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Lo all whom it may concerns:

Be 1t known that I, INCREASE C. PLANT, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident of
Macon, in the county of Bibb and State of
Georgia, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Seal-Locks; and I do
hereby declarethat the following is a full,clear,
and exact description of the invention, which
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same, refer-
erenece being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, which form a part of this specification,
and in which-— '

Figure 1 18°a {ront view of a portion of the
side and door of a freight-ecar provided with
my 1mproved seal-lock. Fig. 2 is a similar
view of the lock,showing the door of the loek-
casing opened, disclosing the tag. Fig. 3 isa
transverse vertical sectional view of the lock
on line x x, Fig. 1; and Fig. 4 is a view of the
tag as I prefer to use it.

Simillar numerals of reference indicate cor-
responding parts In all the figures.

My invention has relation to that class of
seal-locks for freight-cars or similar purposes
in which a tag is inclosed in the lock-casing
and will be torn and destroyed by the with-
drawal of the locking-bolt, which is held within
the lock-casing, and 1t contemplates certain
mmprovements upon the seal-lock for which
Letters Patent No. 350,885 were granted to

- Jesse Jordan and myself on the 12th day of
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October, 1886; and 1t consists to that end in
the 1improved construction and combination of
parts of such a lock, as hereinafter more fully
described and claimed.

It 18 desirable to have a tag attached to a
freight-car,which may be suitably marked by
the several conductorshaving the car in charge
during 1ts trip, indicating the time of receipt
of the car and the time of its delivery, and to
that end I employ T-shaped tagsof nearly the
same shape as the tag nsed in the former lock,
but provided with a long strip or tab project-
ing downward through the vertical longitudi-
nal slot in the bolt and through a slot in the
bottom of the lock-casing, the end of this tab
or strip projecting down {rom the lock-cas-
ing and having inscribed upon it either the

—————y

dates, or having the figures indieating the
dates of the months and suitable spaces for
the conductor to either punch or otherwise
mark the.strip with an individual mark which
may not be mistaken, so that the tag will
not only serve as a seal, but at the same time
as a ticket, which will register the progress of
the ear, the tag enabling the railway company
or the consignor or consignee to loeate under
whose charge the car might have been when
any accident or injury happened to it, as the
mark of the conductor will serve as a receipt
for the intact condition of the car, so that the
accident or injury may be traced to the last
conductor having marked thetag and receipted
for it. If desired, two shorter tags may be
used, one to go under each opening in the lock,

to show their contents under the glass over

them, the lower one to be used with or with-
out glass, as preferred, but protected by a simi-
lar flap to the one above it on the lock., It
18 also desirable to have a receptacle for a bill
of lading, duplicate tags, or other papers {rom
the cousignor to the consignee, and for that
purpose 1 form & recess in the back of the
casing, 1n which the said paper may be placed
behind the upper end of the tag, the said pa-
per being, of course, inaccessible until the tag
hasbeen brokenand the door of the lock-casing
opened, which may not take place until the
door of the car has been opened.

In the accompanying drawings, the numeral
1 indicates the lock-casing, having the door 2,
provided with the glazed aperture 3, formed
with the hinged flap 4, and provided with the
serrated flange 5 upon the inner side and the
pivoted gravitating lateh 6. The recess 7 in
the lock-casing, in which the head or enlarged
portion of the tag rests, is deepened to a suffi-
cient depth to hold the bill of lading or other
paper sent with the car, and the bolt 8 i pro-
vided with the recess 9 in its upper side and
with the vertical longitudinal slot 10, and with
the notch 11, into which the gravitating eateh
12 catches.  The lower side of the lock-casing
18 provided with a longitudinal slot, 13, which
registers with theslotin thesliding bolt when
the latter is pushed home. The other parts
of the lock need no further explanation,as they,
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names of the several stations and blanks for | as well as the most of the parts already re- 1co
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parts Shown and described 1n tlle patent here-
inbefore referred to.

The tag 14 consists of the head 15, “hl(,h-
fits in the recess at the upper end of the T-

shaped recess in the casing, and the strip or
tab 16,which, projecting from the lower edge
of the head, extends thlough the slot in the
bolt and thloucrh the slot in the lock-casing,
depending from said casing. This strip has
inscribed upon it the names of the several

stations of the road over which the car passes,

arranged in columns, and having opposite col-
umns _of figures lndlcatlng the dates of the

‘month, the “said figures being added by the
condnctors during the trip, towethel with the

individual -punch or mark of the conductor,
or the tab may have any other suitable series
of blanks or inscriptions, which may be filled
out or punched or marked, indicating that
the conductor has. received the car in good
The head of the tag is 1nseubed
with the names of the sending- statwn and of
the receiving-station, as well as with the names
of the consignor, consignee, and any other in-

. formation which it may Dedesired to oive. The
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lock-casing is preferably provided with an ex-
tended casing, 17, at the slot, through which

2 -~ 364,954

| ferred to, are of the same construction as the ' lading 20, or any other paper which it may be

desired to send along with the car, is placed

in the recess behind the head of the tag, and

neither the tag nor the paper can be touched
after the door has been locked, the tag in-
serted, and the lock-casing closed without the
fact belnfr betrayed by the condition of the tag.

Hammr thus deseribed my invention, I claim |
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and de&nre to secure by Letters Patent of the

United States—

1. In a seal-lock, the combmatwn with a
lock-casing having a T-shaped recess, and hav-
ing a ver tical 51013 in its lower side, forming a
contmuabmn of the foot or shank of the T

o

shaped recess, and having a bolt sliding 1n the

recess, formed with-a ver_tical longitudinal slot

registering with the slot in the casing, of a tag
formed in T shape and fitting in the recess -

and projecting through the slot of the bolt and *

through the slot in the lower side of the lock:-

casing, as and for the purpose shown and seb

forth. -L

2. In a seal- 100]{ the combmatlon of Q,
lock-casing having a T- shaped recess, the
lower side of which casing is slotted and pro-
vided with an extended casing, a door upon
said casing and said extended easing, a slotted
bolt w1thm said recess, and a T-shaped tag
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the lower end of the tag projects, and this ex- ; the head of which 1s ada,pted to be held in ;

tension is formed with a suitable door or lid,
18, which may have a pane, 19, ot glass in 1b
for the purpose of exposing the tab to sight

- without opening the door, the extension pro-

tecbing the tab from the effect of the weather
and keepmﬂ* it clean and whole, preventing
the marks or inscriptions upon the same from
being blurred or covered with dirt and pre-

.--.venting it from being torn off. The bill of

t

said recess and its tab adapted to be secured
in said extended casing.

In testimony that 1 olallm the foregomg as'

my own I have hereunto affixed my Sifmature
n prescnce of two witnesses.
| INCRDASE C. PLANT
Witnesses:
J~o. H. INGRAHAM

W. W. WRIGLEY.
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