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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, OSCAR L. SPRAGUE, of
Andover, in the ceunty of Ashtabula, and
State of Oh10 have invented a new and use-
ful Improvement in Carpet - Stretchers, of
which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to carpet- stretchers,
and 1t consists 1n certain improvements in the
construction and arrangement of the parts
composing the apparatus which produce &
cheap, simple, and eﬁectwe stretcher. |

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 18
a side elevation with one of the side pleces of
the frame removed, with the machine in posi-
tion for being moved. IYig. 2 i3 a side eleva-
tion with the parts in p051t10n for opelatlon
Fig. 3 1s a plan view.

The frame of the machine is composed ef
two bars, A A, at the rear end of which is
secured an aﬁ;le, B, carrying at its ends wheels
¢ a, upon which the machine can be rolled in

- moving it from place to place, and does not clog
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- its turn is pivoted to the frame at <.
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the carpet- when stretching the same. The

wheels roll when the car pet s passmn* under

them. ,h
Between the bars of the frame and at thelr

front end is rigidly secured the claw b, the
bars being preferably recessed .into the sides
of the claw, so as to be flush therewith. A

stiffening-block, ¢, may be secured between-

the bars and behlud the claw, if desired. The
bars of the frame thus form a long narrow
slot In which works the stretcher-bar C, its
rearend extending over the axle and its frent
end being free to. move up and down. The
stretcher D which engages with the carpet,

consists of a cross- piece, d, secured firmly to
the bar C and carrying a series of sharp teeth,

e, bent slightly downward. The cross- pleee
d 18 further supported bystays £ /. Upon the

upper face of bar C is formed the rack g,with

which engages the gravity-pawl h. This pawl
1s pivoted to the operating-lever I, which in
I rep-

resents a pawl pivoted between two ears on
the frame and behind the lever E,which en-
oages with the rack as soon as the lever B has
been pushed forward, and holds the said rack

from passing through the earpet and catchin

 while the leveris being drawn back for'enobher

hold. The pawl F is ra,leed from the rack by
the lever E,which strikes an extension, k, of
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the gaid pewl when the lever isthrown back to

the farthest point.
Inorder to preventthe teeth of the stretcher

in the floor, I have provided a lifter, G. This

is pivoted to a projection, [, on the cross-piece

d, which extends up between the bars of the
fmme on which the lifter G rests.
the rear end of lifter G slightly the cross-piece

and teeth, with the carpet,are correspondingly

raised from the floor.
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In operating my device the rack-bar is

pushed back as far as it will go and the claw D
driven into the floor close to the wash-board.
The teeth will engage with the carpet at the
proper point and the pawl & with the rack-

bar. The carpet is now strétched by a for-

ward movement of the lever until it
necessary to take a new hold, when tfie pawl

BCOII] es -

I drops into the rack and helds it while the

lever is being retracted.
The opemtlon of the llfter has been already

explained.
What I claim is--

with the slotted main Ilame of the raclk- bal

sliding therein and suppmted so that its for- -

ward ond is capable of moving vertically, the
cross-piece D, secured rigidly to the rack-bar
and having a series of teeth, and the pivoted
lever G, connected to-the cress piece and
eclapted to move the rack-bar vertlea,lly in
the frame substantlally as described.

2. The eembmablon, with the slotted main

frame,of a rack-bar havinga vertical and lon-

gitudinal movement therem a series of teeth
on said bar, a pivoted lever carr ying a pawl,
and an mdcpendently pivoted retammn‘ pawl,
and a lever, G, pivoted fo a preJeetmn of the
rack-bar and bearmo* on the main frame, sub-
stentmlly as desembed
| OSOAR 1.
Witnesses:
- J. W. ROBERTS,
H. P. KiLe.
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1. In a carpet- stretehel the eemblnatlon -
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