELD.

Witnesses: -
(3. E'.'MELINS,.
- B, B. LEwWIs, |
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