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To all whom t& may concerw:

Be 1t known that I, GEORGE W. ZEIGLER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Wash-
ington, in the District of Colambia, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
1n PPortable and Adjustable Tables or Desks;
and I do hereby declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact deseription of the inven-
tion, such as will enable others skilled in the

art towhich it appertains to make and use the
same.

This invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in portable and adjusta-
bletablesor desks; andit consists,substantially,

in the parts as constructed and in such pecu-

ltar arrangement and combinations of parts as
willl lereinafter be more particularly de-
scribed, and pointed out in the claims.

The invention has for ifs object to provide a
table or desk which shall be capable of ready
adjustment to any inclination desired, and be
thereby securely maintained or held.

Fuarther, the invention has for its object to
supply a table or desk which can be taken en-
tirely apart for portability or shipment; and,
finally, the invention has such other objects in

- view aswillmore fully appear from the descrip-
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tion hereinafter following, when taken in con-
nection with the accompanying sheets of draw-
1ngs, wherein—

Ifigure 1 represents a side view of a table or
desk embodying the principle of my inven
tion, and Ifig. 2 is a longitudinal sectional ele-
vation thercof on the line x z. Ifig. 3 18 a
detaill view, partly insection, to more clearly
1ndicate the construction of the socket which
holds the beam and the legs or supports for
the table or desk. Ifig. 3*1s atransverse sec-
tional view of IFig. 2 on the line y ¢, showing

the table-top or desk as being ineclined or

brought to an adjusted position. Fig. 4 is a
top plan view of my invention with the top of
the table or desk removed. If1g. b represents
1n perspective a view of one of the side plates
for effecting the adjustment of the table-top or
desk. Iig., 61s a top or plan view of one of
the leg and beam sockets. Fig. 7isa view 1n
detail of the binding cam or eccentrie, and Fig.
818 a view 1n detail showing the manner of
constructing the ends of the cross-beam for

| ing-plates and for the 10061)L1011 of the ribs of

the sockets in which it is held.

Before proceeding with a more full deserip-
tion I desire to state that T am aware that ta-
bles or desks have been heretofore invented
havinglike objects as the present; but the con-

struction and arrancement of parts of all

former inventions of the kind with which Tam
conversant is thought to be substantially dif-
ferent from such as are herein resorted to.
Reference being had to the several parts by
the letters marked thereon, A represents the
adjustable top of the table or desk, and B B
the supporting-legs therefor. Thesesupport-
ing-legs are bI‘OUﬁht together at their upper
emlq ‘m(l held bv 3! nmll@able iron clamp, C,
having sockets « « for their reception. The
Sf)cl-..ets a ¢ are united by a rib, b, and Inter-
mediate thereof the clamp is for med with two
upright portions, ¢ ¢, having their opposite

edges preferably %hwhtly 1}eveled and form-

ing between them a vertical IECGbS or cavity,
d, deswned for the reception of the end of
the bean which unites or connects the two
pairs of legs or Supports. Projecting out-
ward from the bottom of the recess ol each
clamp Cis a pin, ¢, that forms the pivotal sup-
port for the adjusting-plates 1, and which
also acts as an auxiliary to the operation of
the binding cam or ecccentrie, hercinalter re-
ferred to. *
The adjusting-plates D at each end of the
table or top are numerously. perforated, as
shown, for the purposc of lightness, and they
are each formed with inwardly-extending cogs
or teeth £, arranged 1n the arc of a circle, and
forming between them wedge-shaped notches

for the reception of the correspondingly-

shaped tooth ¢ formed in each end of the
cross-beam K. The said plates D are formed
with perforated ledges 7, designed to support

and hold the top of the table or desk by the

insertion of serews, as shown, and these plates
are also formed at their lower ends with ver-
tieal slots 4, by which they arc fitted movably
upon the pins e of the clamps C. Stopsyare
also formed therewith for limiting the move-
ment too far in one direction of the binding-
cani., These binding-cams G are eccentric-
shaped and are pivoted to the outer sides of

fitting within the notches of the side adjust- | the plates D, and they are for the purpose of

U
T

T | ill I-||-I|'J||j p

75

0O

05

10D




e - 362,916

~ being moved around and tightened upon the

IO

in place. -

- provided curved arms or supports H, having
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~ slots ¢ of the adjusting-plates D will passdown
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- position the top of the table or desk is brought

50

‘the said cams are loose.

‘with grooves k&, which receive the two verti-

as at [, and they support between them piv-

-each end of their case a pintle or lug, m, re-
~ceived by or into the notches 1.

- tain their proper position, due to the manner
~of their support.

the direction indicated by the arrow they will

pins ¢ of the clamps C in such manner that
when the top A has been adjusted to the po- |
sition desired it may be drawn down tightly
in place upon the beam E. Stopsnare formed -
therewith, which rest against the stops j when

The beam Ii remainsstationary in practice,
and is formed ab opposite sides near each end

cal portionsof the clamp C,and is thereby held
To oneside of the top A, ateach end, I have
their upper extremities hooked or notched,

otally a set of drawers, I, having secured to

1t 1s obvious
that at whatever position the table may be ad-

Justed these drawers will always seek or main-

The operation of my invention is as follows:
The pairs of legs having been foreed into their
sockets, they are arranged the proper distance
apart, and the beam E is then forced down
into the cavity or recess d, with the upright
portions ¢ ¢ of the clamps fitting tightly in the
grooves k k thereof. The top A isthen placed
down over the beam in such manner as that the

over the pins ¢, projecting outwardly from the
leg-clamps. Ifitisdesirabletohavethetopina
perfectly-horizontal position the central wedge-
shaped notches, f, of the plates D are made to
fit over the corresponding teeth, ¢, formed at
the ends of the beam E. If, however, anincli-
nation of the top A is desired, it is simply
necessary to lift it free of the teeth ¢ and bring
the plates D around to the notches f thereof
that correspond to the position sought. When
the proper adjustment is had, and for the pur-
pose of-securing the top A tightly to its posi-
tion, by turning the eccentric cams around in

draw upon the pins e, and thus tightly bind
the plates D upon the beam. At whatever

the drawers I will always conform thereto and

‘malntain their proper position. I

In an application filed of even date here-
with, Serial No. 226,442, I have set forth and
claimed the construction of the clamps for the
reception of the supporting-legsof the desk or 55
table, together with the manner of forming the

clamps by which to adapt them for the recep-

tion of the connecting-beam; hence it will be

understood that I lay no claim herein to such

features, except in so far as they are combined 60
with the other features of my present inven-
tion. . | S

Having thus described myinvention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— = | | 65
- 1. Ina portable table or desk, the combina-
tion of clamps uniting the supporting-legs,

having a recess for the reception of a beam, a

beam fitting such recesses between the legsand
formed with a tooth at each end, and a table 7o
or desk adjustably supported on this beam by
means of plates D, having notches fitting the -
teeth of said beam, substantially as shown and
described. T |

2. In a portable table or desk, the combina- 75
tion, with the supporting-legs, of the clamps
C, constructed of the sockets ¢ a, connecting-
rib b, and vertical portionse ¢, having their
opposite edges beveled and forming a central

cavity or recess, substantially as deseribed 8o

3. In a portable tabie or desk, the combina-
tion, with the supporting-legs and the clamps

uniting the same, having pins e, of the beam

fitting between the clamps, having a tooth at

each end, the adjusting-plates formed with 85

notches arranged in the arc of a circle to fit
these teeth and having slots 4 fitting upon the
pins of the clamps, substantially as deseribed.

4. In a portable table or desk, the combina-

tion, with the clamps C, having pins ¢, and the go |

adjusting-plates and top, of theeccentric cams
G, pivoted to the outer sides of the plates and
surrounding the pins ¢, the same adapted to
be turned to bind against said pins, substan-

tially as and for the purpose described. 05

- In testimony whereof L affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

GEORGE W. ZREIGLER.

Witnesses: | B
- 5. BEVERETT KLLIS, -
CURTIS LAMMOND.,
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