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To all whom it may concerm:

Be 1t known that I, THOMAS H. EULASS, of
Mason City, Mason county, Illinois, have in-
vented a new and useful Improvement in Fold-
Ing Tables, of which the following is a specifi-
cation.

My Invention is an improvement in those
tables, settees, camp-stools, &e.,in which aslab,
board, or frame constituting the table-top or

seat proper hascoupled to its under side a fold-

ing trestle consisting of a pair of legs crossed
and hinged together, capable of being secured
1m aposition which causesit tohold the table or
seat proper 1n condition for use, and also capa-
ble of being folded compactly against the un-
der side of the table for convenient stowage,
transportation, &c.

My invention relates particularly to that
form of folding table or seat in which the tres-
tle-legs are crossed and hinged together, and
the top 1s adapted to oceupy a position at the
opposite side of the trestle to that to which it

_is linked when the structure is folded.

The object of my invention is to produce a
table or seat in which the top and trestle can
be folded more compzactly together than here-
totore, while the partsare not entirely discon-
nected from one another.

My improvement consistsin the combination
of & trestle having legs crossed and hinged
together, and when folded having one leg occu-
pying a position within the other leg, and when
set up adapted to support the top, a top having
side cleats for retaining the legs from opening
too far, and coupling-links by which the top

18 connected toone of the legs, while permitting

the removal of the top to a sufficient extent to
admit of the folding of the legs of the trestle
by unlocking the top from one leg and partly
from the other leg, as hereinafter described.

My improvement consists, further, in com-
bining with such structure as I have invented
an outside thong or band for connecting the
top loosely to the trestle-leg, to which the top
1s linked when the table or seat is set up, and
when knocked down providing means for hold-
Ing the upper side of the top closely against
the trestle to keep them together, as herein-
after described. |

My improvement consists, further, in a spe-
cific embodiment of my invention, as herein-
after described.

| G, to unlock the legs,

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a partly-sectional side elevation of my erected

table or seat. Fig. 2 is a vertical section of 55

the same on the line 2 2.  Fig. 3 is an under
side view of the table or seat in its folded con-
dition, looking from the opposite side to that
shown in IFig. 1. Tig. 4 shows a modification
of the means for coupling the trestle to the top.
Fig. 5 shows a modification of my V-brace.
A may represent a slab or board constituting
the top. Permanently fastened to the under
side of the board A,nearand parallel toits ends,

are two cleats, B B'. Similarly fastened to
sald board, near and parallel to its sides, are

two cleats, C C', beveled inward or undercut,
as at ¢, and one of them, €/, somewhat shorter
than the other, to enable the flat folding of the
trestie-legs against the board in the folded con-
dition of the article, as shown in Fig. 3. '

D I constitute two legs of my folding trestle,
jointed to one another at points of intersection

| by means of pivots e ¢, which constitute the

ends of a V-formed brace, E, which atits mid-
length isfastened to and operates to stiffen the
leg D". The legs D D’ have their upper edges
provided with strips d @, formed with acute
angles, as shown. |

I ' are two links which serve 1o couple the
upper part ot the leg D to the cleats B B

(r1s a hook, which, being secured to the cleat
C’ by means of a pivot, ¢, can be engaged in
an eye or staple, H, on the strip d of the leg
Iy, for locking the deviceto the form adapted
for use.

The leg D may be loosely connected with the
outside of cleat C by means of one or more
thongs, J, of any sunitable fabrie, such as stout
tape or leather, for holding the top and trestle
together. My V-formed brace may be formed
(asat I, IFig. b) so as to terminate at the inter-
section of the trestle-legs, and have its ends
punched or drilled to receive pivots, such as e
in said figure. '

When desired for use as a table or seat, the
beveled strips of the legs D D’ are inserted in
the undercut recesses of the cleats C ', and
the hook G being then’engaged in eye H, the
article of furniture talkes the form shown in
Figs. 1 and 2. | |

Loreduce the article to the folded condition,
16 18 merely necessary to disengage the hook

and to close both legs
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D and D’ of the trestle together and flat against |

the under side of the table, as shown in FKig. 3.

To enable such flat folding of the article, the

cleat (U is of such length as to leave sufficient

‘space between its ends and thesides of the cleats

B B’ to admit the legs D and D’. In this con-
dition of the parts the flexible thong J serves

‘toholdthe trestle flat against thetop. Double

hinges, such as represented at K, Fig. 4, may

ro take the place of the links F F'.

The links ' ' may be formed of wire, as in
the present illustration, or may be stamped out
of sheet metal or cast in the form desired. -

1 am aware that thongs or bands have been
substituted for links as a loose coupling be-
tween the top and one of the legs, so I do not
claim thongs or bands, broadly, as a connec-
tion, but only claim such as applied in my in-
vention to the outside of the table or seat for

20 holding the parts together. -
T elaim hereinas new and of my invention— |

1. The combination of the trestle having
crossed legs D D/, the V-shaped brace E, car-
rying pivotsee, secured to the strip at the top
of one of the legs and by which the legs are
hinged together, and a top linked or coupled
to one of the legs, substantially as deseribed.

9. The combination of the trestle-legs D D',

hinged one within the other by pivots ¢ ¢, the

strips d d', secured to the tops of the legs, the.

top having side cleats, C C', and end cleats, B
B’, beneath the top, the links F, hinged to the

outside leg, D, and to the end cleats, BB, and :

the band J,loosely eonuecting the outside leg
to the cleat C, substantially as described.

In testimony of which invention I hereunto
set my hand. |

THOMAS H. EULASS.

. Attest:_-
BE. T. CAREY,
W, T. CHENOWETH.
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