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To all whonmv Tt maiy conceri:

Be it known that I, SAMUEL NXETF, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at the city
of Oshkosh, in the county of XVnmeb‘wo and

State of EVlseonsm have invented a new and

useful Wr ecking- l\hchme of which the follow-

ing is afull descr ‘iption.

My invention is to be fastenod to and used

in combination with a floating barge; and the
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- thelength of barge.
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object of my 1nvention 18 to fasten the barge
to the bottom of a river,lake, or bodyof water,
so that, power can be applied from the barge to
pull a wrecked ship off from shore. I attain
this object by the mechanism illustrated in
the accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure. 118 a rear or stern view; Ifig. 2, a
side view, and Fig. 3 a top view.

Similar letters refer tosimilar partsthr outrh

out the several views.
A is the barge, to both sides of which the

wooden legs B, C, D, and E are attached by

bolts at one end of each, allowing the other
end to be raised or lowered. The legs turn
upon the bolts, which are very heavy and are

fastened very strongly through the end of each

leg to the side of the barge, the ends of said
]ews bemo* rounded and ]bell]ﬂ‘lll rounded re-
cesses ¢ in the side of the bar oe.

down the side of the boat, so that when raised
alongside said legs are parallel and on a plane
with each other, so that when the barge is

moved they do not impede its motion to any

great extent. The legs are a proportionate

'(hstfmce from each other, made of hard wood,
and may be of any ]emth 1n proportion to Sl?e-

of barge and depth of water—should be about
The number of legs may
vary according’tothesize of the barge and the
requirements of the machine. In ordinary

machines four legs on each side are sufficient.

These legs B, C, D, and I are raised and low-
ered by means of the iron chains L I L I, Fig.
2 working through ordinary sheaves or pul
1e_1;fs S S5 S and around ordinary capstans H,
H H H, to Which hand-power 18 applied.
I'F T, Figs. 1 and 2, are shoes attached to

the lower end of the ]e s to prevent them from

sinking too deeply into sandy or muddy bot-

s0 tom.

K K, Fig. 1, are Cross or S"[‘Iy chftms al-

tached from each leg to the opposite side of !/

| Hach leg
toward the bow of the boat 1s bolted lower

the barge (running around and under bottom
of barge) to keep the le gs from swinging side-
wise or spreading.

I is anordinary be'ml used by dropping, to
first stop the barge before lowelmn the legs.
This beam is used to stop the bow ofthe barge,
and then the stern isswung in direct line w 1tl:1
the wreck Dbefore the legs are lowered. The

beam also alds in holdmﬂ'the boat andisr *’qued

by means of the (,hmn P.
J, Iigs. 2 and 3, is an 01(:111*1113 tow-post
used to attaeh the bargetoa tug-boat by means

of a tow-rope, in order to tow the barge from

one place to another.
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G GG G, Figs. 2 and 3, are bits or cleats to

which ropes and blocks or pulleys are fastened
in order to pull off a wrecked ship.
‘The dotted lines, Fig. 2, show the position

| of the legs when raised ‘1101‘.10'31(13 of the barge,

S0 the bmge can then be’ e&sﬂy moved from
place to place. The legs being fastencd at

one eud to the barge, 1t is easier and’ requires

less power to raise the other end alongside
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th’m to raise the whole leg in the manner of

raising the beam I.

The wreck is intended to be to the left and
astern of the barge, Fig. 2, and in a direct
line with theline of the bfu oe,
lowered to-the bottom of river, lake, or ocmu

if a proper depth of water is sdeeted, are at

an acute angle with the bottom of the barge
toward the “stern and wreek, as indicated in
Fig. 2. This will tend to mmestlonply fasten
the barge, because the force-applied from the

1 stern to the tackle attached to cleats G G G for

the purpose of pulling off the wreck will have
a tendency toembed the legs more deeply into

the bottom, and not be as hable to drag the

barge or break the legs as if they were at 11ght
angles with the boab similar to the beam T,
rmd more force can be so applied WIthout
breaking the len*:a or dmn‘n*mg the barge than
if said ]eu*s were at right angles.

The lower ends of the len*s and Deam are
covered with iron and made ‘sharp, thereby
adapting the machine to stony bottoms.

The 190‘5 being on both sides of the barge, it
18 1n1p0881ble for it to swing around, and t]1e1e
being the same number of leﬂs on each side, 1t
is not necessary to have the bfuo'e. exactly in
a direct line with the wreck.

The legs,working and turning iii recesses o,

The legs, when 80 - |
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asshowninFig.2,haveatendencytostrengthen |  What I claim as my invention, and desire
the machine and strengthen the fastening of | to secure by Letters Patent, 1s— -

the legs, because when the machineis at work’| In a wrecking - machine, the combination,
and the force applied to pull off a wreck the | with a barge, of a series of legs pivotally -113

¢ head of each leg rests againstthe timber of the | tached to the sides thereof, each leg toward 20

recesses «’, thereby relieving the strain upon | the bow of the barge being zlttached lower
the bolt. When the pressure is removed,the | down than the adjacent leg, shoes I' on said
legs turn easily on the bolts, allowing them to legs, chains connected with the free ends of
be raised or lowered, as aforesa,ld More force the ]en*s sheaves over which §aid chains pass,

10 can be applied to Lhe legs working in ‘‘hollow ! and capstqus A, substantially as set torth.
corns’’ than if they were simply belted | '

After the beam is raised the legs, being | SAMUEL NEIF.
at an acute angle toward the stern, are casily KV1tnesseS . |
pulled out of mud bottom by simply towing | - JaMmEs H. MERRILL

15 the barge. Therefore, | CHARLES BARBER.
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