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UNITED STATES PAaTENT OFFICE.

GILMAN P. WOODWORTH, OF COLFAX, TOWA.

CARPET-STRETCHER.

SPECIFPICATION forming part of Lietters Patent No, 362,863, dated May 10, 1887,

Applieation filed Jannary 7, 1387, Serial No, 923,G80.

{No model.)

To all whom ¢ muay concerm:

Beitknownthat I, GIr.aAN . WOODWORTH,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Col-
fax, in the county of Jasper and State of Lowa,
have invented a new and useful Improvement
in Carpet Stretchers, of which the following
is 80 full, clear, and exact a description as will
enable others skilled in the art to which my
1invention appertains to makeaud usethesame,
reference being had to the accompanying draw-
1ngs, in which— |

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
proved ecarpet-stretcher. Fig. 218 a top plan
view of the same., Fig. 3 1s also a top plan
view, showing a slight change in the construe-
tion of the braces in the drawings. Iig. 4 1s

a longitudinal sectional view of a modification
ol the invention.

The head A, having the teeth «, 18 provided
with the mortise «', into which fits the portion b
of the handle. This handled is provided with
two perforations, 0", into which fit the braces
c. lach brace ¢ 18 provided with hooks at
each end, one of which engages with the han-
(le, while the other engages with the perfora-
tion ¢’ in the head A. The handle, which is
made in two sections, b and d, 18 provided with

perforations which extend through both see-

tions of the handle. Section d of the handle
18 provided with a cross-piece, D, at 1tg outer
free end. The piece hH may be provided with
notches ', and the other section, d, may be pro-
vided with a bolt, e, which has two enlarged
heads, ¢ ¢, as shown in Fig. 4. In this con-
struction it will not be necessary to remove
the pin ¢ to adjust the carpet-stretcher to dif-
ferent lengths, but the bolt may be lifted 1in
and out of the notches ¢ without removing
the pin. The heads ¢’ ¢’ will serve to hold the
side pieces, d° d°, of the section 6 snugly up
against that portion of the handle d which 1s
held between the bifurcated ends & d° of the
seetion b.

In Fig. 3 I show the braces ¢ ¢ as provided
with loops. ¢® ¢ are in turn each provided
with a link or hook, ¢’, which is adapted to
hold them together. In this instance the
hooks ¢* ¢* on the lower free end of the braces
¢ ¢ will bend 1n toward the center of the head
A, and the hook ¢ prevents the braces ¢ ¢from
being moved outward and becoming disen-
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gaged with the head, as would be the case 1f
they were not fastened together. In some 1n-
stances it is found desirable to hold the braces
in place, and this link 3, when employed 1n
connection with the inwardly-projecting hooks
¢t ¢!, admirably effects this purpose.

While [ do not wish to be understood as lim-
iting myself to the exact construction shown,
I desire to say that the forms hereinabove re-
ferred to are the best and most practical forms
of constructing my device.

The operation of my device is as follows:
When it is desired to streteh a carpet, place
the carpet-streteher across the room and place
the cross-piece D upon one edge of the carpet,
which edgoe has been nailed down to the floor
at that side of the room. Then adjust the

carpet-stretecher to the approximate width or

length of the room, and raise the center por-
tion and sccure pivotally together, by use of a
cross-pin, and press the center down until the
carpet is stretched across the room, as it will
be by the engagement of the hooks a « with
the carpet as the head A is forced away from
the cross-piece D. The carpet is then tacked
in the desired position, and the process re-
peated. When the process of stretching toe
carpet and fastening it down is completed, the
carpet-stretcher may be readily taken apart,
as the braces ¢ slip loosely into the perforation
in the head, and are pivotally secured to the
handle at o/, while the lower end of the section
b of the handle slips loosely into the mortise
in the head, and is only held by {rictional con-
tact and by the braces e, When the braces ¢
are removed, the handle readily slips out of
the head A.

I am aware that it is old to construct a car-
pet-stretcher with a ratechet and pawl and a
lever pivoted to the head of the streteher, said
head being pivotally secured to the stretcher
in such a manner that it may be turned on its
pivotal point, and I therefore disclaim such
construetion, as in my device the head 18 not
pivoted.

Having now described my invention, what
I wish to secure by Letters Patent, and what
I therefore elaim, 15—

1. Ina carpet-streteher, the handle made in

sections and provided with means for secur-
ing the sections pivotally together in any de-
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sired adjusted position, in combination with | tion with the braces ¢ ¢, pivoted to the handle -
the head, the pivotal braces, and the link for | and fitting loosely within the removable head,
securing the braces in position when in en- | which is provided with the hooks for engage- 15
- gagement with the handle and the head, sub- | ment with the carpet, substantially as and for
5 Stantially as described. | | the purposes specified. o
- 2. In a carpet-stretcher of the character de- | Intestimony whereof I hereunto set my hand
Seribed, a bifurcated main portion, a handle | in the presence of two subseribing witnesses.

having a removable head secured thereto and | -
a_-secoﬁdary separate portion which is adapted GILMA,I\ P WOODWORTH.

to to fit between the bifurcated main portion, and Witnesses: _
means for pivotally securing the two together - J. M. STAYNER,
in any desired adjusted position, in combina- ! . SIDNEY WILLIAMS,
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