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- sists of three main parts, a pivoted cross-piece
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perspective view of the holder when applied
to an open book. | '

At the rear end of the sliding bar A is a sec-

~asshown in Fig.1. Thebar A therefore forms
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Lo all whom it may concern: B

Be 1t known that I, BAstr, ROBERT Kixa, a
citizen of the United
Ington, in the coun bty of Washington and State-
of Pennsylvania, have invented a new and
uselul Book-Holder, of which the following is
a Specification. o :

My invention relates to an imstrument, for
holding a book open when placed on a music
or other book rack. |

‘The objects of my invention are, first, to !
hold the book squarely open before the eyes
of the player; second, to prevent the covering
of any part of the printed page by the holder;
third, to obtain an instrument that will apply
to any sized book; fourth, to make such an
instrument to fit the book when opened in any
part whatever; and, fifth, to hold the book so ;
that the light may shine on the page from the
side. I attain these objects by the mechanism
illustrated in the accompanying drawings, in
which

Figure 1 represents the instrument viewed
from the upper side. Fig. 2 represents the
instrument viewed from the back side. Tig.
S 18 a side view of the brace F. and Fig. 4 is |
a side view of the catch-spring O. Tig. 5 is a

Like symbolsof referenceindicate like parts
in each. | |
The holder is designed to be appiled to the
top of the book, as shown in Fig. 5, and con-

which engages the back of the book, a second
cross-piece which holds the pringed pages of
the book,and a bar conneectin g the eross-pieces,
which are arranged thereon so as to be sepa-
rable, for the purpose of ad justing the holder
to books of different sizes. |
Inthe drawings, Brepresents the front eross--
piece. In the middle it is provided with a
transverse groove, which is covered by a metal
plate, B, thus forming a passage or hole, in !
which is fitted a bar, A. This bar therefore
extends transversely to the cross-piece B, and
Ismovablelengthwise through thehole therein.

ond cross-piece, C, which is secured to the bar
by a vertieal pivot, I, whereon it can be turned,

Stabes, residing at Wash- |

‘within

causes them when bearing against

h—

the frame which connects the Cross-pieces B
and C,. |
H H are fingers or props, which project
vertically from the under side of the sSwinging
cross-plece O, and F F are fingers which pro-
Jeet from the under side of the longer cross-
biece, B. The extremities of the fingers I F

are reflexed toward the fingers H, and are

tipped with projecting rubber plugs G, which
are suibably set in recesses in the fingers.

i
holder to an open book. The cross-piece O is
placed so that the fingers Hshall project down-
ward outside the flexible part of the bock-cover
at the back of the book, and that the fingers
I shall project downward in front of the
printed pages.
moved toward each other into contact with the
back and front of the book, and in so doing
the pivoted crosspiece C will automatically
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g. o 1llustrates the application of the

The parts B and C are then

7

adjust itself at the proper angle to the bar A .

to conform to the position of the back of the
book, so that the holder will operale as well
when the book is open near the beginning
end as when it is open at the middle. This is
an_important feature of my invention.  In
order to hold the parts when thus set and to
keep the book open at the desired place, I
employ the locking device shown in Ifigs. 1

and 4. The upper side of the sliding bar A
1s provided with ratchet teeth or notches,and

or-
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on the upper side of the cross-piece B is a ver-

tical open case, X, wherein is pivoted a pawl
or dog, D, the lower end of which rests on the
surface of the bar A. A coiled spring, O,
the case II bears on the dog and tends
to press its lower end against the bar. When
thus arranged, the dog D permits free move-
ment of the parts to bring the cross-pieces B
and C together; but the engagement of the
dog with the ratchet-teeth prevents their sepa-
ration, unless the upper end of the dog be
pressed by the finger to disengage its lower
end therefrom. This forms a convenient and

automatically-acting lock, though the other
devices—such as binding-screws,
substituted.

The backward curve of the fingers I’ I
the page of 100
of the page
the book, so

the book to keep the outer parts
farther back than the middle of
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that the
. the side.
- The advantages of my improvement are 1ts:
- simplieity, its easy adjustment, and its cheap-
5 Ness. | -

I claim as my invention— | |

- 1. In a book-holder, the combination, with
a fastening which bears against the face of
an open book, of a swinging bar bearing
to against the back of the book, said fastening
- and swinging bar being connected, substan-

tially as and for the purposes-deseribed.

2. In a book-holder, the combination, with
‘the cross-piece B, arranged to bearon the front j

of an open book, of the cross-piece C, and the
transversely-sliding bar A, to which sald eross-
piece C is secured, substantially asand for the
purposes described. B - -
3. In a book-holder, the combination, with
the cross-piece B, arranged tobear on the front
of an open book, of therear cross-piece, C, the
transversely -sliding bar A, to which said
cross-piece C is secured, and a lock for con-_
necting the parts A and B, substantially as
and for the purposes described. - '
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- 4, Ina book-holder, the combination, with
the cross-piece B, arranged to bear on the front
of an open book, of the rear cross-piece, C, the
~ transversely - sliding bar A, to which said

»0 cross-piece C is secured, said bar A having |

light may fall upon the page from |

the transversely-sliding
‘cross-piece C.is secured,
for the purposes deseribed.

ratehet-teeth, and a spring-dog mounted on
the crogs-piece B and engaging the ratchet-
teeth, substantially as and for the purposes
described. ’ - |
"~ 5. In a book-holder, the combination, with
the cross-piece B, having projecting fingers
arranged to bear on the frontol anopen book,
of the rear cross-piece, C, having projecting
fingers, and the transversely-sliding bar A, to
which said cross-piece C is secured, substan-
tially as and for the purposes described.
6. In a book-holder, the combination, with
the cross-piece B, arranged to bear on the front
of an open book, and having projecting re-
flexed fingers, of the rear cross-piece, C, and
bar A, to which said
substantially as and
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7. In a book-holder, the combination, with
a fastening which bears against the face of 50
an open book, of a Swinging bar ‘bearing
against the back of the book and having pro-
jecting fingers, said fastening and swinging
bar being connected, substantially as and for

| the purposes described.

BASIL ROBERT KING.

| Witnesses:
- D. J. MCADAM,
J. D. JACK.
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