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1o all w?imw it may concerm:
~Be 1t known that I, TIMOTHY S. SPERRY, &
citizen of the United States, and a resident of

‘the city of Brooklyn, in the county of Kings

and State of New Ym k, have invented certain

- new and useful Impr ovements in Stair Pads or
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- upon the step, that will form an elastic sap-
port for the carpet, that can haveits elasticity
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Cushions; and I hereby declare the following
to be a full, clear, and exaect description thele-
of, reference bemw had to the accompanying
dmwm%, Whlcn form a part of this specifica-
tion.

My invention is directed $0 the production
of a stair-pad for carpets composed of three
separate and distinet parts—that is to say, a
stiff base part of uniform thickness having one
edge turned over to fit the edge of the step, a
flexible covering secured to the edges of the
base part, and an elastic body of loose mate-
rial interposed between the stiff base and the

flexible covering-—whereby to produce a pad

for stair-carpets that shall have a stiff seating

and proper shape restored when worn down,
and that can be cheaply made as an article of
trade.

In the drawings, I‘ng el 1eplesents in pel
spective my improved stair-pad baving arigid
holding base part and a flexible tread part
bound to the edges of the base part, and Fig.
2 represents in vertical section the pads asap-
plied to two of the stair-steps with and with-

out the carpet over it.

My improved padis made of three independ-

ent and distinet parts, each of which has a dis-

tinet function and purpose, and is so adjusted
to the other that the resulting structure is a
new and more perfect article “than any here-
tofore produced for the purpose. One of these
three parts—the base—forms a stiff seating for
the pad upon the step and serves to retain 1t

in a flat shape, to form a base for another part

of soft or elastic loosely-placed material, and
a cover of flexible material is attached 0 the
base part so as to form a closure to retain the
elastic material to give the proper shape to
the pad and allow of reforming such shape

when worn down, these three 13a1ts being so-

placed and folmed that two of them nnke a
closure for the third part in the production of

a perfect article of trade,

[

The stiff base pfnt b is made of suitable ma-

boards may be conveniently employed, and
one edge of this part is bent or tumed over

with a curve, as at d, to take over the front

edge of the step and to aid in retaining the pad
in p051t10n when placed under the car pet, as
shown at ¢ in Tig. 2. A covering, «, 18 se-
cured to the base pmt so as to form an interior
space over the top surface of the base part, and
it may be of any suitable cloth, netting, or
other material that will form a 31eldmw Sur-
face for the tread. |

The elastic material ¢ is loosely disposed in

be cot
1ngs,
these are disposed in a loose, separate, or dis-
integrated condition, so th‘mt when hardened
by beuw trodden dov. n they can be ‘‘worked”’
or separated again to restore the necessary

softness or elastlclt_y to the pad. The elas-

tic material may be disposed in such manner
that the pad or cushion will be substantially

flat; or it may be disposed so that a thick-

ened. up part, ¢, will be produced near the
middle of the step f, as seen in Fig. 2, and
this I find produces the most S‘Lble‘lCtOly re-

-terial to retainit in the desired flat shape, for
which purpose paper-boards or thin wooden .
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the closure formed by the cover, and it may |
on, hair, granulated cork, chaff, shav-

"'ute Or any convenieng mateuals, and
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sults, as it brings the greatest elasticity to that

pomb at ﬁhleh the foot oenerally bears upon
the pad.
Whentheelastic material becomes deadened

| or trodden down by wear, it is only necessary

to take up the pad, bend it slightly in the di-
rection- of the covering part a, shake it well,
and pick or liven up “the loose material bg‘f

working it in any suitable way aud the elas-

ticity will be restored.

One of the objeetions to stair -pads as hele
tofore made with elastic treads is that they
are liable by continuous use to become dead-
ened or inelastic long before they are worn
out, and it is one of the advantages of my im-
pmvement that by disposing the material
ioosely in the case prepared for it it may be
worked upand its ehstlmty restored from time
to time, as stated.

One convenient method of constl uctmﬂ* my

pad is to take a stiff paper-board, Sh’lpe it at
| the edge to give the curved bend d, sew a cloth
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the middle thickened-up part, and leaving a

-suitable opening to introduce the elastic mate-
rial, and after that is loosely introduced finish

the se“ ing so that the elastic material will be

retained in compact condition within the ecase;
but I do not limit myself to this construction,

as many ways may be employed in making it

without depmtmﬂ* from my invention.

The state of the art shows that stair-pads
have been made of cotton felt of a soft mod-
erately yielding and elastic character, suffi-
ciently rigid and stiff, however, to form a slab
of unequal thick ness and retain its s]mpe and
a ]11)
they have keen made up of a layer of cotton
or other fiber placed between a netting on one
side and a fabrie or cloth on the other side,
and the wholefolded and stitched, and thatsuch
pads have been made of granulated cork and
pulp combined, forming a composite molded
sheet; but my improvement differs from these
things in the particunlars stated, by which the
pad is formed 1nto an elastic case having a
stiff inelastic base or seating, and which gives
the advantage of allowing the pad for med by
sald case to be re-formed W]th a proper shape
and fullness when worn down.

My improvement 1s distinguished from all
other stair-pads in this, that i1t is made'of an
unyielding part, a covering part having a suit-

0 hook ov 61 the edgre of the step; that

having an edge curved-lip bend, d,

363,625

over the edges, allowing sufficient fuliness for | able fullness for forming a case, and a filling 91"
locse elastie material, and that as an elastic

pad its form can be restored atter being worn

case as an entirety to restore the elastic fune-
tion of the loose confined material. These
distinguishing features and their advantages,
so far as I know and can find, are not possible
in pads formed of ‘single sheets of elastic ma-
terial folded or molded.

1 ¢laim—

1. As an improved article of mfmufacture

a stair-pad consisting of a stiff base part, a
covermn case part secured to the edges thereof
and a body of elastic material loosely dlsposed
between the base and the covering part, sub-
stantially as described.

2. A stair-pad consisting of a stiff base part
of uniform thickness, a covering - case part
having asuitable fu]lnﬂss attached to the edges

. of the base, and an interposed body of granu-

lated cork, substantially as described.

3. A stair- pad consisting of a base part of
stiff unyielding material of uniform thickness
a fabric
Cover havmﬂ* 2 fullness sewed to the edﬂ'es of

sald base part, and an interposed body of elastlc
material, snbstantially as deseribed.
| | TIMOTHY S. SPERRY.

Witnesses: |
ATUGURTUS T. GRULETZ,
TALLMADGE V. FOSTER,
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down by merely shaking and loosening up the
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