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To all whom it may concerr:

Be it known that I, WILLIAM J. HAMMER,
of Cherry Grove, in the county of Hamilton
and State of Ohio, have invented a new and
useful Improvement in Musie and Book Hold-
ers, which improvement is fully set forth in
the following specification and accompanying
drawings, in which— - |
- Figure 1 is a perspectwe view of my 1m-
proved music and book holder, and Fig. 2 is
a perspective view of one member of the de-
vice detached. |

This invention relates to an improvement in
music and book holders, consisting of segment-
al-shaped metal clasps havmg forwardly
projecting wire arms hinged to a common
transverse piece, around which 1s wrapped a
spring, the opposite ends of which connect
with the forwardly-projecting handles of the
arms, and also in protecting the clasps and
one 0f the handles with tabular rubber, so that
the books are protected from weéar and tear

by the use of the device, all of which will now |

be fully set forth.

In the accompanymw drawings; A 1epre
sents a. pair- ol concave segmenml clasps or
holders, and so disposed that the ends B come
in contact with each other. Near the center
of each of these pieces I provide forwardly-
projecting arms G, the said arms bent at right
angles D, a short distance from the holders A,
toward a central transverse piece, L, makmﬂ
nearly two complete cireles, I, arouud ths
central transverse piece, thence forward out-
wardly, with the sides (+ nearly parallel with

‘the sides D to about the same length, thence

again forwardly at right angles, as Shown at
H, and thence across the front part of the de-
VIG&_, as shown at I, forming handles.

Kig. 2 replesents one of the members with
the holder A detached from the device. This
part (shown 1n Fig. 2) represents one-half of
the device, and 1s simply a duplicate of the
upper part, except that the upper arms that
clasp the rod B are made somewhat narrower,
in order to be accommodated upon the said
transverse piece L.

Around the transverse piece E, I provide a
spiral-wire spring, J, with one of ‘the ends, K,
projecting rear wardly and connected to a 100p,
L, centrally in the handle of the part I, while

‘the other end, M, extends rearwardly and is
connected to the loop N of the other handle, |

This coiled-wire spring and ends Xand M are

at a tension, so as to deflect or spread apart

them will be held rigidly in position.

thé ends I from each other. This bring’s the
ends B of the two holders A in close contact,
so that a book or magazine placed between

By

simply pressing the parts I of the handles to- 60

gether the jaws or holders A may be opened
for the insertion of the book, as desired, and

| by releasing the hold upon the handles the
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spring J will secure the book in position.
Upon the ends B of the upper holder, A, I

provide rubber tubing O, while the lower

holder is entirely incased within the said rub-
ber tubing, as well as the lower part of the
handle, as shown in Fig. 1. Thus the book
within the holder is prevented from becoming
torn or defaced, while the part of the holder
that rests upcm the desk or table 18 also pro-
tected from scratches by the corresponding
rubber tube upon it.

I am aware that spring-actuated devices and
page-holding arms having rubber or other
pads on the under surface have been used be-
fore for holding a book open.

Having described my invention,what I claim
as new 18—

1. In a book-holder, a palr of concave Seg
mental clasps or holders, A,coming in contact
at their ends B, said ends b'eing provided with

rubber. tubing O, combined with a pair of

spring-actuated and forwardly-projecting han-

dles, substantially as described. '
2. The combination of the holders A, hav-

ing forwardly-projecting arms C and H, pro-

vided with angled sides G and D, and loops

I, bent so as to encircle and be hmn"ed on a
central transverse piecehavinga spir al spring,
J, 80 disposed as to spread apart the forward

ends of the handles, . substa,utmlly as helem
set forth.

3. The combination of the w1red seﬂ*mental

holders A the arms C, connected the1 eto and

e‘ztendmﬂ* to form the angled sides G and D
and handles I, and pmwded with the loops
K, L, and N, and the springs J, upon the rod

| D the ends of which extend to and act upon

said handles, the whole constructed and com-
bined Substantmlly as and for the purposes set
forth,

In testnmony that T claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand this 27th day of
April 1886, in the presence of witnesses.

WILLIAM J. HAMMER.
Witnesses: |

W.0.J OHNSON,
J. B, JOHNSON.
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