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1o jeet being to form a hitching-post which can

L5

~ and arrange the post to slide therein, the box

20

ered by those understanding the manner of

39

40

- or receptacle.

~ the post engages when raised. - Figs. 4,5, and

50

‘Thereby declare the following to be a full, clear,

“which ean, when it is desired to use the same,

Jowered within the case it may be closed, and

“in other particulars, as hereinafter specifically

‘and uge my invention, I will describe the same
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To all whom it maiy COncézém ]
Be it known that 1T, CHARLES S. HURD, of
Pittsburg, in the county of Allegheny and State

i gl

The case or receptacle ¢ is generally formed
of the enlarged portion:or box b and the tubu-
lar extension ¢, this receptacle being placed

of Pennsylvania, have invented a new and use- | within the ground so that the upper end of 5:

ful Improvement in Hitehing-Posts; and I do

and exact deseription thereof. -
My invention relates to hitching-posts to be
used at the curbs of streets, its principal ob- |

be lowered into the ground and covered, so
that it forms no obstruction in the street, and

be raised out of the ground and firmly secured |
in position for use. In my improved hitch-
ing-post I form an inclosing case or receptacle

being placed within the ground and provided |
with a suitable cover, so that when the post is

the post will form no obstruction within the
street. In order to secure the post firmly 1n
position when raised, I provide suitable lock-
ing mechanism to support the post In its raised
position;and for greater safety, so that the post

cannot be lowered either by the movemeunts |
~ of the horse hitehed thereto or by persons

other than the owner, I provide means for se-
curely locking the post in position, so that af-
ter it is raised and locked it can only be low-

|

operating the lock. 1 also improve the post

set forth. o
o enable others skilled in the art to make

more fully, referring to the accompanying
drawings, in which— _ S l
" Tigure 1is a sectional view of my improved

post, showing the same lowered within 1ts case
Fig. 2 is a like view showing
the post in.position for use. Fig. 3 18 a per- I
spective view of the locking-sleeve, with which

6 are top views of said slecve, showing  the
post in section and illustrating the means of
locking and unlocking the same; and Iig. 7
is an enlarged sectional view illustrating the
means of unlocking the same.

Like letters of reference iundicate like parts
in each. R .

{

the box b is flush with the street or curb, the
box having the lid ?’, by means of which it 1is
closed when not in use, and the tnbular ex-
tension ¢ being made of suitable length, so

that it shall receive the sliding hitehing-post

d, which can be be lowered into the case, the

main portion of the post sliding within the

tubuiar extension ¢, and the post being in-
closed within the case, so that 1t 1s protected
from moisture. The hitching-post ¢ 1s gen-
erally formed of a tube of slightly-smaller
outer diameter than the inner diameter of the
tube ¢, the body of the tube d sliding within
the tube ¢, which has at the base thereof the
cushion ¢, onto which the hitching-post drops
as it is lowered, this cushion being generally

formed of a rubber ball at the base of the tube

| ¢, resting against the ferrule or cap ¢ of the

tubnlar extension.

At the base of the -enlarged portion or box

75

b is secured the locking-sleeve f, this locking-

sleeve being screwed onto the tube ¢, which,

 also, 18 provided with the collar ¢, fitting

against the bottom of the box b, the locking
thus acting to seeure the tube ¢ to the box, as
shown. The locking sleeve f1s provided with

B8O

the ratchet-faces ¢ ¢’ ¢°, and with the pocket

. beyond the ratchet-face g, the spring lug or
pintle ¢, near the base of the hitching-post, en-
gaging with these ratchet-faces and fitting into

the pocket i, and so supporting the tube in

its raised position out of the box and holding
it in said position until it is lowered, as here-
inafter described. The upper portion of this
sleeve f fits neatly around the hitching-post d,
and, together with the cap or ferrule 4’ at the
base of the post, forms a guide for the post as
it slides within the tubular extension b. |
The spring-pintle ¢ is provided with a lip,

i/, at the upper end thereof, and the spring £,
carrying the pintle, issecured by a bolt or rivet,
I/, passing through an elongated bolt-hole, &,
in the post d, to the sliding plate &%, which ex-
tends upwardly within the sleeve f 1n position
to strike against theannular shoulder f’there-
of, so that when the pintle rests upon and en-

- | gages with the sleeve the weight of the post

93
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thereon bears upon the body of the pintle. |
The pintle and its spring and sliding plate
slide longitudinally of the post, so that the
lip ¢ of the pintle is foreced above the pintle-
5 hole @ and locks the pintle in that position,
so that 1t cannot be pressed within the hitch-
ing - post, this being shown in Fig. 2:; but
when the post 1s raised, so that the sliding
plate &* comes in contact with the shoulder
10 f' of the sleeve f,it is pressed down by said
shoulder, so drawing down with it the lip
¢ of the pintle 7 into position to be pressed
into the pintle-hole ¢°. The sleeve fis pro-
vided with theextension [, having the inclined

- 15 face [/, extending from the outer edge of the

sleeve to the mner edge thereof at the base of
the ratchet ¢, this inclined face 7 acting to
press the pintle back into the hitehing-post as
the post 1s turned, and so disengage the pintle
20 {rom the sleeve and permit the post to slide
downwardly within the case. -

In drawing up the post it 1s lifted by hand
until the pintle is raised above the face of one
ratchet, when 1t gprings out and catches on the

25 ratchet—as, for instance, on the ratchet-face
¢=and in oxder tolock it securely it is turned

50 a8 to pass over the ratchet-faces ¢ and ¢
and rest within the pocket or locking-seat 7,
the post being thus locked threetimesin pass-

30 ing over these ratchet-faces, so that it cannot
be disengaged from its position either by any
strain put upon it by the horse hitched thereto

or by any person who does not know how to
operate it. In lowering the post it is neces-

. 35 sary to raise it first oub of the seat h, when it
- will slide down the ratchet ¢, and is raised
again to pass over both the ratchets ¢" and ¢,
and even then 1t cannot be lowered until it is
raised sufficiently to cause the outer sleeve, &7,

1o tostrike against the inclined shoulder 77 of the
‘sleeve f, which pushes down the slide £, and
~draws with 1t the pinfle ¢ until the pintle
strikes the base of the pintle-hole &, when, as
the post 1s turned,the inclined face?” will push

45 the pintle back into the post, so that the post

can be lowered, the post being thus locked in |

its position not only by the three different
ratchet-faces on the sleeve, but by the lip 7,
- which prevents 1ts being pressed back into the
50 post until 16 18 drawn down by thesliding plate
k*, as above described, and as the post is thus
securely locked in place there is no liability
whatever of 1ts being distarbed either by the
“horse or by those not knowing how to oper-
55 ate it. | : |
| The post is provided with the chainm, hav-
ing the weight n at the base thereof, this chain
and weightfitting within the tubular post and
the weight holding the chain within the post,
6o so that the chain is always held taut when itis
hiteched to the bridle of the horse, and is also
held within the post when not in use, ag shown
in Ifig. 1. The chain passes through the cap
patthetipperendofthe post,and asit iz drawn
65 out the links of the chain will catch on this
cap, and so relieve the horse from the major

part of the weight of the chain. y

In order to prevent the entrance of dirt to
the lower part of the pocket b and the clog-
ging of thelocking-sleeve f, I employthe plate 7¢
r, throngh which the hiftching-post d passes,
the plate fitting closely around the post and
catching any dirt or other material which
might fall within the box of the post.

When the post is to be raised, the cover b’ 75

18 thrown back and the post isdrawn up until

the pintle ¢ springs over the ratchet-face of
the sleeve, and 1s fhen turned until it rests
within the pocket or seat 2, and, as the weight

of the post issupported on the pintle, it is evi- 8o
dent that the slide holding the pintle is forced
upwardly, so that the lip 7 on the pintle pre-
vents 1ts passing back through the pintle-hole
d’, and when the post is to be lowered it is
raised and turned back until it passes the sev- 8
eral ratchet-faces, and then, by raising it
slightly bigher, the sliding plate %* strikes
against the sleeve, draws down the pintle, and
by turning 1t still further the pintle is pressed
back into the post by the inclined facel, and go
the post may be permitied to drop, the base

of the post striking against the cushion e, 80 as

to prevent the jarring of the post. The box of

the post is then closed, so as to present the ap-
pearance of any block or post close tothestreet. g5

What I claim as my invention, and desire
to seeure by Letters Patent, ig—

1. The combination of a sliding hitching-
post with an inclosing-case provided with a
series of locking-seats and the means, substan- 1oc
tially as described, carried by the post for en-
gaging said seats successively, whereby the
post has to be unlocked a number of times be-
tore 1t can be lowered, substantially as de-
scribed. | 105

2. The combination of the sliding hitching- |
post having the spring-pintle with a lip
thereon, which engages the outer side of the
post, and the inclosing-case provided with the
locking-seat, with which the pintle engages to 110
hold the post in its raised position, substan-
tially as and for the purposes set forth.

3. The combination of the inclosing-case
provided with the locking-sleeve f, having
one or more ratchet-faces and a locking-seat, 115
h, and the sliding hitching-post having the
spring-pintle ¢, substantially as and for the
purposes set forth. |

4. The combination of the sliding hitching-
post having the spring-pintle and the inclos- 120
ing-case having the locking-sleeve provided
with a suitable seat, and having the inclined
face above said seat, adapted to press the
spring-pintle into the sliding post, so that the
same’ may be lowered, substantially as set 123
forth. -

0. The combination of the ineclosing - case
having the locking-sleeve provided with an
inclined face, and the sliding post provided
with a spring-pintle having the lip ¢, and 130
meais for moving the pintle longitudinally of
the post, substantially as and for the purposes
set forth.

6. The combination of the sliding post hay-

C 51
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v

ing the spring-pintle ¢, provided with the lip | In festimony. whereof I, the said CHARLES

i and secured to the sliding plate £ and the | S. HURD, have hereunto set my hand. '

inclosing -case having the locking -sleeve f,

provided with a shoulder adapted to engage
3 with the sliding plate and cause the longi- |

- tudinal movement of the pintle and its slid- Witnesses:
ing plate, substantially as and for the pur- | J. N. COOKE,
poses set forth. o o | 1. E. BARNES.

- CHARLES 8. HURD.
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