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To all whom it maly conceri:

Be it known that I, CARL J. SKATU, a citl-
zen of the United States, residing at Racine, 1n
the county of Racine and State of Wisconsin,
have invented certain new and useful Improve-

- ments in Folding Cots; and I do hereby de-

EO

clare the following to be a full, clear, and ex-
act description of the invention, such as will

-enable others skilled in the art to which 1t ap-

pertains to make and use the same.
‘This invention relates to folding cotssuch as

described in my two prior United States Pat-

tents numbered, respectively, 232,418 and

- 304,282. -
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- My improvement consists of certain details
of construction pertaining respectively to the
support and adjustments of the head and foot
sections, the attachment and limitation of the

turning of the crossed legs, and the bracing of |
the legs. |

In order that my invention may be clearly
understood, I have illustrated in the annexed
drawings and will proceed to describe the best
form thereof at present known to me.

Figure 1 represents a longitudinal section of
my improved cot. Figs. 2 to 8 illustrate de-
tails drawn on a larger scale than ¥ig. 1.
 The same letters of reference indicate iden-
tical parts in all the figures.

The head-section B consists of bwo parallel
bars, B, united at their outer ends by a de-

~ tachable eross-bar, B?, which is provided with
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a T-head, 9%, at each end, adapted to enter a
slotted plate, b, on each bar B’ and hook un-
der said plate on giving a quarter-turn to said
cross-bar. The upholstering, when used, 18 S0
applied that it will tend to prevent the turn-
ing of the eross-bar B* after its T-heads have
hooked under the slotted plates. Each bar B’
is pivoted to a side bar, A, of the cot, the
pivot - bolt * passing through a casting, G,

which is ‘bolted to the inner side of the side

bar, A. A segmental ratchet, D, is secured to
the inner end of each bar B’, which ratchet 1s
engaged by the tooth e of a pawl-lever, I
which is pivoted on the casting C, and 1s held
in engagement with the ratchet by the stress
of a spring, F/, placed in a recess of sald cast-

ing, covered by the side bar, A. The ratchet-

teeth are so set that in turning the head-section
up and over upon the body of the cot the pawls

will slip over the teeth of the ratchets; but the

w—r

head section can be turned back only after de-
pressing thepawl-levers soasto disengagethem
from the ratchets, Theouter end of the cast- 55
ings C is constructed-with a short bracket- -
hook, ¢, to support the bars I3’ of the head sec-
tion when it is turned back down to a horizon-

tal position. The foot-section I is constructed :
and connected to the side bars, A, of the cot 6o

in precisely the same way as the head-section.

| The head and foot sections, either or both, may

be provided at their outer ends with support-
ing-struts G, detachably fitted on the shoul- -
dered ends (see Fig. 4) of the cross-bar L% 65
The cot is supported at one end upon a pair-
of crossed legs, H H’, pivoted together by a
bolt, A, which also carries a stop-bracket, H"
the arm %’ of which projects across and beyond
the edge of leg H, to limit the downward turn- 70
ing of the upper end of leg H'. Each leg has
at its upper end a T-headed casting, H°. The
T-heads of these castings are so set that they -
can be introduced into longitudinal slots ¢" in
the castings C on the side bars, A, when the 75
legs are about in the same plane with the side
bars, A, and will hook behind said castings C
when the legs are turned down into proper

. supporting position. The legsare held In po-

sition by a pair of braces; I, respectively piv- 8o
oted at their upper ends on the side bars, A,
whiletheir lower endsare detachably connected
to the legs. The lower end of each brace en-
ters a slot, 4,in a plate, I', on the leg, and car-
ries a spring-hook, I*, which hooks behind the 835
plate I. The slot ¢ has a cross-slot, 7', to per- -
mit of the introduction of the brace I into the
slot while the hook I* is held.retracted by
pressing on the spring end. When a metal
rod is used as a brace, it may be attached to go
the leg by a hooked end passing through a piv-
oted eye on the leg and hooking behind a fixed
staple thereon, the staple having a notch at
one point to permitof the passage of the hooked
end of the brace in applyingit. (See Fig. 8.) 95
A similar pair of crossed legs and braces are
applied in like manner to the other end of the-
coft. | |

I claim as my invention—

1. The combination, substantially as before 1co
set forth, of the castings C, rigidly secured to
the side bars, A, and provided with bracket-
arms ¢, the ratchets of the head - section, the
pivoted pawls, and the springs forcing sald
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pawls against said ratchets, seated in recesses | legs attached thereto, said legs being provided
of castings C and covered by the side bars, A. | at’ their lower ends with pivoted eyes, and

2. The combination, substantially as before | braces pivoted to the said side bars passing
set forth, of the castings C, rigidly secured to | through said pivoted eyes and engaging the 15
the side bars, A, and provided with horizon- | legs, substantially as described.
tal slots ¢/, the crossed legs pivoted together In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
and provided with the vertical T-headed cast- | presence of two witnesses. |
~ 1ngs for attachment to said castings C, said T- | CARL J. SKAT.
head standing in a vertical plane, and the stop- | Witnesses: - -
10 bracket on the legs. - C. H. Leg,

R ) |

d. The combination of side bars with crossed | M. J. SMOLLEN.
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