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Appleation filed Februavy 1, 1887,

Scrial No. 225,265, (No model.)

Lo all whom tt may concern:

Be 16 known that I, CHARLES KERRISON,
Jr., of Charleston, in the county of Charleston
and State of South Carolina, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in Nails
and Spikes; and I do hereby declare the fol-
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact deseription
of the invention, such as will enable others
skilled in theart to which it appertainstomake
and use the same. |

My invention relates to an improvement in
nails and spikes.

Hithertd' nails and spikes have been pro-

f
!

point for the purpose of deflecting its course
in driving, thereby rendering its position se-
cure and less liableto be removed either acei-
dentally or purposely; but some objection has
arisen to this construction, beeause there is no
means for limiting or entirely preventing the
detflection of the nail or spike, or, in other
words, for driving it straight. |

Theobject of my present invention is to pro-
vide a cut nail or spike which may be driven
cither straight or crooked into place, as de-
sired.

A further object is to provide an inexpen-
sive nail or spike of such similar construction
to the nails and spikes in ordinary use that it
may be formed from them with but little
change, and one which may be casily driven
in place. ’

With these ends in view my invention con-
sists 1in certaln features of construection and
combinations of parts, as will be hereinafter
fully described, and pointed out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a nall or spikeshowing improved barbed end.
Fig. 2 represents a seetion through a block,
showing the direction taken by a nail driven
straight, and also the deflected direction of one
driven obliquely. Iig. 3 is a modified form

In ¥ig. 1 an ordinary large-sized cut nail
or spike 1s 1llustrated, having near the point
a pair of sharp oppositely-located and later-
ally-extended shoulders, d, beneath which the
nail immediately terminates in a sharp V-
shaped point, the faces of which are lettered,
respectively, ¢ ¢. These shoulders or double
barbs ¢ preferably are projected laterally on :

nailgare substantially parallel with each other,
and preventthe easyor aceidental withdrawal
of the mail or spike. The principle on which |

—r—

this nail operates when driven is plain. When
driven at a right angle to the surface of the
wood G, as shown in Fig. 2, the nail enters the
wood and continues therein ina straight course,
the fibers displaced by the nail impinging
equally on the faces ¢ ¢'; but when driven in

the wood at any other angle than a right angle

the resistance is necessarily greater on one face
than on the other, hence deflecting the course
of the nail in the direction of the least resist-
ance, bending the nail-shank as a whole grad-
naily, but not breaking 14, and the upper barb

or shoulder hooking, as it were, around the

fibers of the wood above, while the opposite
barb or shoulder guides it and acts as an ad-
ditional means of holding the nail in place.
In the modification shown in Tie. 3 the
shank of the nail is barbed, having the down-
wardly - extending notches & and upwardly-

extending shoulders or barbs %/, so that when

this nail 1s driven into place, in addition to the
hold of the barbs at the point, these lateral
barbs assist. |

It 18 evident that slight changes might be
resorted to in the form and arrangement of
the several parts described without departing
from the spirit and scope of my invention;
hence 1 do not wish to limit myself to the par-
ticular construction herein set forth; but,

Having fully described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, 18— -

1. A cut nail or spike having a plane body
and a V-shaped point, the inelined faces of
which diverge beyond the body to form two
oppositely-extending barbs.

2. A nail or spike having a uaniformly-ta-
pering body and a V-shaped poiat,the inclined
taces of which extend outwardly beyond the
body of the nail to form two oppositely-ex-
tending barbs.

g. A mnail or spike having a body of con-
stant thickness and uniformly diminishing in
breadth from the head, and having barbs which
cextend oppositely from the parallel faces of
the body, and which are tapered to form the
V-shaped point of said nail or spike.

In testimony whereol I have signed this
specification in the presence of two subserib-
1N witnesses.

T il

C. KERRISON, Jg.

Witnesses: ,
I P. DE VEAUX,
J. H. PERRINE,
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