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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JoEN CRIST, a citizen of
the United States, residing at Browning, in the
county of Linn and State of Missouri, have in-
vented a new and useful Improvement in Cut-
ting Apparatus for Harvesters, of which the
following is a specification.

My invention relates to an improvement in
cutting apparatus for harvesters; and it con-
sists in the peculiar construction and combi-
nation of devices that will be more fully set
forth hereinafter, and particularly poiuted out
1n the claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a plan view of
15 & portion of the cutting apparatus of a har-
vester provided with my improvements. Fig.
218 a sectional view of the same, taken on the
line z x of Fig. 1.

The action and the strain on the cutter-bar
when the machine is in use cause a backward
and downward wear at the rear portion, and,
a8 a consequence, the cutter-bar and its see-
tions tend to assume an inclined position,
throwing the points of the sections or teeth up
from the opposing sides of the fingers, so as
to destroy their shearing contact and allowing
them to wear into the upper guards of the fin-
gers, thereby greatly impairing the efficiency
and durability of the machine.

The object of my invention is to obviate this
defect, and provide an efficient means for main-
taining the cutter-bar in proper relation to the
cutter head and fingers. This object I attain
by combining with the cutter-bar and finger-
bar a bearing-arm, which is adapted to press
downward on the upperside of the cutter-bar,
and is movable longitudinally across the face
of the finger-bar, as herein shown and de-
seribed. |

A represents the finger-bar, which is pro-
vided with the usual fingers, B, having the
slots C cut in their forward ends to receive
the teeth or sections D of the cutter-bar E.
The reciprocating motion of the said bar
causes it to wear at its rear and lower edges,
thereby giving it a tendency to assume an in-
clined position, as before deseribed. To pre-
vent this, I provide a longitudinally-movable
arm, H, which has its rear end bifurcated or
50 slotted, so as to fit against the upper and
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lower gides of the finger-bar, and to form &
bearing, F, at the front edge of the cutter-
head, The rear portion of the arm H is pro-
vided with longitudinal slots e, through which
passes a vertical transverse bolt, G, which 55
passes through the finger-bar and secures the
adjustable arm thereon, thus permitting the
latter to be adjusted and securely located at
any desired adjustment. The arm H is pro-
vided on its upper side with a forwardiy-ex- 6o
tending finger, I, which bears against the up-
per side of the cutting teeth or sections of the
cutter-bar, so as to prevent the latter from in-
clining when the rear edge of the cutter-bar
becomes worn. It is essential to insure the 65
perfect operation of the cutting apparatus that
the points of the teeth extend nearly to the
front ends of the slots in the fingers B. There-
fore, as the said cutting-teeth wear away and

become thereby shortened, I move the cutter- 70

bar forward from the finger-bar a suitable dis-

tance by adjusting the arm H, as will be very
readily understood.

Having thus described my invention, T

1. The combiunation, with the finger-bar and
the cutter-bar, of the arm H, having the bifur-
cated rear portions bearing on the upper and
lower sides of the finger-bar, and provided
with the longitudinal slots e, the forwardly- 8¢
extending finger I, bearing on the upper side
ofthe cutter-har,and the bolt G, passingthrough
the slots ¢ and the finger-bar, for securing the
arm H on the finger-bar at any desired ad-
justment, substantially as described.

2. 1n the cutting apparatus of a harvester,
the combination of the finger-bar, the cutter-
bar, and the longitudinally-movable arm H,
secured tothe finger-bar, having the forwardly-
extending finger I, bearing on the upper side ¢o
of the cutting-teeth, and the bearing or shoul-
der I, fitting against the rear side of the cut-
ter-bar, substantially as described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in g5
presence of two witnesses.
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JOHN CRIST.
- VWithesses:
IF. E. STONE,
L. E. CARTER.
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