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o a,ZZ whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, EDwWIN J. FLETCHER, of
the city and county of New York, in the State

of New York haveinvented a cer taln new and |

s useful Improvement in Show-Cases, of Wthh
the following 18 a specification.

" The improvement applies to the entire class
of show-cases which are mounted on counters
or placed in windows so that they shall have

10 greater lateral dimensions than their height.
1t has long been recognized as desirable to

- mount within such show-case, at the back,
- shelves extfending longitudinally along, the

- uppermost being narrow and the lower ex-
15 tending perhaps half-way to the front of the
show-case. On looking at such show - case
from the front, at the angle generally pre-
sented, the customer sees nearly or (uite all

- the articles on the bottom, and also all on both
20 shelves; but the view he ﬂ*ets on the back of
-~ the lower shelf and on the lower part of the
bottom is imperfect. When the customer leans

over the show-caseand looks down, the shelves

seriously obstruet the full mspectlon oi cer-
- 23 tain portions. I have devised a construction
~ whiech realizes all the advantages and makes
it possible with little trouble to exhibit all the
parts separately. Instead of shelves, I pro-
vide, either removable or as fixtures, a series
30 of brackets adapted to support removable
" trays which, when in place, correspond in po-
sition to the shelves referred to. The show-
case being opened in the usual manner by let-
ting down the back, my trays can be drawn

35 out—the upper one drawn out to exhibit all
the articles on the fray next below, or both
the upper and middle drawn out to exhibit all

on the bottom. Itis convenient, also, to make

- the bottom in the form of removable trays;
40 but this I donot esteem essential. My experi-
ments indicate that the appearance of the work
when properly constructed is highly attractive.
The trays should be all alike and the spaces
between the brackets equal, so that they may

45 be changed in position withoutinvolving diffi-

culty; but this isnotessential. The tra,ys may

be marked or may come to be known by the

- goods on them, so that a salesman will never

malke a mistake in returning them to their
50 correct positions after removal.

The aceompanyuw drawmn's form a ]_nrt of

| transverse Sectlon
tion of a pmtlon

‘In vertical section. Fig.
above.

‘hingesd and proper fastening means,d’.

| this specification, and xepmsent what I con-

sider the best means of carrymn* out the in-

vention. -
Figure 1 18 a front elewabwn

rear view with the doors removed. Fzg 3isa

The remaining figures
IFig. 4 1s a side eleva-

One ot the trays is shown

5 1s a view from 6o

I'ig, 6 1s a rear elevation correspond-

ing to Kig. 4. Fig. 7 is on a still larger scale.

are on a larger seale.

It is a vertical section through one of the arms

and a portion of a tray. Fig. 8 is a vertical

transverse section showing a modlﬁcamon 65

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in all the ﬁﬂ'ures where they
oceur. -

A is the show-case, eeltam portlons bemg |
designated, when necessary, by additional 75
mmks as A/, - |

B B are the doors at the back connected by
These’
paats may be of any ordmary or approved

construction, and need not be particalarly de- 75

secribed. T plefer that the frame shall be of
metal and that the glass shall be plate- glass, 1n
large pieces. The t0p and front may be in a
single plate, bent as shown. The interior of

'the show-caseisdivided into sections, or rather 80

into several lengths. I have indicated three;
but the number may be greater, or two may
serve, there being a cor IGSI)OI]dlllﬂ‘ number of
separately-hinged doors at the back. A ver-
tical bar, A’, forms a portion of the perma- 85
nent; flammﬂ' at the joint bet“ cen each two
adjacent doors

D’ D* D? are horizontal bars, formed in one
with an upright, D, of iron, steel or other
suitable material.

fixed bar A’. It is provided with suafficient
side extensions or feet at the bottom, as indi-
cated by D?* to enableit to stand alone. Such

‘a use allows the removing of these lmportanb 93

pieces to facilitate dusting or repairs; but I
prefer ordinarily to secure the uprights D
firmly by screws L, inserted through the up-
rights A’, or by other efficient means, so that

the uplwhts D and their horizontal arms are Iolvc-

rigidly held in position in.the show-case.
On each arm D" D* D* i8 fixed a narrow

Fig. 2 is 2 a 55

An upllght D, 1s placed go.
in the show-case 1mmedlate1y in fr ont of each




. .of the arms are presented to form efficient |
o osupports: for the ends of the trays G.  On |
. these trays are placed the samples of jewelry
..or .other articles to be exhibited.  When in |
position, the trays appear as shelves, each be- |
- 1ng apparently continuous from one end to:|

parting strip or guide, d' & d.
experiments made these of hard wood eovered |
with silk-plush.: These are narrower than the |
‘main portions of the arms,
serewed or otherwise secured, so that the edges:

9 363,621

. the other of the show-case, except for the nar-
.row lines of division presented by the part-

-~ ing-strips.
oIy

20

*:the next tray are mor

extent.

which it is rested.

- celve a stronger light; but the arrangement of

40

“ing from the principic or

 the trays, the uppelmost being narrowerthan
‘the next, allows all the goods Shown on allthe

trays to be seen when viewed at the ordinary
rmgl&.

Modifications may be made without depart-
sacrificing the ad-
vantages of the invention. The show - case
may be divided 1nto a greater or less number
of lengths by the employment of a greater or
less number of the uprights D and theirarms.

- There may be only two arms, D’ D? or there

45

50

may be four or more 1f the show-case is of

sufficient vertical dimensions to make such ex-

pedient. - The arms D’ D? &e., may be of some-

what less length than the width of the trays

which they are to support.

Parts of the invention may be used without
the whole. 1 can support the front end of
each arm by a post of the same or other ma-
terial standing uunder it; or such pieces or
equivalent uprights may be widened, so as to
form a partition extending from the front line
of the tray back to the rear of the show-case;
but I esteem such objectionable, not only by
interrupting the view whenseen obliquely, bat
also by excluding light, which 1n many situa-

60 tioms is highly important.

I have inmy |

on which they are

+at the back.
It will be understood that thereis |
a corresponding upright, D, with its arms D"
. D? D"at each end of the show-case.
- Ing-strip on this need not be in the middle: |
++ 'The uprights I are narrower:than the arms:|
. DYy &e. The spacesdat the sidesof D, in rear:|
ofthe edgesof thearms D" D? D?, form recesses. |
- Bach tray G 1s formed with a projection, g, |
extending downward a little at the back to |
- form a stop. by engaging 1n a correspondmw-
.reeess -when the tmy 18, pushed i tothe proper |
The lower arm, D’ extends nearly .
across the whole width of the show-case.
. To remove a tray the ecorresponding door
~is opened _and the: tray moved. rearward by
~sliding:on the edges of the arms D" or D? on |
~“When the: top tray is
-~ thus removed, the goods on the back edge of |
¢ fally exposed and re-

Thepart-

ings, or of any other strong material.

sirable to open the ease from the front.
.to a counter show-case..

It may, with proper

Show case of whatever name.
1 chlm as my invention— = '

1. In a show-case, the uprwhts D, situated
| mthm the caseab therear portion thereof,and -
“having arms D' D? extending outward there-
from, in combination with the trays (G, sup-
por ted by and arranged to sllde on smd arms:
i D’ D?, as herein Speelﬂed S '
2. Inashow-case, the uplwhts ] mtnatedi SRS
~within: the case at the rear 1)01*13101‘1 thereof,
“having arms D’ D?of different lengths,extend-
Jing forward therefrom, and provided with re-
cesses d, In combination with trays (G, having

stops ¢, as herein specified.

3. In a show-case, the uprights D, situated
within the case at the rear portion thereof,
having feet DYand arms D', D? and D? formed
thel"ewwh S'Ild arms being prowded v; ith re-
cesses d, 1n combination with the trays z, hav-

1ng StOpS g, supported by and arranged to slide

on said arms D', D% and D, as herein specified.
4, The show-case described divided into
lengths, the doors B for each one of the lengths,
the uprights A’ between the doors, the up-
rights D, situated within the case, at the rear
portion thereof,adjacent to-and in front of the
uprights A’, and having arms D', D? and D’
and the trays G, resting upon and sliding on
the sald arms D', D% and D7 all combined and
arranged for the purposes herein specified.
Intestimony whereof 1 have hereunto set my
hand, at New York city, New York, this 29th
day of December, 1886, 1n the presence of two
subscribing nltneS%eS
| EDWIN J. FLETCHER.
Wifnesses: |
M. IF. BOYLE,
H. A. JOONSTONE.

If the uprights A’ are sufficiently stout, the :
uprights 1) may be dispensed with, and the
arms D’ D*D? may be supported by bolting or
“otherwise fixing the arms dlrectly on A"
8 shows such a modification. |

1 have in my experiments. made the partsf
DD’ D*D? of cast-iron; but this may be varied.
L propose to make them of i iron or steel forg-
I ’ca—n. .
nicely finish and nickel or otherwise coatthem:..

I‘lg

70
It 18 nob necessary to the realization of some
| of the advantages that theshow-caseshall open
~In some situations 1t is desirable -
to place two show-cases with their backs to-
~gether, and under such conditions, and per- 7
“haps in various other situations, it may bede-
~Tecéan
remove the trays from eitherthe front or back.: =
I have represented the inventionasapplied . -
changesinthe proportions,be correspondingly
ﬁ,pplied to a wall show-case or t@ *my Style Of? |
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