(No Model.) '
' | D. L. SNEDIKER.

_ COMBINED ABDOMINAL SUPPORTER AND PESSARY.
No. 364,068, Patented June 14, 1887.

} &
: V.2 | *
] » i
i I
i |
! : .
l" . |
!¢ l
/4 !
! | J
/)
r ] ﬂ- ' J
! t : - pa!
. l ""“";Ltﬂl.‘”:?'? )
' A L) I-‘i.. ln.:. :LE-.
! ;’.l:h_"::g}.{,v' X
P *%ig";ﬂ'“ o
1,.:J-.:.‘ . . i
et
"1-‘ .,II_"l"‘I|I l
*
L !
' 1
g l
g\ '
: 1
b Y )
§ : \
1 '\_ \
LY
\
“
Y -
“.
“ B N
“
%
¥
|
\
\ f
' /
¥ !
A !
1 f
L !

NN
NN

S
INANNNNN

!

P LALAARRLY A AANL

.’//-'-‘lll'l'lll'll NRRY

(e et A TR L LN
R N N L TN T

77

¥/

4 7iF Ay

— T
T e

WITNESSES

INVENTOR

& M . Laved L. Sredifer,
N & yrZs Alttorneys ._

M. PETERS. PhotoLithographsr. Washington, D. C.

o R |/




N

[O

k4
C

20

tv
e

3C

40

45

UNITED J STATES PATENT OFFICE.

DAVID L. SNEDIKER, OF EMPORIA, KANSAS.

COMBINED ABDOMINAL SUPPORTER AND PESSARY.

SPRCIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 364,9¢8, dated June 14, 1887,

Application filed May 27, 1866, Serial No. 203,385, (No model)

To all whonv it may concern:

Be it know that I, DAVID I.. SNEDIKER, of
Emporia, in the county of Lyon and State of
Kansas, have invented certain Improvements
1n Abdominal Supporters, of which the follow-
Ing 18 a specification, reference being had to
the accompanying drawings.

The object of my invention is to produce a
supporter for use by females which is provided
with a spring-cup for supporting the uterus,
and also with pads for external pressure and
support of the lower part of the abdomen.
These pads are made adjustable by screws,
and also are made yielding in the same diree-
tion by springs, and they aid in keeping the
front part of the body-spring in place and are
auxiliary to the pessary as supports or cush-
ioned stays, forming with the body-spring a
yielding and appropriate harness, soto speak,
for the cxterior of the person, well adapted to
gently and properly support a yielding pes-
sary in place, the whole apparatus and design
being, in view of the motions of the internal
and external parts of the body, constantly
liable to occur, to provide gently - yielding
pressure and support, both externaliy and in-
ternally, by the different parts—viz.,the body-
spring, the adjustable spring-pads, and the
adjustable spring-pessary.

I prefer to employ the same body-spring
described 1n my United States PPatent No.
308,809, granted. December 2, 1884, which is
adapted to be applied around the hips quite
low down and to prevent all pressure upon
the back, and is light and comifortable to
wear. I3eing worn well down on the hips, it
continues its upward pressure whenever the
patient stoops or the hips are spread, as in
long stepping, &e., when the tendency ordi-
narily is greater for the abdominal parfs to
come down out of place.  In fact, with my in-
strument the act of stooping or the spreading
or separation of the hips or thighs tends to
momentarily 1nerease the upward pressure—
that 1s, while the thighs arc separated-—so that
when unuasual exposure or danger oceurs my
instrument, on account of its structure and
mode of application, 18 then more vigilant
and energetic, so to speak, to protect against
it. Such a result cannot be secured where
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elastic straps are used tosupport and hold up |

the uterine-caup stem, and where they are sap-
ported by a belt around the waist, nor will a
bent stem operate 1n this way when its direcet
support 18 above instead of around and upon
the hips, whether 1t be a spring or not.

1 provide means, as has heretofore been
done, for adjusting the pads outward and in-
ward 1n addition to the automatic adjustment
of springs. I havealso provided, as has been
done before, that the cup shall yield on its
stem ecasily by the action of a gentle spring,
made or coated with non-corroding material.

In the accompanying drawings, illustrating
my improvements, Ifigure 1 18a view showing
the instrument in place. Ifig. 2 is a longi-
tudinal sectional view of the uterine ecup,
showing 1ts details of construction. Figs. 3
and 4 arc views of the cup detached. Tigs. 5
and 6 arc views of the pads detached, and
Fig. 7 18 a view of upper part of the stem de-
tached.

Referring to the letters upon the drawings,
A Indicates the body -spring, substantiaily
like that described 1n my said patent.

B B indicate the pads, which, in addition to
being pivotal and spring-acting and adjustable
laterally on the body-spring, arce also made
adjustable outward and inward by means of
the male and female screws C and D, the lat-
ter, as shown, fixed to one of the clamp-jaws
Ii, and the former entering and being spring-
cushioned in the pad, as illustrated. This
feature, combined with the others, which T
omit to deseribe1n detail because they are not
new, and are sufficiently intelligible from the
drawings, 18 an important one in connection
with the other parts.

I’ Indicates the uterine-cup stem, seeared to
the body-spring in front by means of clamp-
jaws G, and bent to conform to the contour of
the parts and to enter the vagina. When sup-
ported by my body-spring,neither the front of
the body-spring nor the bent stem will touch
the body or external parts if properly ap-
plied. The stem is of course capable of being
bent more or less to secure a proper position
of adjustment.

In order to provide for varying lengths of
the vagina, and eflecting a proper adjustment
of the cup and support of the uterus in its
natural position, I joint the stem at H and pro-
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- spring Pis pleced.
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~ body.
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vide a secrew - connection, as has heretofore‘

been done, so that a lon ﬂ'er or shorter internal

part, XK, of the stem can be employed, as

needed. Theenlarged parb L of the stem part
K, in which is a female screw, forms a ledge
or shoulder, M, at its upper end, between
which and the ledn*e N of the cup O the coil-
This spring gives an easy
yielding action to the eup, which is of much
importance, and can be secured so as to be

effective to prevent the injuries named above 1

by any spring- aetlon altorrether outside of the

Q indicates a IODﬂ‘ltudll]‘tl slot in the outer
surface of the short stem part K, open at its
upper end, and connected by a short trans-
verse slot, R, at its lower end to another longi-
tudinal slot S, nob open at 1ts upper end

(See Iig. 7. )

T i1s a short stud prmectmw into the interior |
of the lower part of the cup to enter the slots |

in the stemr part K and hold the cup and stem

.. 364,968

part together in such a way that the cup can
move up and down on the stem part by the
actioo of the spring P, the stud T working in
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the slot S, so that when the stem is withdrawn

1t will pnll out the cup, becanse the slot S 18-
‘closed at 1ts npper end.

Having now .described my 1mp10vements
what I claim to be new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent of the United States, 18—
- The combination, with the body-spring A,

of the pivoted laterally - adjustable spring-

pads B and the adjustable spring-pessary sup-

ported by the yielding action of the body-

spring and pads, whereby gentle yielding

| spring - support, both externally and 1inter-
| nally, is secured, substantially as set forth.

In testimony whereof T h:zwe heleunto sub- -
seribed Iy name

'WVltnesses:" L
- MARCUS 5. HOPKINS,
E. R. SUTTON.

30

DAVID L. SNEDIKER.
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